
 

 
Head Coach Kevin Stefanski 

Cleveland Browns vs. Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
Week 12 
11-27-22 

 
Head Coach Kevin Stefanski: 
Opening statement: 
“Obviously, a great team win. At moments there, the offense came through, the defense came through and special 
teams came through so that is just a great reflection of the effort the guys put forth. We knew this was going to 
be a battle. We knew this team doesn’t give up a lot of points. We knew the challenge that they presented so not 
surprised it was a close game. I really liked how our locker room responded at a bunch of moments in that game 
because it is hard. Sixty minutes versus a good football team is hard so we played extra. It was a great team win. 
I am proud of those guys.” 
 
On WR Amari Cooper dropping a pass on fourth down and responding with key catches later in the game: 
“As you can imagine, Amari doesn’t drop footballs. He doesn’t drop them in practice. That is uncharacteristic, 
but he came through like he does. He is a big time football player. He has made big plays in every stage of his 
life so not surprised to see him do it in overtime.” 
 
On if the Browns considered attempting a two-point conversion after TE David Njoku’s TD: 
“I did. I just didn’t love our two-point play, I will be honest, and I designed it so blame me. Just felt like with 
those body blows going back and forth kind of liked where we were on defense and felt like it was the right thing 
to take it to overtime.” 
 
On Njoku’s TD catch: 
“Unbelievable. Tried a screen to Dave on the play before and thought we might be able to spring one, and it was 
close. When you are calling those plays – I have said this before – you are thinking about players and not plays. 
I am calling the play, I am seeing the coverage and I am thinking Dave the whole time, and (QB) Jacoby (Brissett) 
is thinking the same. Gave a great ball to where that ball has to be, and Dave goes up and does what Dave does.” 
 
On how happy he is for Brissett to win in what might the final start at QB this season: 
“I just gave him a game ball. I am really happy for Jacoby. He is a great leader. He is a great teammate. That is 
why he got a game ball. We are going to need him to continue to be a great teammate and a great leader. That is 
his role on this football team. He battled like crazy. Again, that is a really good defense. It was a great effort by 
him.” 
 
On the Browns defense’s performance after struggling the last couple of weeks: 
“Yeah, [performed] in big moments. We lose (CB) A.J. Green early. (CB) Thomas Graham (Jr.) is playing a ton. 
They are going after (CB) MJ (Martin) Emerson (Jr.), the rookie corner, and they are taking shots on him. Those 
guys battled to get (Buccaneers QB Tom) Brady on the ground a few times, which we know is so difficult. Very 
proud of the effort of that group. They were relentless. It was fun to watch.” 
 
On DE Myles Garrett’s effort to record two significant sacks, especially since Garrett appeared to be 
hurting late in the game: 
“Yeah, he was a little in pain. Obviously, he plays through injuries all of the time. He is getting a ton of attention 
with chips and those type of things, but he kept battling.” 
 
On Garrett affecting the end of the game with key plays: 
“Again, he affects the game. He affects the passer even when he doesn’t get him on the ground. He is around the 
quarterback, maybe gets the quarterback off his first read and those type of things. To apply the pressure that he 



 

did versus a quarterback doesn’t [take a lot of pressure] and that gets the ball out of his hand I think was really 
impressive.” 
 
On RB Nick Chubb continuing to push into the end zone despite an offside penalty on the game winning 
TD: 
“He had one thing in his mind. Our whole team quite honestly had one thing in mind in that entire game, but in 
that moment in that fourth quarter in that overtime, the guys believed. I really do think that is half the battle at 
times is just believing. I think we had a locker room that believed we were going to pull that out. Then you get 
down there on an unbelievable play from No. 7 to No. 2 and then you finish it with No. 24.” 
 
On the source of the team’s belief in itself late in the game despite its current record and not scoring since 
the first quarter: 
“There is a lot of adversity in the game of football, and there is opportunity there, too. The guys understand that 
we have an opportunity in front of us, and they believe in each other. They believe in the guys in that locker 
room. They believe in the work that they put in. Again, that is part of what makes that locker room great.” 
 
On Emerson’s performance today: 
“I think I told you guys this before, I just really, really love that kid’s mentality. Rookie corners, they know the 
offensive coordinator over there gets off of the bus thinking about going after a rookie corner so the ball is 
coming, and they may make a play here or there, but he is not afraid of it. It is fun to watch.” 
 
On if Brissett surprised the team with the performance during the first 11 games of the season: 
“Not really, and that is the honest answer. We liked a lot of things about Jacoby the player. You watch the tape 
and you kind of try and picture him in our scheme and some of the success he has had and some of the situations 
he was in, and just felt like he was the right man for the job. Again, I go back to as impressed as I am of what he 
has been able to do on the field, it is the work that he has done off the field that has been the most important 
thing to our team.” 
 
