
 

 
Head Coach Kevin Stefanski 

Cleveland Browns vs. Pittsburgh Steelers 
Week 3 
9-22-22 

 
Head Coach Kevin Stefanski: 
Opening statement: 
“Injury front, A-Walk (LB Anthony Walker Jr.) has a knee sprain. We will get an MRI on that. JOK (LB Jeremiah 
Owusu-Koramoah) groin injury. (DT) Taven Bryan hamstring. (LT) Jed Wills (Jr.) had a knee injury but went 
back in. (S) Ronnie Harrison (Jr.), hamstring, was not able to play. 
 
“That is just a great team win. I am really proud of those guys for fighting. Short week with all of the thing with 
last Sunday. For those guys to come through, first of all just battled to make it to this game which is not easy, 
but then to fight for 60 minutes, I thought it was really a team win. I think it was offense, defense and special 
teams all working together to get a W in front of our fans who were outstanding tonight. I really felt they brought 
it.” 
 
On what went through his mind during the onside kick inside: 
“A lot (laughter).” 
 
On QB Jacoby Brissett’s performance tonight: 
“He was solid. Didn’t start fast. There were a couple of throws I think he want maybe throw/reads or play calls 
that we did not start fast enough. That is me. I have to get him going early and get our offense going early so I 
will take that. Made some throws and made some big throws in big moments. Battled. He is doing a nice job.” 
 
On TE David Njoku’s performance both catching and blocking: 
“I think that is the thing with Dave. We have talked about it. There are games where coverage dictates the ball 
goes elsewhere, and he blocks his rear end off. He needs this weekend to rest because we had him out there. He 
was blocking at the point of attack, working hard in the run game and making plays in the pass game. He really 
played hard.” 
 
On the performance of the Browns defense in the second half: 
“Held them to three points in the second half. Guys played hard. Guys played hard. I thought we were assignment 
sound, flying around to the football and tackling together. It is never perfect as we know. There are things that I 
know we will clean up. After wins and losses, we have to clean a lot of things up, but really proud of how those 
guys responded.” 
 
On WR Amari Cooper becoming the first Browns receiver in nine years to post back-to-back 100-yard 
games: 
“I am trying to find new ways to tell you how impressed I am with No. 2. He is really, really smart. He is a great 
teammate. He runs every route imaginable – slants, go-balls, double moves or you name it. I just think he is so 
versatile. He is such a big, physical receiver. Trustworthy. I really enjoy No. 2.” 
 
On the chemistry between Brissett and Cooper, especially in the past two games: 
“They have been working very hard. I think that is early in the season for all of us you need to continue to get 
better and you need to continue to work on those type of things when it comes to the pass game. They did a nice 
job tonight.” 
 
On if finishing the game was an even larger point of emphasis the past few days after last week’s los sto 
the NY Jets, understanding it is always a focus, and if the team went over late-game situations as a team 
across the league: 



 

“We always do. That is what I told the team, I am just proud of them because that is not an easy thing to bounce 
back from. In this locker room, we talked about it on Sunday, and we talked about it on Monday. What I am 
proud of those guys is you can’t let a loss linger. We won’t let this win linger either. I am proud of how they 
responded. You have to be resilient.” 
 
On Browns defensive players hosting a players-only meeting, was he aware of it and if it was effective: 
“I was aware. That is football. You get together. I wouldn’t overstate it.” 
 
On if Brissett had extra zip on his throws and if it was necessary, given how much the wind was blowing 
during the game tonight: 
“It felt like the wind maybe died down throughout the night. I do not know if he had more zip than normal, but 
he had a good throwing session before the game. He was very confident.” 
 
On what makes Brissett so effective on QB sneaks: 
“Quarterback sneaks aren’t complicated. It is a matter of our guys getting low and coming off the ball, and he 
has a good feel for it.” 
 
On if K Cade York’s missed PAT was caused by a gust of wind: 
“I don’t know. I didn’t see it. He will be just fine.” 
 
On LB Jacob Phillips, including if the team needs Phillips to step up in a larger role if Walker misses time 
due to the injury sustained tonight: 
“I have been very excited about Jacob throughout this past year as we have talked about. Obviously, A-Walk 
was starting there, but I wouldn’t call that an indictment of Jacob. I think he is a really, really good football 
player and works so hard at this thing. I thought he played well tonight. It is a huge loss with Anthony Walker 
if this is a longer-term thing because we know what he brings to the football side of things, but he is a captain 
and he is a leader. We have our fingers crossed and definitely hoping for the best for No. 5.” 
 
On describing RB Nick Chubb in one word: 
“That is your job, not mine (laughter).” 
 
On Chubb’s performance: 
“We felt like Nick would have another good day today. He felt confident I think in a lot of the run schemes. He 
gives you an honest day’s work. He ran hard. He gets stronger as the game wears on. Part of that, you have to 
attribute to (RB) Kareem (Hunt) coming in there and taking the workload. That 1-2 punch, we have talked about 
it. It is 1A and 1B.” 
 
