
 
 

QB Deshaun Watson 
 
On his connection with Amari Cooper: 
“It was really good. That was only three catches, but it was three big catches and I know Amari is still trying 
to get fully healthy. It was a good day, especially starting 2023 and what the future is going to hold for the 
Cleveland Browns. It was good to be able to see that happen.” 
 
On what changed after half time: 
“We just got into rhythm.We started, instead of pressing and trying to fall into what the Commanders were 
doing on defense, we started controlling the game. That's what we did, and seeing the tempo and urgency, 
everything, had to wake up as a whole. Came in at halftime, wasn’t much to say. We knew what we had to 
do. We just had to make the game simple for us, and that’s what we did.” 
 
On if it clicked for him in the second half: 
“Yeah, that was definitely the potential of what the future can hold. Second half, we were rolling. Especially 
the defense, they kept us in the game the whole time. They gave us opportunities in the first half that we 
didn’t capitalize. We’ve got to continue to get better in that aspect, but as you saw in the second half, 
everything was just clicking. All of us, from the run game to the pass game, opened up after that. That’s 
what the system allows us to do.” 
 
On coming back to Donovan Peoples-Jones after a dropped catch: 
“Definitely, I saw that the corner was off on the first pass. He had it and the corner made a good play. But 
like I told 11, and I told everyone else on the offense, just because you dropped the ball doesn't mean that 
I’m not gonna come back to you. I don't lose confidence in my brothers. I don't lose confidence in what 
we’re doing on offense. They get paid too and we gotta make plays and the defense was doing that in the 
first half. But like you said, on that one, I came back to him. We read the coverage right, DPJ came across 
the middle and gave it to him, and finished the play.”  
 
On if they had sideline conversations about fixing the offense: 
“It’s nothing to fix. The plays are there, we just gotta capitalize. Like I said before, they do a really good job 
of trying to scheme things and take away what we really want to do. They have good coaches, good players 
over there and that’s what they did in the first half. But like I said, we just had to go out there and play our 
ball. We weren't really doing that. It was just missed opportunities in the red zone and short field position 
that the defense gave us. And then in the second half, we put together drives and we were balanced and 
we ended up building opportunities and capitalizing.” 
 
On playing with Amari Cooper for the coming years: 
“I'm hoping I will for as long as he continues to play. Until he retires. He's super good. Like I said, he’s still 
trying to get healthy and the plays that he made today while not being healthy, I mean, the sky’s the limit 
for him. Really no limit for him. He can be as good as he wants to be, so I’m excited about that.” 
 
On which throw was his best of the day: 
“We were actually just talking about that on the sideline. I think the DPJ one. It’s just the crosser, the out 
route was good and that was all Amari after that, making the catch. But the DPJ one was really good. That 



was a red zone possession. That was a possession where it was a backside read and everything on the front 
side was developing. I read the coverage right. That was something I worked on all week. Pre-snap, I kind of 
knew I was going to 11 and it opened up just how I wanted it to. 
 
On the Browns complimentary football: 
“Yes sir, that was everything that we talked about. The defense was playing really well in the first half. They 
got that long drive. They were on the field for a long time. Time of possession was like 20-8 or something 
like that. So they were kind of tired, but we had to come in and regroup, get everyone hydrated and go out 
there. They made a stop and we drove down the field, kept them on the sideline, and that’s what we did. 
Build off the energy of the defense, offense kept it up and special teams did what they had to do. It was all 
three phases we were playing well.” 
 
On how excited he is to show he is a top five quarterback again: 
“I'm just excited to be able to have those opportunities to show not just the NFL, but just the Cleveland 
fans and this organization what the future can hold. We can compete. We can come out and put all three 
phases together. We have a lot of young talent, a lot of guys that play a lot of good ball. Myself getting back 
into the game of football after two years so there's a lot of opportunities. A lot of upbringing that 2023 is 
bringing. We've got to celebrate this one and get back to Cleveland and finish out the season.” 
 