On QB Deshaun Watson returning from suspension after today’s win: 
“We do put those blinders on. It was all about this week and finding a way to get a win versus a very good 
football team any which way, extra football or whatever it is, so we got that done. The focus will go next to 
Houston, and we will put the blinders on because we can just worry about one week at a time so that is what we 
will do.” 
 

# # # 
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QB Jacoby Brissett 

Cleveland Browns vs. Tampa Bay Buccaneers  
Week 12 
11-27-22 

 
QB Jacoby Brissett: 
On today’s win: 
“I mean this in no disrespect, but in the words of (Buccaneers QB) Tom Brady, that was [expletive] awesome. 
That was [expletive] awesome.” 
 
On talking with Brady postgame: 
“Yeah, obviously, a guy I look up. A great friend. It was more of a ‘Good game. Love you,’ and just kind of kept 
moving.” 
 
On multiple Browns players stepping up in key moments during today’s win: 
“I think that just speaks to the team. When we were going through our rough patch, I always just kept preaching 
that the men in that room are the right men for the task. It was never going to be easy. We needed everybody 
today. We knew that going into this game that it was going to be a 60-minute game. Everybody stepped up and 
played their parts well. Everybody made plays when we needed them to. Guys stepped up. I think the most 
encouraging part was the mental toughness and stability of this group. At one point, we all hit lulls in the game. 
We just kept on fighting and kept on sticking to it. That just speaks to the character of the men in that room.” 
 
On what this win means to him, given it is potentially his final scheduled start of the 2022 season: 
“I haven’t even thought about it. I’m obviously grateful for this opportunity and grateful for those men in that 
room. Because it is the ‘scheduled’ one, this was a great game to kind of end it on, but we have to stack them. 
We have to stack them.” 
 
On Head Coach Kevin Stefanski giving him a game ball, particularly stating it was because of who he is 
as a leader and teammate: 
“That was super special. I wasn’t expecting it. Like I said though, this has never been about me. It has always 
been about the team. This was our team’s opportunity to step up in a big moment, and I think we did that. I think 
the belief in the room, in our plan and the guys when we are out there executing, I think that belief never wavered. 
It is a testament to those guys on the team.” 
 
On if he said anything to WR Amari Cooper after the dropped pass on fourth down: 
“I told him I was coming back to him, and I did.” 
 
On his reaction to TE David Njoku’s TD catch: 
“I can’t curse because I will get fined (laughter), but I said the ‘s’ word. Honestly, it was a great catch – don’t 
get me wrong – but I wasn’t surprised. Before the game Saturday, I was talking to Kevin about the plan and what 
we like in the red zone, and originally, I didn’t like that play versus that coverage. I was like, ‘I want something 
else.’ Those guys in that room – (quarterbacks coach) Drew (Petzing), Kevin, AVP (offensive coordinator Alex 
Van Pelt), (QB) Josh (Dobbs), (QB) Kellen (Mond) and (QB) Deshaun (Watson) – we were just sitting there and 
thinking about like, ‘Why is this play good?’ It was like, ‘Well, because we have one of our best players the 
opportunity to be one on one because they are doubling everybody else in coverage.’ I threw it, and I thought I 
threw it too high and I was about to start crying (laughter). I saw him pull it down, and I was like, ‘I could have 
ran up and kissed him.’ Clearly I didn’t (laughter).” 
 
On if he wanted to attempt a two-point conversion after Njoku’s TD: 
“Hell yeah. I wanted to just put them out of their misery early. Obviously knowing the situation, I know it wasn’t 
the right decision.” 



 

 
On whether the emotions of this win surpassed the feelings of his first start and win with the Browns 
against the Panthers: 
“That is a tough question. I would probably say no just because that was my first time ever getting the chance to 
play so that is a very special one, not to say that this one isn’t.” 
 
On WR Anthony Schwartz getting the first TD of the game, given the ups and downs of Schwartz’ season, 
as well as his block on the play: 
“Every day when Schwartzy does something, we are fans of him. ‘Good job, Schwartzy.’ Dave [Njoku] is 
probably the leader of that group. Obviously, it hasn’t been the ideal, but he is a guy who has stuck with it and 
just continued to put in the work and continued to put in the work. We ran that play versus the Panthers, and he 
ran inside of me. I was like, ‘Dude, don’t do that again. Go outside.’ When I handed the ball off to the back, I 
was like, ‘Oh, the end. I hope I don’t have to block the defensive end because that was going to be bad.’ I was 
just running, and I was like, ‘Nobody is around me. Schwartzy is way faster than me. He should be in the end 
zone by now.’ Then No. 31 (Buccaneers S Antoine Winfield Jr.) just came, and I just tried to get in his way and 
I ended up blocking him. I’m just extremely happy for him. He had a bunch of good plays in the game. He had 
a big catch that got us in good field position. He made a great special teams tackle. A guy who is just sticking 
with it. Like I said, that is just the character of the men in that room.” 
 