On Gs Joel Bitonio and Wyatt Teller, including their pulling blocks, one of which opened a TD for Chubb: 
“That whole offensive line, really it starts up front for us so it is the entire offensive line. Joel in particular, we 
talk about these Thursday night games, for him to make it to the game in the first place I think is a big deal He 
is a warrior. I don’t know how many starts he has in a row, but it is a lot. I thought he played physical. Across 
the front, those guys played really, really physical.” 
 
On the Browns’ time of possession and long drives that also helped keep the Browns defense fresher: 
“That is always the idea. It doesn’t always happen that way, but when you are running the ball as effectively as 
we were in the second half – I think the one touchdown drive had one pass – that is just going to churn the clock. 
You hope as a football team to be in moments where you need to run the clock out. Now, I felt like there were 
some moments there where we could even better in that regard. We call it four-minute runs when you want to 
get the first down and you want the clock to run. Our guys do a really nice job understanding that we have to 
come off of the ball and it is going to be mano-y-mano blocking.” 
 
On the challenge for the Browns coaches bouncing back on the short week following the NY Jets loss and 
receiving criticism, in addition to the players: 



 

“I don’t know if I would characterize it as that. I would just tell you, for us, we pour a lot into this thing. To 
come back in, be problem solvers and find solutions to things, I thought the coaches were really good.” 
 
On winning in front of the home crowd at FirstEnergy Stadium after a tough home loss to the NY Jets: 
“It is a long season. Like I mentioned to you, I thought the fans were unbelievable tonight. I have said this before 
and I hope they know this, they make a difference. When it is third down and they are that loud, it makes a huge 
difference for that opposing team. They had a huge hand in this, and I want them to celebrate tonight.” 
 
On the benefits of having the mini-bye week following the Thursday night game to help clean things up: 
“Yeah, for sure. Always when you are looking at where your Thursday game is, it is early for us, but I do think 
we get to rest and get some guys healthy hopefully going into the next game versus whomever we are playing.” 
 
On P Corey Bojorquez landing two punts inside the 10-yard line: 
“It was awesome. A lot of conversation on what to do there at the end. Once the clock became 15 seconds as 
opposed to maybe it was going to be seven second, I felt like that was the right thing to do with Corey, and he 
responded. First of all, the punt unit to protect knowing they were likely going to come after that thing and hit a 
beauty there, that was awesome.” 
 

# # # 
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QB Jacoby Brissett 

Cleveland Browns vs. Pittsburgh Steelers 
Week 3 
9-22-22 

 
QB Jacoby Brissett: 
On the win: 
“I thought it was a great team win. We obviously on offense started out slow. Then we settled in and then we 
just started to get things going. We knew it was going to be a 60-minute football game. Obviously, they are a 
good team, great coaches and good players. It came back to us. I think we did a good job of settling back in and 
then just making our routine plays.” 
 
On if he believes he has ‘answered a lot of questions’ by his play the first three games, given fans didn’t 
know much about him beforehand: 
“I am not in this to answer anybody’s questions. I am in here to play good football, play for my teammates and 
enjoy this moment. That is really what it is all about.  I can look those guys in their faces and tell them I am 
giving them my best. That is what I look forward to.” 
 
On his emotion after the QB sneak and pumping his fist: 
“I was thinking about that on the sideline because I have never been able to do that in a game, and every time I 
see a quarterback do that in a game, I am like, ‘Dang, that is so sick. I want to do that one time.’ I told myself if 
I get a sneak, I am doing it. I almost blacked out (laughter). The flow of the game, just being excited, letting my 
emotions show and not holding things in, just being present.” 
 
On whether it was tough to put Sunday’s game in the rearview mirror this past week: 
“For sure. Just because it is such a short week. Like I said up here that day, I think we had the right men in that 
room to be able to get past it. I think we answered that call today. We knew it wasn’t going to be easy. We had 
to look each other in the face and look at ourselves in the mirror and say, ‘Listen, man, the season is going on. 
The longer we sulk about that one then we won’t be where we need to be for this game.’ I think the guys answered 
the bell and came out with a big one tonight.” 
 
On watching the onside kick: 
“It didn’t matter to me.” 
 
On WR Amari Cooper’s performance in the past two games: 
“He played really well, even in the first game – he was just getting PI-ed (defensive pass interference) the whole 
time. That is just who he is. He is a great player, a great teammate, a guy who is going to give you his all. You 
see the things that he is doing obviously in the pass game, but in the run game, he is holding his own. You don’t 
see that a lot from a lot of No. 1 receivers. I am sure he is going to want to continue to get better and better. Even 
on the long pass on that big third down, he was like, ‘Man, I need to find a way to stay up and go score.’ That is 
just the type of player he is. It is obviously a treat to have him on this team. I am looking forward to just 
continuing to grow with him.” 
 
