
 

 
Head Coach Kevin Stefanski 

Cleveland Browns vs. Cincinnati Bengals 
Week 8 

10-31-22 
 
Head Coach Kevin Stefanski: 
Opening statement: 
“Great team effort. Very proud of the guys. I thought some really, really impressive individual efforts by a bunch 
of guys. I thought the guys had a great week of practice, pushed each other and pushed it to make it to the game, 
a few guys battling injuries. They just played really, really hard. Always things to clean up. Totally understand 
that. Just proud of that team and proud of their effort.” 
 
On if he feels the Browns have turned the corner defensively: 
“Played great football tonight and great defense tonight. Rush and coverage were really good. We just have to 
keep stacking them. We just have to – like anything offense, defense and special teams – give these guys a plan 
they can go execute, execute at a high level, play fast and those type of things. I thought that was on display 
tonight.” 
 
On the Browns generating pressure on Bengals QB Joe Burrow tonight: 
“I think a nice gameplan by (defensive coordinator) Joe (Woods) and the staff. I thought some of the things that 
they did really tested their protections and tested some of their line movement, if you will. Again, individual 
effort. (DE) Myles (Garrett) was very good.” 
 
On if the Bengals losing three CBs due to injury changed the Browns defense’s play calling: 
“No, we knew that they were down into their depth at corner. Just it was a three-score lead at a certain point, as 
well. Just trying to be smart.” 
 
On Garrett setting the tone in tonight’s game: 
“He does what No. 95 does. He was playing dominant out there. He is very difficult for people to block one on 
one. He gets a ton of attention, and when that happens, others are getting one on ones.” 
 
On RB Nick Chubb’s effort tonight: 
“You are the wordsmith – I can’t come up with the adjectives. He is a special player, a special person. Great 
leadership throughout the week. Runs so hard. Again, I think you can point out Nick, but I just think individual 
efforts across the board, just some of the guys up front that strained and the finish was really impressive.” 
 
On the connection between QB Jacoby Brissett and WR Amari Cooper tonight: 
“Amari was awesome. Jacoby was seeing it well. That is a good defense. That is a good rush. We at times tried 
to block it up. They did a nice job. Found Coop a few times. That catch there at the end was unbelievable. Coop 
is another guy – I know you are talking about Nick – but another pro’s pro. He shows up, gets his work done 
and leads by example.” 
 
On if there is a different sense of resolve winning a division game tonight after a few challenging weeks: 
“We really do put the blinders on. Whoever we play next is another big one. This is Monday Night Football, and 
to your point, it is a division opponent so obviously everybody is very excited for the matchup in front of our 
crowd, which by the way the crowd was outstanding tonight. They really made a difference. The games 
themselves, we just know how every single game is its own season.” 
 
On if he would like the organization to keep RB Kareem Hunt, given reports about Hunt surrounding 
tomorrow’s trade deadline and Hunt’s performance tonight: 



 

“As you can imagine, I don’t get into those type of things. I will tell you, Kareem had an unbelievable run today. 
He was dead to rights and jumped out of it – a huge first down. He fights like crazy. He is a great part of this 
team. These guys just whatever is in front of them they are fighting like crazy.” 
 
On the Browns ‘keeping their foot on the gas’ in the second half: 
“Our defense was playing at such a high level throughout. We are just trying on offense to complement what 
they were doing. To double dip at the end of the half to get the three points and then come back with a touchdown 
drive I think was a big part of that game. That only happens with complementary football.” 
 
On being short-handed at TE this week and the number of T-eligible plays ran tonight: 
“That was fun. We knew without Dave (TE David Njoku), other guys were going to have to step up – Harry (TE 
Harrison Bryant) and (TE) Pharaoh (Brown) for sure. Then felt that we could get big at times with (G) Michael 
(Dunn) and even (T) James Hudson (III). It is always really gameplan specific with what you do, but those guys 
gave us some really good reps.” 
 