On how he expects to continue to contribute with QB Deshaun Watson returning from suspension: 
“I feel like this week y’all feel like I am about to die or something (laughter). I still have a job to do. I’m still on 
the team. I will figure that out when the time comes, but I still have to be the same person every day no matter 
my situation or status. I think that is what makes me me. I am excited for him to come back. Looking forward to 
next week.” 
 
On Browns players gravitating toward him, including two players saying he was their favorite QB they 
have ever played with: 
“Was one of them (LB) Anthony Walker (Jr.)? Good. Oh, that’s three. That is special. I don’t take being in the 
locker room lightly or being in the huddle and going to work with these guys. I don’t take that lightly. I just try 
to go out there and be myself, put my best foot forward, work hard and be somebody the players can lean on. 
That is better than the win.” 
 
On the source of his mindset described in the previous question: 
“I guess my upbringing – my upbringing, the people who helped raise me, high schools coaches, college coaches 
and mentors. I think it just comes from them. It is just like who I am.” 
 
On helping infuse new life and hope back into the team with today’s win: 
“I don’t think the hope went away for us. We show up to work every day. We are coming to work. We are not 
coming to lose. The guys continue to come to work. I was a small part in that. I was doing my job honestly. It is 
not about me. It is about the team.” 
 
On if he could tell DE Myles Garrett was battling pain at the end of the game: 
“I did not want to watch the defense (laughter). I was trying to look everywhere else but on the field. Myles is 
tough. He is one of the toughest guys on this team and in this league. I am sure he is fighting through a lot. He 
puts the team first, and that is what you want in one of your leaders.” 
 

# # # 
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Browns Players 

Cleveland Browns vs. Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
Week 12 
11-27-22 

 
BROWNS PLAYERS: 
 
G Joel Bitonio: 
On today’s win, including with QB Deshaun Watson returning from suspension next week:  
“Yeah, it is big for us. Just a team effort. It took every second, an overtime game, and it wasn’t always pretty, 
but these guys fought. The defense played really well, and the offense did just enough to get a win down the 
stretch. Guys stepped up. We had some guys who were sick, including myself, and it is never easy getting back 
for Sunday. (G) Hjalte (Froholdt) did a heck of a job getting back. He was very under the weather, and he 
fought hard to get back. Also, it’s a little bittersweet because I appreciate (QB) Jacoby (Brissett) and 
everything he has done for the team and he is still going to be around, but he just played his heart out once 
again. I love that guy.” 
 
On if Brissett was on the mind of the team for this game:  
“It has been huge having him as one of our leaders. He always talks about us and the team. Obviously, he 
never talks about himself, but I was thinking that we have to get one more because he has played better than 3-
7 or whatever our record was before tonight. He deserved a few more wins in there so I am glad we got him 
one more here, and you never know.” 
 
On RB Nick Chubb’s success on the ground late in the game:  
“Yeah, you just keep giving him the ball, and it might not be pretty all of the time, but he finds ways to make 
things work. He made a big play. We just kept giving him the ball down there on the goal line, and he found a 
way to get in.” 
 
On the battle between the Buccaneers DL the Browns OL: 
“They have a great front. They have some great linebackers. (Buccaneers DL) Vita (Vea) and (Buccaneers DL) 
Akiem Hicks are both really good players, and they have a lot of other guys who rotated in who are very strong 
players, as well. They got us a few times. There were a couple sacks in there and a couple of run stops, and 
when you play a good defense like that, there are going to be plays like that. You have to persevere and find a 
way to be successful. We had some good trick plays, like the (WR Anthony Schwartz) one, and Jacoby had a 
couple of nice long runs so it was nice to get the run game going again.” 
 
On TE David Njoku’s game-tying TD catch: 
“A great catch. I was very, very excited. He had great energy all day, and he was a big reason why we got the 
win.  
 
On how Brissett has handled a unique situation at QB: 
“I think he has done as good as he can be asked. If you just take Deshaun out of the picture, which he was out 
for a long time, it just felt like Jacoby’s team. Now with Deshaun coming back, I think he has a presence that 
takes a step back, but he is still going to be there for what he sees. He has played in 11 games now, and he has 
done everything you can ask of him. I really appreciate him, and he is one of my favorite quarterbacks I have 
played with.” 
 