On whether there was a point this week or tonight where he realized the team had moved past Sunday’s 
loss: 
“I think once we got back in the building, like I said, we had no choice. In this game, the margin for error is so 
slim. The teams that are good can move on, good or bad. If we want to do something special, we have to be able 
to do that. After this weekend we have to move on, and we have to get ready for another game. I think the guys 
in this room and the coaches in this room really understand that. I am extremely proud of the guys tonight for 
answering the call and looking forward to the next one.” 
 



 

On TE David Njoku’s performance: 
“He always tells me he is always open (laughter). Every time in the huddle, he’s like, ‘I got you. I got you. I got 
you.’ Another player who maybe in the first game didn’t see the touches or whatever the case may be but made 
some big catches tonight. I think he did a really good job. Nobody really gives him credit for what he does in 
the run game that opens him up so much in the pass game. I think he is doing a great job. Like I said, he still has 
so much room to grow.” 
 
On teammates repeatedly using the word ‘poise’ to describe him and his play and if he feels like he is 
playing some of his best football now: 
“I don’t really get into this game to judge myself. I am just going out there and giving my best. Each and every 
day, I try and do that as many times as possible is just go out there and do my best. I let those guys speak for me. 
If I was in this to speak for myself, then I wouldn’t be who I am. I am just looking forward to getting back to it 
next week.” 
 
On how the Browns offense and defense are starting to complement each other early in the 2022 season: 
“Like you said, it is early in the season. This league is crazy. I have seen a lot of crazy things happen in this 
league. The mindset is just to continue to get better each week and to fight and claw to try to get the next one, 
the next one and the next one. I think guys understand how present we have to be. Listen, we only get one. We 
get one day, then we get another day and then another day. As many good days as we can stack, then we will 
see at the end.” 
 
On Head Coach Kevin Stefanski telling reporters the QB sneak is not overly complicated but seeming to 
have a skillset to do it: 
“It is just not complicated.”  
 
On reporters seeing complications with QB sneaks in the past: 
“I can only speak for myself.” 
 
On if his QB sneak tonight was the longest of his career: 
“I don’t think so.” 
 
On how comfortable he is getting in the Browns offense: 
“I think we are getting better each week. The mindset is whatever it takes to win the game, we go out there and 
do. Whether that is run 20 times, pass 20 times, throw 50 times or run 50 times, that is what it really is all about. 
Just continuing to grow and get better. I know there are a lot of things on this film that I want to get better at that 
is kicking me right now. Just watch the film, be critical of myself and just try to get better for the next one.”  

 
# # # 
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Browns Players 

Cleveland Browns vs. Pittsburgh Steelers  
Week 3 
9-2-22 

 
BROWNS PLAYERS: 
 
G Joel Bitonio: 
On getting past last week’s loss to get the win tonight: 
“It is kind of weird how the world works sometimes. You put yourself in almost the same situation as last 
week. This time we get a way to execute. I wish we got a first down so we could have kneeled out the clock. 
Special teams did a lot better. They got the onside kick. Our defense played lights out. It was good to exercise 
those demons and get the division win.” 
 
On not being the OL selected to play FB like T Hjalte Froholdt or G Michael Dunn: 
“No, I am happy. I hit my head enough so I do not need to play full back. That was great though. We need to 
get him a pass.” 
 
On getting the run game going tonight: 
“It is everything that you want. It is what we want to be as a team. Sometimes it does not work out, but when 
we do get the run game going, that is our M.O. We can play-action off of it and make big plays happen. I think 
the last couple of games it has been a little bit slow. We need to keep it going and keep leaning on guys until 
we get a few that break. It tires them out and gives our defense a chance to rest.” 
 
On if this game provides momentum: 
“It is big. Every game is big, but you want to win the Thursday night game. You get a little bit of a break. You 
get to watch the games this weekend. You are not thinking about a loss. It is the first division game. It is early 
in the year but definitely a big one for us.” 
 
On being on the winning side of tonight’s game: 
“It was good. I want to be a part of a lot of those. It was good. It is always a battle. They are a physical team 
and play a tough round of football. We want to do that, too. It was good to be a part of that and get the win.” 
 
On if it is an OL’s dream to get the ball with a lead and trying to run down the clock and score: 
“Yeah, that was perfect. That is what we want to be. Keep running the ball and take your shots when you need 
to. Take your shots when you need to, but that is our dream drive right there, maybe not wait until fourth down 
but get in the endzone.” 
 
T Jack Conklin: 
On his transition and returning back from last year’s season-ending injury: 
“I appreciate the team letting me get my health back to where I can come out tonight at full strength. I felt 
great and comfortable out there. Could not be happier with how the team played. Great team win.” 
 
On how it feels to end the game running the ball: 
“That is what we strive for every game, breaking teams with the run. We are going to keep pounding and 
pounding. Those 3 and 4-yard runs at the end of the game are going to turn into big runs later. We believe in 
ourselves and were able to get it done.” 
 