On Cooper throwing an interception on a trick play and if the offense decided to go ‘back to the basics’ 
after it: 
“Obviously, when they don’t work, you ask for yourself why you called that. We have had trick plays work 
before. We are just trying to move the ball. They made a nice play. No. 55 (Bengals LB Logan Wilson) was on 
Amari. Amari said he was trying to throw it out of bounds. He didn’t realize how hard that is (laughter). It is 
what it is. Again, won’t stop us from trying to be aggressive in the future.” 
 
On if it was intentional that the Browns looked to establish the run after the first turnover: 
“It honestly becomes a rhythm of the game at times. Specifically, to that point, there were some things that we 
wanted to get going into the run game. Obviously, wanted to get Nick going, and I think we did. When you start 
hitting some of those plays, you stay on the field. A lot of times if you throw an interception or you don’t convert 
on third down, it is hard to get in a rhythm and get into those plays where your guys are touching the ball.” 
 
On individual performances appearing contagious from one player to another on defense: 
“(LB Sione) Takitaki was unbelievable. He was all over the field making tackles. I think you can go up and 
down the roster. When you get big wins like this and get great team wins, there are always individual efforts that 
you should point out and that we will point out, but ultimately, the way that these guys fight for each other in a 
team win is what matters.” 
 
On the significance of the Browns’ takeaways and points off turnovers tonight: 
“Awesome. We want to score touchdowns on all of those. Unfortunately, I think we had a penalty that brought 
us back and had a holding penalty after the first turnover, which was unfortunate. You have to turn those 
takeaways into points, and that is seven points preferably. That is always going to be our mindset. The more we 
get, the better. We did think there would be opportunities in this game based on some of the things we were 
doing, and they came to fruition.” 
 
On what entering the bye week with a victory can do for the team after a few challenging weeks: 
“I don’t know that we need to make grand statements, honestly. We came in, did what we were supposed to do 
and got a win. Then we will rest up and work on the next one.” 
 
On tonight potentially being Brissett’s last start against a division opponent and if Brissett performed as 
expected: 
“I don’t even go there. With Jacoby, as you know, he is the pro’s pro. He works really, really hard at his craft. 
He is a great leader. Played well tonight. We are going to be continuing to count on him. He is a big part of this 
team.” 
 

# # # 
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QB Jacoby Brissett 

Cleveland Browns vs. Cincinnati Bengals 
Week 8 

10-31-22 
 
QB Jacoby Brissett: 
On tonight’s win and playing complementary football: 
“A great team win in all three phases. That is what we have been stressing. We have a lot of time left. Just find 
a way to win to play one good play after one good play in all three phases. I think today we really did that. We 
played very complimentary. I think the emotions in the locker room after the game were warranted.” 
 
On if tonight’s win makes it feel like everything the team wants to accomplish is still attainable: 
“Oh, for sure. Another division win, which is huge. Obviously, that puts everything in front of us still. We 
understood the ramifications of this game, what we needed to do and what this meant for us. Extremely proud 
of the guys in the locker room. The coaches did a really good job of preparing and really focusing on the task at 
hand.” 
 
On the Browns pass and run games being effective tonight: 
“That was just our mindset. We really needed to get back to playing our style of football. That is running and 
throwing it on our terms. Running our plays on our terms. There were a couple of checks in the game we didn’t 
want to run that play versus a certain look so we got some different calls. I think Kev (Head Coach Kevin 
Stefanski) did a good job of preparing us, AVP (offensive coordinator Alex Van Pelt) and all of our guys of 
letting us know, ‘Hey, this is what our plan is as far as the whole game mindset.’ I think we executed that well 
tonight.” 
 
On his TD run: 
“Nobody was around me and then I felt somebody around me so I was having to run fast. I thought about the 
Chargers game and when I threw the pick. I have been beating myself up about that a lot just because that has 
been like sitting on my heart. I always told myself if I ever get that opportunity again, I am going to make the 
right decision. I think I half made the right decision – I reached the ball out on second down, which is stupid. It 
was one of those where I was like, ‘Man, I have to take it.’” 
 
On if he knew for sure that he had scored on the play, given he looked around after the play: 
“Oh, for sure. I touched the pylon. I was good.” 
 