DE Jadeveon Clowney: 
On what he said to DE Myles Garrett when playing through pain late in the game: 



 

“I just went up to him and told him, ‘We need you.’ That is just part of the game getting beat up. Before the 
game, I was beat up. They count on us to come here every week and play at a high level. We count on him. He 
needs to do what he can do.” 
 
On if he has ever beaten Buccaneers QB Tom Brady during his career: 
“No, but, I did tonight. It feels way better. We have seen the opposite side a whole lot so to be on the good side 
of the scoreboard is great. It feels great to be back in the winning column. It has been hard for us to get wins 
around here. It feels good to get a win against the GOAT of the game. Hopefully, it will be the start of 
something new for us around here. We are going to keep playing like we did today. We aren’t going to quit on 
each other.” 
 
On how it feels to get a win for QB Jacoby Brissett during what is potentially the last start at QB of 
2022: 
“I love Jacoby. He is a hell of a teammate, one of the best teammates I have ever had. He is all about the team 
and his players. You can’t ask for a better teammate out of anyone in the league.” 
 
On his reaction to TE David Njoku’s TD catch: 
“I said, ‘I think it is going to be a touchdown on this play.’ I didn’t know who was scoring it, but I knew. I was 
happy. I saw Njoku go up and catch it with one hand. That is something he does in practice so it was like 
practice. You know what they say, practice rolls over into the game. I was happy for him.” 
 
WR Amari Cooper: 
On dropping a pass on fourth down and responding with big plays later in the game: 
“I have to be honest, I was just thinking about how easy it is to be humbled. I think I am a pretty good player, 
and I catch that ball 100 times out of 100. I was thinking about my relationship with God to be honest. I 
realized he has the power to make the weak strong and the strong weak, and I felt really weak in that moment. 
The team depending on me on fourth down. What does that say about me? Big time players make big time 
plays in big time situations.” 
 
On his key catches on the game-winning drive: 
“Faith produced perseverance. That is the best way that I can describe it. I just had faith that I would be able to 
come back and make a play. It felt amazing. Caught the slant. Had a double-move we drew up and knew if I 
ran it the right way that it would be a big play so it felt good.” 
 
On getting a win for QB Jacoby Brissett in potentially the final start this season at QB: 
“It felt great. He was kind of clowning me a little bit about for not finishing for him (laughter). It feels 
amazing, and I am glad we were able to get the win for him.”  
 
On WR Anthony Schwartz making big plays today despite the ups and downs of the season: 
“I talk to Anthony all of the time. He knows he has faith in his abilities. He knows he has speed and all of the 
tools to be a really good player. He just has to persevere like the rest of us. Obviously, when you make plays, 
that confidence grows. Hopefully, we can all build off of that.” 
 
On TE David Njoku’s touchdown: 
“That was crazy. That was amazing. I am not going to lie, I did not know if he was going to catch that one. He 
went up with the left [hand], too. That was pretty good.” 
 
DE Myles Garrett: 
On coming up big with two sacks of Buccaneers QB Tom Brady in key moments of the game, 
understanding he expects himself to make those type of plays: 
“Like you said, it is the kind of standard I hold myself to. It is the kind of plays that you always view yourself 
as making. If you are that guy, you view yourself making those kind of plays in those moments against that 



 

kind of a competitor and someone who has achieved greatness. At the end of the day, I would like that. There 
is no better feeling, and this one was really special to me.” 
 
On how much his arm was hurting him near the end of regulation: 
“It hurt really bad. I almost thought I broke something initially, but in my head, there is no tomorrow. I can’t 
be focused on, ‘I will get better tomorrow’ or ‘Let’s focus on the next game.’ There is just the next play and 
that is all that is in my mind. I have to continue playing regardless of how much pain I am feeling. There is 
only one opportunity for greatness and tomorrow is not guaranteed, and I just wanted it really bad. I wanted it 
bad for us.” 
 
On if he thought he might not continue to play after slamming his helmet in pain: 
“No, that never went through my head. I slammed it really out of just pain. I was just in so much pain. I just 
wanted to get my helmet off of me and just needed a second to breathe and needed some air. I just knew that at 
the end of the day, no matter what, this pain will come and go, but that pain of losing and that feeling that 
comes with losing, that will never dissipate. I just wanted to be able to be out there for my team and do what I 
have to do.” 
 
On if he became hurt when a second blocker came to double team him: 
“Yeah, I was doing a spin move on the tackle and I beat him, but the guard came in full head of steam and got 
in under my shoulder.” 
 
On if he believes this win can be a propelling point for the rest of the team’s season: 
“I do. We have to view it as that. We have to carry that energy that we did in that fourth quarter and overtime 
and that confidence into the next game and to the next game. It was all about being 1-0 and all about keep 
swinging and keep doing your job, and we are going to like when we come out at the end of things. I think 
everybody fell into line with that.” 
 