On how it feels to bounce back after last week’s loss: 
“It is awesome, especially having a division opponent here like the Steelers, a rivalry that has come back and 
we have redeemed ourselves a bit. We now have a long break to get back and get guys healthy.” 



 

 
On if attitudes were positive with the Browns throughout the week: 
“Extremely. It is tough to lose like that, but it is on to the next. It is a long season. When it comes down to it, it 
comes down to the division.” 
 
On the vibe of the Browns offense in the locker room: 
“It is great. We are just trying to do our job. Every play is about doing our job and helping the defense and 
special teams out. That is our job to come out and get first downs. That is what is important to us.” 
 
On QB Jacoby Brissett’s performance thus far this season: 
“Just great leadership. Under pressure he is making the right plays and making the right reads. He is very calm 
in the pocket. He trusts us, and we trust him.” 
 
WR Amari Cooper: 
On what QB Jacoby Brissett has proven to the team, city and Browns fans: 
“I think he has proven that he can win. I don’t think he has proven anything that we didn’t already know about 
him. I don’t think he would be in the league if he wasn’t a good quarterback at this point. He has been in the 
league a long time. He is a veteran and a good player. We are glad to have him.” 
 
On how important it was to have a good game and win tonight following Sunday’s loss to the NY Jets: 
“It was really important to come out and bounce back. It was a short week this week so it was a great opportunity 
for us to come out here and get the win like we did so that we can get that bad taste out of our mouths.” 
 
On how difficult it was for the team to put Sunday’s loss behind it: 
“I wouldn’t really call it difficult. We just came out and practice really hard, and we do what we practice. We 
have guys in the building who can achieve great things. (TE) David (Njoku) had all of the catches. We really 
believe in ourselves. We do what we practice, and we are happy to come away with a win.” 
 
On his chemistry with Brissett: 
“We go out there and practice hard and on our own time. We are always communicating, even outside of the 
building because we know at the end of the day, we are responsible for how we are playing. Jacoby and I are 
both from South Florida so it is easy to relate to him. He is a cool person and a really fun guy to be around. The 
communication is there so we just want to build off of what we have been achieving so far.” 
 
On how fulfilling it is to finish a six or seven-minute offensive drive: 
“For an offense, that is a great thing. Sometimes you want to have an explosive offense that can score in a couple 
of plays. If you wear that defense down, it gives everyone on offense the opportunity to make plays the more 
first downs you get. Obviously to finish strong with seven instead of three [points], that is how you win in this 
league.” 
 
On what it means to be first Browns WR in nine years to have back-to-back 100-yard receiving games: 
“I didn’t know that. I guess that’s cool. That 100-yard mark is the standard for a receiver to have a good game 
in everyone else’s eyes. I just come out here and do my job. Do what I practice. Do what we practice. Do what 
the coaches are asking me to do and continue to show I can just get open and be productive for the team.” 
 
On whether or not he was shocked he stepped out of bounds on the long pass play that was called back 
for illegal touching: 
“I wasn’t shocked. I know better than that. I was caught up in the moment because I just wanted the ball. You 
only have a small amount of time to get the ball, and I saw the corner getting closer and closer to me so I was 
just trying to get farther away from him, but I should have been more aware.” 
 
On what led to his open looks tonight: 



 

“I was just doing what I practiced working on fundamentals. For me, watching film and knowing how those 
guys will try and play against me helped tonight. “ 
 
On if Brissett had more zip on the football tonight than usual: 
“Not really. He is not really a guy who throws an uncatchable ball. I think he throws it just right.” 
 
On how he found the opening for the deep pass from Brissett: 
“It was what we practiced. We knew what type of look we would get in that situation, and it just worked out 
how we practiced it. I was patient, ran my route and got open.” 
 
On how much it means to Browns fans to beat the Steelers: 
“Obviously, in the league, those rivalry games seem like the most important games. I was happy we were able 
to come out with the win tonight. I kind of have a better feel now of what this rivalry is like, seeing it on the 
other guys faces after the game. It means a lot.” 
 
DE Myles Garrett and TE David Njoku: 
On if it was more fun for Njoku tonight getting more touches: 
Njoku: “I love everything that requires being a tight end. Whatever the team asks from me, I will do it 100 
percent. I am just glad we got the win tonight.” 
 
On the TD catch: 
Njoku: “I thought it was one-high, and the concept that we had was good for a one-high coverage. (QB) 
Jacoby (Brissett) threw an amazing ball. Came down with it, we scored and we have to just build off of it.” 
 
On Brissett’s performance: 
Njoku: “I believe that our chemistry is building as each week goes by so we have to just keep working hard 
together and we will do great things, God willing.” 
 