On if last week's game was a stepping stone: 
“I think each week has been an opportunity for me to build my confidence and get back to that rhythm. 
Last week we didn't go out right, but I think it was big too for me, being my first time playing in those 
conditions as quarterback of the Cleveland Browns. I think it’s one of the worst conditions I’ve ever played 
in so for me to be able to go out there and handle that, especially on that last drive, being able to throw the 
ball in a close game was a big confidence booster in that game as far as I can handle those conditions. 
We’ve got to try and put everyone together and get that victory. But each weel has been a stepping stone, 
we’ve been able to check off that box.” 
 
On what makes Amari Cooper a good third down receiver: 
“I think it's his film studies. He knows exactly what we want as far as offense. He knows the situation of the 
down and distance, and then he knows what the defense and the corners are trying to do. That's why Coop 
watches each and every corner every week. I think I can go to Amari and ask him questions that I have 
because I can see with my eyes, but this is what he studies. Being able to learn from him and see what he’s 
seeing and being on the same page - that’s why he's top five.” 
 
On RB Nick Chubb's performance: 
“It’s amazing. It’s amazing to see it. I watched him as a fan for a long time, really since high school. Now 
seeing it live and being able to hand him off the ball. He’s a future legend and having that on our side and 
being able to keep that balance definitely helps our offense.”  
 
On the defensive interceptions: 
“It’s huge. We left a lot of points out there on the board so the defense kept us in the game. They took 
away the ball and we didn't give the ball away. So that was huge, we’ve got to continue to build this energy, 
build this victory for next week's divisional game.” 
 

 
DE Jadeveon Clowney 

 



On having a lot of opportunities for sacks and interceptions: 
“Yeah, we all watch tape. We knew that we were going to get some opportunities. We just wanted to come 
out here and execute and those opportunities we get. Take advantage of. Get the ball back to the offense, 
and that’s what we did today.” 
 
On the three-and-out to start the second half: 
“It was good. In past weeks, we’ve been letting guys move the ball down the field to start the third quarter, 
so said we wanted to come out there and be strong. Came in and reminded ourselves at halftime that we 
have to start over zero, zero. Come out like we did to start the game and that’s what we did.” 
 
On what the defense said to each other to keep the momentum going: 
“Energy. We didn’t have to say much. The energy was up from the beginning. No matter our record, our 
energy was definitely there from the beginning and we kept that same energy up the whole game.” 

WR Amari Cooper 
 
On if there’s an increased focus on third down: 
“It definitely is an increased focus, and it doesn’t take away from the other downs. It’s just third down, you 
know you’ve gotta have it or you’re off the field. It’s kind of like double dipping for me, because I know if I 
get that first down, on that third down I not only make that catch but I give myself another opportunity in 
the next three downs to make a play.” 
 
On what it was like to break the tackle on his way to scoring his first touchdown of the game: 
“That situation happens a lot. You catch the ball, it’s usually like a bang-bang play and you always hope that 
somehow you get out of it. He missed, I felt that he missed and I just kept running.” 
 
On after the broken tackle, if he looking at the big screen: 
“I did look at the big screen. Usually I wouldn’t, but as we all know I’m kind of banged up. I could have ran a 
little bit faster, but it would have hurt. I was looking, like do I need to open up but typically I don’t because I 
have full confidence. I don’t care who’s out there I’m just going to roll with my technique and just get to the 
endzone.” 
. But, it’s the small things. Once you get the small things, the big things will come.”  
 

S Grant Delpit 
 
On what his two interceptions did for the team: 
“Yeah, we knew that we had been kind of light on picks this year, so it was good.We had three today. So, 
whatever to help the team, help the defense. Denzel (Ward) started it off and we had some opportunities 
that we took advantage of.” 
 
On if they are an opportunistic defense today: 
“You know, of course. You’ve got to make the plays that come to you, if they do come to you, and I think 
we did that today. But that’s all great defenses, we need takeaways. So, we get to build to next year and 
continue that, but it was a great game today.” 
 
On if he felt the Commanders may change quarterbacks during the game: 
“Yeah, I thought they might just because he was available and the other quarterback was struggling a little 
bit. But they stuck with him, so we had a good game plan for him and it worked out.” 
 