S John Johnson III: 
On his reaction seeing a Buccaneers DB fall and WR Amari Cooper making the long catch in OT: 
“He failed the first time, got up and fell again. That was a great play. I thought he was going to score, but you 
know he has been doing that all year, and that was a great corner he went against so it was unbelievable.” 
 
On winning a game in what is potentially the final start at QB for QB Jacoby Brissett prior to QB 
Deshaun Watson returning from suspension next week: 
“It is love. I think he exceeded expectations, and the record doesn’t show how well he has been playing. He 
knew what he had to do, and everyone on the team was proud. Like I had been saying, it could be a spark for 
us in a change of position for us. We will see.” 
 
On the Browns defense’s capabilities when DE Myles Garrett is getting pressure and sacks towards the 
end of the game: 
“It is huge. Rush and coverage work together. We know if we cover our guys for two seconds someone will 
get home. It just happened to be him. He is our reliable guy, and I’m happy for him. Especially with 
(Buccaneers QB) Tom (Brady) getting the ball off quick, we had to give them some time. “ 
 
On how important it is to get some big plays like tipped balls or sacks on Brady and if it is important to 
disguise coverage: 
“That is the plan. He is going to get it out quick and get it to his running backs so it is huge to get our hands 
up, even if it is a bat down. We tried to sell, but once he sees a safety walk down, he knows what we are in.” 
 
TE David Njoku: 
On if his TD catch was the best of his career: 
“My career isn’t over yet. Maybe. Sure.” 
 



 

On if he has seen a replay of his TD catch yet: 
“Yeah, I saw it. I think (QB) Jacoby (Brissett) threw a perfect ball. I don’t know what the hell he was saying 
before about ‘too high.’ That was perfect. Kudos goes to him.” 
 
On his catch looking like one former Browns and free agent WR Odell Beckham Jr. would make: 
“Obviously, the game was not finished so I didn’t want anybody getting too hyper. It was a nice catch, but the 
game was not finished. I am just glad that we finished the right way.” 
 
On what the win says about the team after two tough losses following the bye week: 
“It says that we don’t quit. Everyone wants to write us off, but that does not mean anything to us. I feel like we 
have to just keep it close in-house and good things will happen.” 
 
On if this win could be a propelling point for the rest of the team’s season: 
“Of course. Of course, but every week is different so we have to get ready for the next week. I believe we are in 
Houston so we will do that.” 
 
On ‘sending off’ Brissett with a win: 
“It is a great feeling for sure. I feel like he works his butt off day in and day out, whether it is physically and 
mentally to help us be in the right positions to succeed. Kudos to Jacoby for sure. He is a fighter.” 
 
LB Jeremiah Owusu-Koramoah: 
On DE Myles Garrett’s performance today: 
“You know Myles is that guy. You know he is the guy that, especially when it becomes crunch time, he is able 
to turn it up a level. That is what he did and had an opportunity, and he took it” 
 
On the Browns’ confidence going into overtime: 
“We were really confident. We had a good scheme and gameplan. I have to give thanks to the coaches. You 
know we are at home so we have that home field advantage. We just trust in ourselves, trust in our process and 
trust in our playing, and everything came into fruition.” 
 
On defending the Buccaneers running game: 
“It was a good opportunity for us to show that, like coach said, when you are down and face adversity, that is a 
time that you can come back. That is what we did. We had an opportunity, and we took the opportunity to win. 
It is all about your attitude, and it is all about your teammates.” 
 
On if the team wanted to ‘send Brissett off’ with a win: 
“That is common sense. I don’t care if Myles is at quarterback, we would still want to send him home with a 
win. Regardless, we are always focused on winning. I don’t think it changes if somebody is about to step down 
or anything like that. Basically, this game is about winning, and that is something we are always motivated 
by.” 
 
On the importance of a win leading into the next week with QB Deshaun Watson returning from 
suspension: 
“I have to say that every win is important. Of course, we have a transition at quarterback so it was a great win 
to be able to move forward and a little boost, a turbo. From the turbo, we will run fast and we will go day by 
day, hour by hour and minute by minute. We are looking forward to that process and looking forward to 
executing. 
 
On knowing that a QB transition is imminent: 
“We have to get back to work. We will celebrate the win tonight, and then tomorrow, the linebackers will 
come in and sit down to watch some film, and mistakes were made. With the second touchdown that they had, 



 

it was on me so I have to make sure I take my angles right and go to the drawing board so we can fix the 
mistakes and get back to doing what we do – winning.” 
 