On how important it was to win tonight and if the team was nervous it would not be able to bounce back 
from the Week 2 loss to the NY Jets: 
Garrett: “No, I did not have a doubt in my mind knowing this team and the guys who are on it. I know 
everybody was anxious to get back on the field and get that taste out of our mouth and play a complete football 
game. That is what we did. Everybody did their job and all of the team came together to make it a really 
special win.” 
 
On if Garrett was happy with the reception from Browns fans: 
Garrett: “It is the reception I hope we get every night and I hope we all get every night. Performance we were 
trying to put out, and whatever reaction we get or we produce from them, we are going to put our best foot 
forward and give 100 percent and play our best game.” 
 
On how the Browns defense pulled together this week, including holding the Steelers to three second-
half points: 
Garrett: “We have seen that a lot where we really come out of the second half or halftime and really shut guys 
down. It was just about doing it in the fourth quarter for that second half. I think that is where we took the next 
step tonight where we really were on our P’s and Q’s and made sure that we did not give any leaky gains or big 
plays. Everybody was communicating, and there were no mistakes on the front or on the back end. We were 
really able to hang with the guys and get the ball back to the offense so they can put points on the board.” 
 
On if the Browns defense’s players-only meeting was effective: 
Garret: “You tell me.” 
 
On what the Browns defense talked about in the players-only meeting: 
Garrett: “Pretty girls and fast cars (laughter).” 



 

 
On if the Browns offense loves running the ball: 
Njoku: “Any positive plays we produce on offense we love. Running, passing or whatever it takes to get those 
touchdowns and get those hard-earned yards is what we like to do and what we will do.” 
 
RB Kareem Hunt: 
On throwing and running the ball well in the weather conditions tonight: 
“I feel like we are still airing it out pretty well. I guess we can throw the ball in any weather. (QB) Jacoby 
(Brissett) has a nice, strong arm.” 
 
On the rivalry game and what the win means to him: 
“It means a lot. Growing up, they always got the win over us. This time the tables have turned. We are 
collecting wins against them and other guys in this division.” 
 
On how it feels to bounce back as a team after last week’s loss: 
“It feels great. I don’t have to go to sleep angry anymore. I am just glad we responded and got that taste out of 
our mouths. We can enjoy this nice little break, get our bodies back and healthy and be ready for next week.” 
 
On if it was tough for the team to shake off the tough loss this past Sunday: 
“It was tough, but the next game came so fast we really didn’t have time to think about it too much. I am glad 
we did [shook off the loss].” 
 
On Brissett finding stride: 
“He is doing a great job leading us. He is hungry, too. He is a heck of a football player going out there and 
showing what we can do.” 
 
S John Johnson III: 
On all 11 Browns defensive players being in the huddle and communicating: 
“Yeah, I think all 11. Usually, it is like seven or eight guys, but all 11 were in the huddle. It was a little 
different because (CB) Denzel (Ward) was traveling with No. 18 (Steelers WR Diontae Johnson) so everyone 
definitely had to stay in the middle, and it helped out with the play.” 
 
On whether the Browns may stick with that huddle format for the rest of the year and if that helps with 
communication: 
“I think it has to [help]. I think you have to get the call and communicate. It was sending and receiving. It was 
a lot better than last week so I think we have to [stick with it.].” 
 
On how hard it was to watch LB Anthony Walker Jr. sustain an injury tonight: 
“It is tough because you know he wanted to be out there. He wants to play. He is our captain, our guy in the 
middle. An injury like that and having to be carted off, you never know what is really going on. I hope he is 
OK and can get back ASAP.” 
 
On LB Jacob Phillips’ performance stepping in for Walker: 
“They both prepared like starters all of training camp. I think it was like kind of a battle. They both played on 
the field at times so it is like they are both kind of the same person. They try to both be starters. They both look 
at themselves like starters. He was ready for it, and like you said, he came up big today.” 
 
On if there is pressure to be more vocal when Walker goes out with an injury: 
“Maybe. Like you said, just getting the call and echoing the call, especially on the back end. I think that is even 
more important. Some of that I have done in the past so it will be easy. Like I said, I hate to see him go down, 
but we will be OK.” 
 
On this being a bigger win since it comes on Thursday night against a divisional opponent: 



 

“I feel like defensively we started out a little slow. We came out with a win, and that is all that matters. Like 
you said, a division opponent. I think we are at the top [of the AFC North] now. I know it is still early in the 
season, but it feels good to have a couple days off and get to work soon.” 
 
On if the first quarter was about getting acclimated to the Steelers offense or about adjusting to new 
communication: 
“It wasn’t communication. 100 percent it was just getting used to them. They are a downhill physical team. 
That is probably the most physical game we have had. A lot of guys got injured. Hopefully, they will be OK. 
Just getting used to the physicality of a division game at night. The stakes are high so I think that is what it 
was.” 
 