On what he saw on his two interceptions: 
“The ball hanging in the air. He kind of just hung it up for me. I was just trying to make a play and I was able 
to get it.” 
 
On if they wanted to play spoiler to Washington’s playoff hopes today: 
“Yeah man, I mean every single time we step on the field, we step on it to dominate and win. So, no matter 
what the circumstances are, no matter who might not be playing for or whatever. We step on the field, it’s 
the NFL. You know they next guys and we aren’t afraid to win at the end of the day. So, despite what they 
got going on, we’re here to win.” 
 
On if he’s hitting his stride late in the season: 
“Yeah, I guess you could say that. Plays coming to me. Me making plays but that’s a whole defensive effort 
and shout out to the rest of the guys. We played a great, complete game today.” 
 
On the message the team is sending to the league moving into next season: 
“I don’t think we’re trying to send a message to the rest of the league. We’re trying to prove who we are to 
ourselves. This year hasn’t gone how we want it to go, but we can still end the year on a high note. 
Anything we need to do to do that we’re going to do it. Move onto next week and handle business.” 
 
On it being painful playing well to end the season and not making the playoffs: 
“I mean, of course. Everyone wants to play for a Super Bowl. Everyone wants to play in the playoffs. That’s 
not the case this year, but we gotta roll with what we got. We’re going out there to win, and at the end of 
the day that’s what we’re here for.” 
 
 
 

LB Reggie Ragland 
 
On the team playing complimentary football in the second half: 
“The offense started out slow, but we came out in the second half and [QB] Deshaun [Watson] threw three 
touchdown passes. It takes a minute to come on with your receivers and understanding the playbook and 
everything like that. Defense did what we were supposed to do at the end, and special teams did a great 
job. So, we playing together, we having fun and just playing. That’s what good teams do, they just play. And 
they know when one side of the ball is down, you gotta pick the other side up.” 
 
On the three-and-out at the beginning of the second half: 
“It was huge, because they had just gone down before the half and scored. But it was good for us to get a 
three-and-out, and then the offense went down there and did what they were supposed to do. So, man it’s 
huge when you can play ball and put you offense in a good position to do what they want to do on the 
offensive side. So, we got to keep playing good, even though we only have one game left, this team can be 
so good. But, it’s the small things. Once you get the small things, the big things will come.”  
 



 
Browns Head Coach Kevin Stefanski 

 
Opening Statement: 
“[RT Jack] Conklin has an ankle injury, [CB] Denzel [Ward] has a shoulder injury. We’ll monitor those and 
update you guys as I get more information. I’m very very proud of that football team in there; proud of the 
way they competed. We talked about that all week and I saw it in practice, I saw it in this game. It was on 
offense, it was on defense, it was on special teams, it was guys just straining to finish. So, really proud of 
them. Obviously, there’s always things that you wish you can do better and we’ll look at that. But to finish 
the way we did, to play as hard as they did, I was very pleased with that effort. And with that, I’ll take any 
questions.” 
 
On what he said to the team at halftime: 
“You know, it’s… Listen, it’s a good defense number one. And then it’s a 60-minute game. We’ve lost a lot 
of football games over the course of time and you’ve just got to keep swinging. And the guys certainly knew 
that we were going to play much more like ourselves in the second half.” 
 
On how he felt QB Deshaun Watson played in the second half: 
“Pretty good. Yeah, I thought he made a lot of plays. Some of them were on-schedule, some were off-
schedule. But he stood in there, even that last throw to [WR Amari Cooper] felt like he had someone right 
in his face and stood in there and made a nice throw, and obviously Coop made a play.” 
 
On whether their coaching staff discussed how to get the ball to WR Amari Cooper at halftime: 
“No, it was go score some points. Obviously Amari is a big part of that; [RB] Nick [Chubb] is a big part of 
that. Whenever you get to halftime and you’re not playing as well as you want to, you do think about the 
players, but the conversation wasn’t, “We have to get the ball to Amari.” He’s a great player for us. When 
you call those plays you are thinking about him, and he came through with three really big ones. I mean, 
two touchdowns and the third-down play was huge as well.” 
 