WR Donovan Peoples-Jones: 
On this potentially being QB Jacoby Brissett’s last game as the starting QB in 2022: 
“We love Jacoby. Jacoby was the reason why we were able to win this game today. We are going to play the 
cards we are dealt.” 
 
On his reaction to big plays in today’s win: 
“Amazing. It was amazing. Very happy. Those guys put in a lot of work to make those plays. We all count on 
each other and have to build off of each other.” 
 
On if the success of the offense helps with QB Deshaun Watson returning from suspension next week: 
“Absolutely. Absolutely.”  
 
WR Anthony Schwartz: 
On the win: 
“IT is a very special win for the team, especially playing against the Bucs. No matter what their record is, they 
are a great team and there is a reason why they won a Super Bowl a couple of years ago. Seeing the whole 
team as a collective fight and be tough and no one quitting, from that point on we knew we were winning the 
game. With this being (QB) Jacoby’s (Brissett) last game, we wanted to ride off him and send him off with a 
win. He has been fighting for us and we appreciate him. “ 
 
On Brissett: 
“Very inspiring guy. A great leader. Leads by example and leads by voice. He always gets everyone going and 
doing the right thing. It is great to see him going out there and fighting for us and never quitting. He gets 
knocked down and always gets back up. He is a great guy to play for, and I love playing for him.” 
 
On his reaction to TE David Njoku’s TD catch: 
“I was sitting there shocked.” 
 
On his TD run: 
“Honestly, by the time I went around the corner and saw it was green grass. I had a feeling it was a 
touchdown.” 
 
On Brissett’s contributions this season: 
“He is great. He did everything he could to win us games. He is a starting quarterback in the league and a great 
leader and great guy. He is someone the whole team rallies behind and someone that I wanted to rally behind. I 
really appreciate him and everything he has done for us.” 
 
On the impact of today’s win on the season: 
“It was huge to have the team fight and have the team finish. There have been a lot of tough losses that could 
have gone one way or the other, but this game was a different atmosphere. We knew we were going to win this 
game. There was no doubt in my mind. It is great to build off of this game.” 
 
DE Alex Wright: 
On today’s win: 
“They were a very good team. That just shows the heart of this team, the grit, the grind and the fight to the 
end.” 
 
On his batted pass at the line of scrimmage: 
“I was trying to get the ball, but it is what it is. That is just coming up big. I couldn’t get to him due to a double 
team, but I tried to help our team to get off the field on a third down” 



 

 
On the Browns defense’s success on third down compared to earlier in the season: 
“This was a good team on third down who wanted to get the ball out early with great wide receivers. That was 
one of our main things that we emphasized. We have a never-say-quit attitude that goes on in this building, and 
a loss like last week always makes us stronger. It is just coming in, putting the work in throughout the week 
and coming out with a win.” 
 
On DE Myles Garrett’s performance today: 
“He is a hell of a player. Myles is going to be Myles, and that is all we want. Myles is always going to make a 
play, and you can always bank on Myles to make a play. He is never going to let us down so that is my guy.” 
 

# # # 
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Tampa Bay Buccaneers Head Coach Todd Bowles 

Cleveland Browns vs. Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
Week 12 
11-27-22 

 
 
On the defense giving up scores late in games, including today: 
“The guy (Browns TE David Njoku) made a heck of a play. The coverage was fine. We knew what we were running. He 
jumped up and made a one-handed catch. It was a reach. (LB) Devin (White) could not get there. He made a heck of a play.” 
 
On the injury to T Tristan Wirfs: 
“[I do not know anything] yet. I just know it is a leg injury and they carted him off. I have not had a chance to go inside.” 
 
On the penalties being a factor in overtime: 
“All penalties are big. We had some during the game. I think we might have had about eight or nine of them, close to it. That is 
a concern. We shot ourselves in the foot with offensive penalties. We gave them field position with defensive penalties. We shot 
ourselves in the foot on the punt return. We got backed up with the kickoff return right there. We got backed up and we had to 
drive farther. We could not get the first down.” 
 
On going from three straight wins to a loss and losing a key player in Wirfs: 
“This was tough. We had so much in all three phases that lost this ball game. Whether it was the return game and their returns 
on us, whether it was punt or kickoff. Defensively, key stops in certain times. Penalties to move the ball. Letting them run out at 
certain times. The tackling was not great. Offensively, not being able to get third downs was crucial for us. They were getting to 
the quarterback too much in the second half.” 
 
On whether any of those factors mentioned were surprising because they were thought to be corrected earlier in the 
season: 
“Nothing is corrected. You have to play every week. We do not try to correct things and have it done for the year. You have to 
play every week. They played hard. We did not play smart. We did not play good football. We did not play sound football. We 
let things go.” 
 