On what QB Jacoby Brissett has proven to the city and Browns fans in the past two games: 
“He is poised. He makes phenomenal plays. It is not like he is just managing the game. He is creating things, 
buying time and sending plays. He is running and getting crucial first downs. He has been unbelievable. The 
thing that sticks out to me is that I look up at the scoreboard, and we had scored like 30 points or 29 so I am 
like if we can score 30, there is no reason why we should lose games.” 
 
LB Jacob Phillips: 
On his mindset steeping into the defense after LB Anthony Walker Jr. sustained an injury tonight: 
“I like when I feel the pressure. I feel like that is when I thrive the most when I am out there and I am able to 
adjust and get a feel of the game. Obviously, I am blessed to walk out of this game healthy and for the plays 
that I was able to make.” 
 
On if he feels prepared if Walker misses games: 
“Definitely. Even going into this game, my role increased, and I was excited for that. Whatever increase the 
team has me do I am thankful for.” 
 
On if the Browns defense’s players-only meeting helped the unit tonight: 
“Obviously, there was emphasis on finishing the game from last week. I feel like we did a good job of that. 
Anytime we can come together as a collective unit and talk to get things figured out, it is going to help.” 
 

# # # 
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Steelers Head Coach Mike Tomlin 

Cleveland Browns vs. Pittsburgh Steelers 
Week 3 
9-22-22 

 
Steelers Head Coach Mike Tomlin: 
Opening statement: 
“I’d like to compliment Cleveland. They did what was required for victory, and you have to acknowledge that. I 
thought they controlled the line of scrimmage, particularly in the second half. If you can’t slow down (Browns RB 
Nick) Chubb, you can’t beat this group. We kind of knew that and we didn’t get it done. We have to own the outcome 
and we will, so there’s not really a lot to talk about. We’ll look at this tape and learn, get better, and get better very 
fast. No significant injuries other than (CB Ahkello) Witherspoon. It looks like a hamstring. I’m sure I’ll update you 
on some of that stuff the next time we get together. Questions?” 
 
On whether he was encouraged by the offense, particularly in the first half: 
“I wasn’t looking to be encouraged. I was looking to win the game. I would expect us to get better in all phases, so I 
don’t know if I share that perspective.” 
 
On whether he considered going for the touchdown towards the end instead of kicking a field goal: 
“I did not.” 
 
On a reason why things got bogged down in the second half: 
“I thought they controlled the game, man. They possessed the ball. Nick Chubb controlled the game.” 
 
On the Browns not being as effective in the second half: 
“They made the plays. They did. In the significant moments, they made it. They were in manageable possession 
downs. A lot of third down and short. That is usually a high probability for conversions when you’re that short, and 
really that is kind of the story of how it unfolded over the last 30 minutes.” 
 
On whether he will consider making any changes going into next week: 
“I’m not in that mindset. I’m interested in reviewing this tape and looking at the totality of it and figuring out how we 
collectively get better. I will answer that question definitely no.” 
 
On QB Mitch Trubisky’s performance: 
“I thought he made some plays, but we all collectively came up short. That’s how we measure performance. Winning 
is our business and we didn’t handle business. We don’t break that apart and look for the feel-good.” 
 
On whether the Steelers’ tackling was a little below the line especially against Browns RB Nick Chubb: 
“You tell me. He was running through arm tackles and things of that nature, getting yards after contact. It wasn’t good 
enough.” 
 
On the impact Browns TE David Njoku made: 
“[That was] less of an issue than Chubb in the run game.” 
 
On how much the wind was a factor in K Chris Boswell’s missed field goal: 
“No man. It was not. We have a great deal of confidence in him and he has a great deal of confidence in himself. He 
didn’t make that particular kick.” 
 
On being able to stop the run in Cincinnati and what has changed: 
“I’m not looking to provide excuses for that. We didn’t do it tonight.” 
 
On whether he considered going for it on fourth down:  
“I did, but we lost yards on the play so I moved on.” 
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Steelers QB Mitch Trubisky 

Cleveland Browns vs. Pittsburgh Steelers 
Week 3 
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Steelers QB Mitch Trubisky: 
On how close the game was offensively: 
“We just have to be better in the second half and I thought the first half we did pretty good. We are getting 
there, it is just not where it needs to be and we need to get a victory. The first half we made steps in the right 
direction but the second half just was not good enough.” 
 
On the difference between the first and the second half: 
“I think it was a little bit of the rhythm and then we just did not hit on the plays that we needed to. We had 
some crucial plays in the second half that if we got those plays, then it might have been a different story. I 
think there are a few more details in there that we will have to go back and watch on the film, but that is kind 
of what it felt like in the second half. Those plays we needed to hit, we just did not.” 
 
On if the issue today was inconsistency:  
“Inconsistency, I would say in the second half. So, it was just inconsistent and not hitting those plays that we 
needed. We hit some in the first half which is why we scored 14 points. Three points in the second half is not 
going to do it for us. I would say not putting two halves together would be inconsistent.” 
 