On his thoughts on the connection between QB Deshaun Watson and WR Amari Cooper: 
“Yeah, I think there’s great trust in Amari. I think there’s great trust in the receivers in general, but when 
you have a veteran like Amari, there’s a lot of conversation that occurs between the quarterback and Amari 
in practice, and in-between periods about what he’s seeing and how he’s going to run this route. I think 
that great dialogue shows up then in the game and you see those two are very much on the same page.” 
 
On his thoughts on the three long offensive drives: 
“Yeah and that’s the key; it’s the execution, the plays don’t matter. I just thought the guys were blocking 
their guys, they were straining, [QB] Deshaun [Watson] was making plays off schedule, [RB] Nick [Chubb] 
was running very very hard. So. I think guys were just making plays.” 
 
On going for it on fourth down in the red zone early:  
“Yeah frustrated; obviously it’s my decision. I felt good about the play. There’s things that we could’ve done 
differently, but all in all, you want to stay aggressive when you can get sevens and then pin them back 
there. I felt confident with us pinning their offense back there.” 
 
On his thoughts on QB Deshaun Watson playing at the level that he is used to: 



“Yeah, I think with Deshaun, I think we’ve talked about it a lot. You know, he’s getting back into playing 
football. I mean, there was a little bit early in his time this season where he was just getting back into 
football-shape. So, I think all of these games really go a long way towards his progression. As you go into 
different situations, you get into a two-minute drive, or you get into a red zone drive, or four-minute drive, 
whatever it is, I think all of those reps add up to his progression.” 
 
On the offensive line holding their own against a very good defensive line: 
“Yeah, that’s the best defensive line in football. And I know they had an injury there which was 
unfortunate. But we knew we were going to have to strain to finish. I think it was five sacks, but there were 
a few that we could’ve thrown the ball away, and [QB] Deshaun [Watson] will tell you that too. So, you’re 
going up against a good front. It’s not going to be perfect all the time, but the guys really strained.” 
 
On forcing interceptions after lack of them early in the season: 
“Yeah, I think we were plus-three today and we might be even on the year now, or close to it. So, it’s great. 
I mean, when the ball is in the air, the guys have a desire to go get it. [CB] Denzel [Ward] making that play; 
even [SS] Grant’s [Delpit] play in the end zone, man that’s not easy. That’s a high degree of difficulty. So, 
with the ball skills that those guys have, with the rush that we have making the quarterback maybe throw it 
when he’s not ready or off his spot so to speak, you may get a ball that gets tipped; may get a ball that’s 
inaccurate and the guys made a great play.” 
 
On the second half performance from the offense demonstrated what he envisioned for the entire game: 
“I mean, I would prefer 60 minutes of it. Listen, you go up against a good defense at their place; you know 
it’s going to be a bit of a slog. You’ve just got to keep swinging and I think that’s what the guys did.” 
 
On which throw from QB Deshaun Watson was the best in his opinion: 
“You know, I really liked the decision to throw to [WR] Donovan [Peoples-Jones] on that third down. We 
were looking for a specific look, felt like that would be the throw. And for him to get through the 
progression, give him a good ball, and go make a play, I felt was high-level.” 
 
On QB Deshaun Watson continuing to give receivers chances:  
“You’ve got a short memory when it comes to that. Like truthfully, I didn’t even think about that as you’re 
calling the plays. [WR] Donovan [Peoples-Jones] is an extremely dependable guy, so that will never 
dissuade us from calling his number.” 
 
On why he chose to play FS D’Anthony Bell instead of SS Ronnie Harrison Jr.:  
“Just wanted to get some reps for [S] D’Anthony [Bell].” 
 
On the mental fortitude of QB Deshaun Watson in the second half: 
“Yeah, he was great. At halftime, he knew what we were capable of. Just had to get one first down, then 
get the next one, and make a couple plays, but he was great.” 
 
 
 


	1.1.23 Browns Players
	Quotes at Was