On whether he thought about calling a time out at the end of regulation to get more time to answer with a field goal: 
“No. That clock was going to run down. We did not have enough to stop it right there. There was overtime right there, right off 
the top. Once we could not get there, it was going to overtime.” 
 
On what he says to the team after losing a player like Wirfs: 
“It is tough. We know it istough. When you lose a player like that, you say it ispart of the game, but a lot of these guys are so 
close that it hurts a lot. The next man has to step up and hopefully it is not as bad as it looked, he gets a speedy recovery and we 
go from there. That is all you can do in this game. It is a tragedy to lose guys like that on a team, but at the same time, we have 
to push on.” 
 
On what Wirfs brings to the team from an attitude and teamwork standpoint: 
“He brings leadership. He brings toughness. Obviously he is one of the best in the game, so when you lose a guy of that caliber, 
it is going to be tough to replace, but (T Josh) Wells and all those guys are going to have to step in and we are going to have to 
keep going.” 
 
On not having RB Leonard Fournette and how RB Rachaad White stepped up: 
“I have to look at the tape. Overall, I know he played tough. I know he had some good pickups on blocking right there. The 
holes kind of closed up on him later in the ball game. We have to find a way to stay consistent on first down.” 
 
On NT Vita Vea and whether his injury affected him today: 
“I do not know if it did. I have to look at it and see if there is more on film, but I do notthink it impacted him.” 
 



 
On scoring only 17 points and why the offense isn’t producing more: 
“We are not finishing third downs. Third downs have been crucial for us and stopping us from driving the ball. I think we were 
four of 16 or something like that. We might have been five of 17, which was about 24 percent. If you can’t score or get the ball 
moving on third downs, it is going to be tough to stay on the field.” 
 
On whether S Antoine Winfield Jr. was cleared from protocol: 
“Yes. He was cleared. He was fine. As far as I know, he was fine.” 
 

# # # 
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Tampa Bay Buccaneers Quarterback Tom Brady 

Cleveland Browns vs. Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
Week 12 
11-27-22 

 
On not finishing games: 
“We just did not score enough points. Seventeen points is not going to do it and that is basically what we have been doing all 
year. It is the same thing. Had a chance. Give them a lot of credit. They made some real clutch plays. The fourth-down 
completion for the touchdown was a great play, but we had our chances. We just did not make the plays and they did.” 
 
On T Tristan Wirfs being carted off: 
“It is awful. It is awful for us. It is awful for him. He is a great player for us. The other guys in will have to do a good job, but it 
is hard to replace him.” 
 
On the swing of emotions being up seven points in regulation and going into overtime with Wirfs getting hurt: 
“That is football. I believe you just do the right thing and give yourself an opportunity to win. If you do the wrong thing, it is 
very difficult. There were too many plays that we were not on the same page and we all were not seeing it the same way. We 
just have to work on it, talk through it and see if we can improve it.” 
 
On how the Browns covered WR Chris Godwin: 
“I have to keep finding ways to give him the ball. There were a lot of tight plays and we obviously did not make any.” 
 
On TE Ko Kieft’s touchdown and his ability to block: 
“Versatile player. He has been doing a good job for us when he is in there. He is doing a good job. We have keep finding ways 
to use everybody and we have to figure out how to make some improvements in a short period of time and try to get back to 
.500.” 
 
On how important it is from a quarterback standpoint to have a tight end with multiple skill sets: 
“He provides blocking in the run game and in the passes. He’s catching the ball and doing a good job there.” 
 
On not having RB Leonard Fournette today with the elements: 
“It is important to try to get everybody healthy. Whoever is out there. We are not trying to make any excuses. Whoever is out 
there, we have to figure out how to get the job done. We all love having Lenny out there. (RB) Rachaad (White) has done a 
good job for us. We just have to keep trying to give different guys the ball so they can have some production for us.” 
 
On not having timeouts at the end of regulation before the Hail Mary throw: 
“It is a tough situation. In the end, they just made the plays and we did not. We had the same opportunities to make plays that 
they did. They made them and we did not. That is ultimately what football comes down to. Someone has to make them. For 
every play that you give up on defense, they make on offense and vice versa. They stop you on defense, you do not make a play 
on offense. Every play is an individual win or loss and we are losing too many.” 
 
On the adversity the Buccaneers are facing with injuries this year: 
“It is up to us to change the momentum. I do not think you leave it up to chance. You try to do the right thing every day in 
practice and every day in the game. You try to do it consistently well over time and we have not done a good job stringing up 
enough plays together to score touchdowns consistently.” 
 