On his 6-yard touchdown run: 
“I was reading the end and pulled it. The offensive line did a great job with their blocks, (TE) Pat Freiermuth 
made a great block and I got the end zone. We look to do more of that stuff going forward.” 
 
On only being 1-for-9 on third down:  
“I think we will have to go back to the film and see how we could do better. Definitely stay out of third-and-
long. We will just have to go back and see where we can improve and where we were off. It has to be better for 
sure, the third down is crucial.” 
 
On struggling with inconsistency and miscommunication: 
“I think we just missed on some plays that we could have gone either way. Especially in the second half. 
Communication is crucial, especially on the sidelines. These next few days, we need to communicate on how 
we can get better. Everyone just needs to be brutally honest with themselves and I think everyone can be a lot 
better, myself included. We just have to look at that and see where we can improve. We need to stick together. 
It is only going to get better if we stick together, communicate and talk about our problems. Everyone needs to 
be willing to fix it.” 
 
On his last few plays before half and what he saw:  
“So in those situations, if you do not have (what I think) is a completion, then it is more of a throw away. You 
should be trying to protect the football and not trying to give them a short field. You try to be aggressive while 
also being smart at the same time. We like to have a couple more timeouts before the half so we can use the 
whole field. They did a good job covering the sidelines so we could not get out of bounds. A couple of those 
were throw-aways and a couple of them were ‘us or nobody’. Then I hit (WR) Chase (Claypool) on that one. 
We just have to be better at the end of half and in those situations. We would like to have another timeout so 
we can stop the clock and use the whole field.” 
 
On how tough it is to get everyone the ball when there are a variety of playmakers: 
“That is how it is going to be. We have a lot of playmakers and we just have to try to get them the ball. I think 
when the ball is moving, everyone is happy. When we are scoring, everyone is happy. So, it is just going to 



 

come from everyone sticking together, everyone doing their job and getting the playmakers the ball. You kind 
of see at the end. Pat Freiermuth was not involved for a while but then he had big catches on that last drive. So, 
as an experienced player, you just need to know and you need to keep your head in the game at all times. You 
never know when your number is going to get called and you are going to be able to make a big play for the 
team. You just have to keep doing those things and we will figure it out.” 
 
On whether they were put in better positions for down-field passes: 
“It was good but I think we did not connect on the ones that we needed to. We took some shots downfield and 
we just needed to come down with it. I can throw a better ball, they made some great catches and we can make 
some more. We just need to continue to keep (inaudible). It was good and it is something we can improve with 
and keep going.” 
 
On how comfortable he is now that he is starting regularly again: 
“Yes, I feel like I am in a good rhythm with my routine. I felt good tonight but we just got to be better in the 
second half.” 
 
On whether he saw a lot of cover one tonight: 
“No we did not. We saw a mix. They played a lot of what we call six, quarter, quarter half, some Tampa, some 
more two-high looks. That is why we were running the ball well in the first half. When they came out with two 
safeties, we were able to throw the ball to (RB) Najee (Harris), which we did a good job of. Offensive line did 
a great job with creating holes for them and we tried to be pretty balanced. We just have to make those crucial 
plays in the second half. They did a great job of mixing it up but they played a lot of both.” 
 
On the short week behind them and how they plan on maximizing their time after their loss: 
“I think just getting back and going through the film the next couple of days and see where we can improve, 
especially on offense. We just got to come in and meet. Everyone just has to be on board with what we need to 
improve on, be brutally honest about the film, and where we are overall. I am looking forward to getting back 
to work. It is worth these next couple of days to see where we are going to get better. We can rest and recover 
but we have to make improvements.” 
 
On how it feels playing primetime in Cleveland:  
“It was cool, really cool. It is nice to be back home. It felt very welcoming but we would have loved to get a 
win. It was definitely special coming back home and playing in front of my friends and family. It meant a lot 
but we have to come out with a win next time.” 
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STEELERS PLAYERS: 
 
Steelers WR Chase Claypool: 
On how frustrating it is when the offense cannot sustain drives: 
“Yeah, it is frustrating when the defense is on the field for a long time and we go three and out.” 
 
On the tempo in the first half: 
“There was success with tempo so I think that just opens doors up in the future to be able to go back to that.” 
 
On what adjustments need to be made going forward: 
“I'm not sure. We pushed it downfield a little bit more so that was good. I'm not sure, it is up to the coaches.” 
 
On if there was anything in the second quarter that can be taken away positively from the game:  
“For sure. There are pros and cons of every game. We will look at the pros and build on that, and then look at 
the cons and learn from them.” 
 
On the confidence level in QB Mitch Trubisky going into this mini-bye week: 
“My confidence in him has always been at its highest. He threw a ball downfield and he was putting the ball 
where it needed to be. I do not remember a time when he made an inaccurate pass. So, he did his job.” 
 
Steelers S Minkah Fitzpatrick: 
On how he would assess the Steelers’ performance today: 
“They did what they wanted to and we could not do anything to stop them.” 
 