 

# # # 
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Buccaneers Players 

Cleveland Browns vs. Tampa Bay Buccaneers  
Week 12 
11-27-22 

 
BUCCANEERS PLAYERS: 
 
Buccaneers WR Mike Evans: 
On letting the lead slip away and to lose T Tristan Wirfs: 
“That is the toughest part. We should not have been in that position and I thought that when [Wirfs] went 
down. I wish I could have played better to help prevent that.” 
 
On what the Browns defense was doing to prevent him from getting more balls: 
“No. I had some good opportunities in the first half. I caught a pass in the first half and a dude pulled my 
jersey so I thought it was an obvious call and they called an OPI on me, so we still moved the ball down the 
field and tried to score before the half. I thought I caught a ball in bounds with two feet in and they did not 
review it, so we got a field goal out of that.” 
 
On how difficult it is to snap back and focus after losing a guy like Wirfs: 
“Losing a guy like that with such a promising future is hard, but we all hope he is ok. We just have to play 
better to prevent things like that.” 
 
On what it means to not put up points with the talent they have: 
“It is super frustrating. Early on, it felt like we could do whatever we wanted between the run, play-action pass 
and the pass. It was just football. Guys were wide open and passes got tipped at the line. Just the little things 
like that. It is tough.” 
 
Buccaneers OL Nick Leverett: 
On the injury to Wirfs: 
“It hurt a lot. When you see any of your teammates go down it hurts, but Tristan is like my brother. We line up 
next to each other, we bond a lot, we are in the same meeting room and the same position group. To see him go 
down, it hurt a lot. I hope it is not serious and a speedy recovery.”  
 
On the tough battle and the opportunity to get one more score up 17-10 and couldn’t get it: 
“It was just killer opportunities and you know it hurts. We put the work in and we felt like we had a great game 
plan. We go out there, try to execute. It is the NFL. Nothing is guaranteed. Every game is hard, but when we 
put the work in and are confident in the game plan like that, it hurts to let it slip away like that.”  
 
On the tough conditions in overtime: 
“It was crazy. Like you said, the weather was all over the place. We kept going in and out and needed to 
execute. Unfortunately, we did not do that and now we will have to reflect and go back to the drawing board 
and get ready for next week.”  
 
Buccaneers DL Rakeem Nunez-Roches: 
On how much he credits the Browns offense making plays in the fourth quarter and the catch by 
Browns TE David Njoku: 
“That was a heck of an NFL play. I just think back to when we played Pittsburgh and some guys just make 
remarkable plays. You just have to tip your hat to him.”  
 
On the mindset of the defense going into overtime: 



 

“The biggest thing was stopping the line, so we could get to the quarterback on the pass. Like I said, they 
continued to do things and stuck around to make plays. It was just frustrating as a defense when you make a 
stop and then they made big chunks.”  
 
Buccaneers RB Rachaad White 
On losing Wirfs to injury and losing in overtime: 
“It was really tough seeing Tristan go out. He’s a veteran, a leader, a great player in this league. It was tough to 
see him go down. To not close it out is a sickening feeling. I had opportunities. We all had opportunities and 
we did not close. We just have to go back to the drawing board.” 
 
On somebody trying to hurdle him on a pass play: 
“I was not even in. Sneak (Buccaneers RB Ke’Shawn Vaughn) was in. I don’t know where that came from. I 
saw it on the sideline. I talked to Sneak about it. It was insane. That was crazy. I would not have respected that 
either, if I was in, and I’m pretty sure he didn’t.” 
 
On whether he could feel the difference in the energy as Wirfs was carted off the field: 
“ I feel like the energy shifted throughout the whole game. There were moments it was high and moments it 
was low. That’s what coach ( HC Todd) Bowles spoke on. We have to continue for 60 minutes. It will not be 
easy with missing Tristan for sure. The team felt the hole and the gap. We also had (T Josh) Wells that came 
in, which is good. Wells came in for a minute. It sucked to lose Tristan for sure.” 
 
On the frustration of having a talented offense and only scoring 17 points: 
“There is a lot of frustration that goes into it. Even when we win, coach B-Leftwich (Buccaneers OC Byron 
Leftwich) always talks about it, because he can see when we come in and they congratulate us. The team 
morale, like with offensive things, we know we can play better. It has been that way all season. I feel like it is 
going to click really soon, but we just have to keep being consistent, stay focused and locked in every day.” 
 
On whether still being in first place in the NFC South is any consolation: 
“My mind says to work. I am pretty sure whatever we have tomorrow, I know we have lifting and stuff like 
that. I will be in the weight room. Whatever coach wants me to lift, that is the type of guy I am. I am fine. I am 
lifting and I am working. Go back to work and get better.” 
 
On building on his positive performance in Seattle: 
“There were some positive plays and some things I could have done better. I will get it corrected.” 
 

# # # 
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