On RB Nick Chubb running over 100 yards: 
“They did what they wanted to. What they wanted to do was give (Browns RB Nick) Chubb the ball and he ran 
over 100 yards. When you let a guy like that do what he wants, they will win the game.” 
 
On if the short week plays into tonight’s outcome: 
“No. Both teams had a short week. Both teams had two days to prepare.” 
 
On what were the challenges on getting the Browns off the field: 
“They did what they wanted to. Run the ball, do trick plays, and stuff like that. They did what they wanted to 
do and we could not stop it.” 
 
On why the Steelers were not able to apply as much pressure as they wanted to tonight: 
“It starts with just stopping that run. You are not stopping that run, you are not putting them in 3rd-and-longs, 
putting them in tough situations, allowing our rushers to rush. When it is 3rd-and-three and less, they can do 
whatever they want. Guys cannot streak up the field because they are worried about the run. Obviously, we are 
missing one of our best rushers, one of the best rushers in the league. We still have to find a way to stop the 
run and get pressure on the quarterback.” 
 
Steelers TE Pat Freiermuth: 
On what growth was seen from the offense today: 



 

“We learned from our mistakes from the last game. Our wide receivers played well and made some nice 
catches. We need to keep building on each game and look forward as we have great weapons to use in the 
offense.” 
 
On the difference of the first and second half as the team got things going in the first: 
“Our run game helped a lot in the first half keeping drives sustained. They also kept downs to a manageable 
distance for us to work with.” 
 
Steelers DT Cameron Heyward: 
On how hard it is to be on the field for long periods of time: 
“That is our own fault. Three-and-outs, if you do that, you are on the sideline. As a defense, we did not get off 
the field. They had an abnormal drive in the second half that they were able to sustain the clock.” 
 
On if the short week impacted tonight’s game: 
“Nobody is worried about that. They were on the same thing and they got the job done. We are not going to 
make an excuse about that.” 
 
On the loss: 
“We lost the damn game. I do not know what else is more demoralizing than that. They ran the ball, we got our 
ass kicked. Simple as that.” 
 
On if it’s good to have a few extra days until the next game: 
“This one is going to be on the pot simmering for a while. We all have to own it. I am going to wear this and I 
am going to be better because of it.” 
 
On the Steelers’ run defense tonight: 
“We have to be better with the run. We cannot blame anyone but ourselves. Where the game was going, it 
came down to whose runner was going to get stopped first, and as a defense we did not take care of that. He 
ripped off some big runs in the second quarter and he moved the ball down the field.” 
 
Steelers LB Alex Highsmith: 
On the defense in the fourth quarter and if they were doing anything different: 
“No (inaudible). We just have to be more physical towards the end of the game. It is a lot of plays, but we just 
have to be able to do what we have to do in the fourth quarter, and we didn't do that tonight.” 
 
On tackling Browns RB Nick Chubb: 
“(Browns RB) Nick Chubb is one of the best backs in the league, man. You have to bring it when you tackle 
him, and we did not do that enough tonight. We know we have to do better in that area. We can't just be talking 
about it, there has to be action. We have a long week ahead of us. We will review the film and get back to a 
long week on Monday and get back to it.” 
 
On what he attributes to the struggles late in the game: 
“I felt like we had guys that were playing hard. Like, I said, we played hard but we will review it tomorrow 
and see what happens.” 
 
On not being able to stop the Browns on third down: 
“It definitely hurts. Our objective before the game was to come and get through the third and long because we 
knew that we could force them to be a bit more of an (inaudible) team. We just did not get that done tonight. 
Like I said, we got to be in a little more action, we need to execute better and be more physical.” 
 
On if the defense needs to ramp up the pressure more during games: 
“We just got to ramp it up. We put in some time tonight, but at the end of the day, we know the kind of defense 
that we are, and we know that we have to communicate more pressure. We have to continue to be better.” 



 

 
Steelers CB Cameron Sutton: 
On the emphasis of stopping the opposing run: 
“We didn’t do that. We need to find opportunities to get off the field. Find how we can help each other, help 
the team finding ways to victory and it's something we talk about all the time. Especially in the business of 
winning. Obviously all losses are hard to swallow.” 
 
On how they can find more ways to get pressure on the opposing quarterback: 
“Keep being ourselves, keep attacking and we have the guys to do it. We have to keep finding ways and it’s 
not a one man job, this is a team thing. We have 11 guys down in and down out. We are putting it all on for 
each other and we have to keep standing on that. Obviously, good things will come and not good things. So, 
we want to be on the better end of that.” 
 
On does it make a difference having a couple extra days of downtime: 
“I wouldn’t say so. It is just how the weeks go sometimes. There are Monday games, Thursday games and 
that's the flow of the weeks and the season. It does give us a couple of days to get rested and go into the next 
week. Guys will be here and in the building tomorrow.” 

 
# # # 
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