On the fun of tonight’s win: 
“It is always fun going and playing in the NFL, honestly. The wins and the losses, it is always a lot of fun because 
that is life. Wins and losses in life, and just find a way to get back up. I was on the sideline thinking we have 
fallen like four times in a row, but it is like, ‘You know what? You have to find a way to get back up.’  I think 
that is the Browns’ style of football. You get knocked down, and you just get back up. You get knocked down 
again, and you just get back up. I think that was really what this game summed up is you give us a chance, and 
we are going to take it.” 
 
On if there was a sense of resolve from the team tonight to respond with a strong performance, given 
struggles earlier in the season: 
“Listen, everybody wants the perfect thing from the start. Some things take time. Everything in life good takes 
time. We have a saying, ‘Everything we want is on the other side of hard.’ You have to go through things for 
you to cherish things like this and a day like tonight. Coaches talk about ‘How do we want to feel at 11:15 p.m.?’ 
We got in the locker room at 11:14 p.m., and that was the feeling that we wanted. That is when you don’t worry 
about the past. You worry about the present moment. You worry about the guys in the room, the coaches and 
how you can come together. Nobody is giving us a chance, and that’s OK. It is perfectly fine. You have to find 



 

a way to get the guys understand, ‘Hey, it only takes one. It all starts with one.’ I think the guys did a really good 
job of that today. 
 
On the Browns offense feeding off the defense’s performance tonight: 
“They played lights out. We have been understanding and knowing that one of these days were going to come. 
They have a lot of good players on that team, a good coach and good coaches. Like I said, it takes time. It takes 
time. It just sucks in this league that not a lot of people get a lot of time, but you understand with players, with 
coaches and with humans, everybody has learning curves and every year is different. I think we did a good job 
of today is the only day we have. Today was one of those days for those guys, and very excited and proud of 
those guys what they did.” 
 
On DE Myles Garrett setting the tone for tonight’s game: 
“Yeah, he is one of those guys who I was talking about who we feed off of. He obviously is a tone-setter for us. 
We expect him to set the tone for us. He will come up and tell you that he fed off of a lot of those other guys. 
There were not a lot of places for them to throw the ball tonight, and that was because of the back end but also 
because of the front end. Our backers are making the right checks and safeties are making the right checks. It is 
a combination of a great team effort in every facet of the game.” 
 
On the Bengals defense not allowing a TD in the second half this season and if the Browns’ opening TD 
drive of the second half felt like a breakthrough tonight: 
“For sure. Once we got three at the end of the first half, we have always preached double-dipping. We understood 
if we scored, I think that would have put it at a three-possession game at the time. We understood how important 
that was. We came out with a plan and then we just lined up and we were like, ‘You know what? This is what 
we are doing.’ Kev did a good job of putting us in the right position, and I think it was one of those days where 
we imposed our will. I think that touchdown really was a very critical moment for us.” 
 
On commenting that the interception he threw against the Chargers flashed through his mind as he 
scrambled for a TD tonight: 
“For sure. Honestly, that is how slow like I feel like the game is kind of turning because of me being so present 
in the game and really enjoying the moment that I can honestly think of things like that. It is not like I am saying 
I am a psychic-like vision (laughter). Once I was scrambling, I saw No. 30 (Bengals S Jessie Bates III) watching 
my eyes and I saw Bates watching my eyes and I was like, ‘You know what? Not again.’ Usually, it is either 
going to be a throwaway or I was going to go for it. Then he scooted a little bit inside more, and I was like, ‘You 
know what? I am going to try.’” 
 
On how he knew Cooper would run past the double-team on the 53-yard completion: 
“Because it was Amari. (QB Joshua) Dobbs came back to the sideline when I came back over, and he was like, 
it was one of those, ‘Amari is down there somewhere.’ I saw him slow down, and I was like, ‘No, I am throwing 
it.’ It was third down and we know that, ‘Hey, end it in a kick,’ but I tried to throw it out far enough that if he 
didn’t get it, nobody got it. He obviously made a great play in going to chase it down.” 
 
On Cooper’s performance tonight: 
“He played really well. I honestly think that receiver room really helped each other out a lot. Coming to the 
sideline and being very transparent with what we were getting out there and what type of defense they were 
playing to us. I think everybody touched the ball tonight. I think those guys did a great job. Obviously, Amari 
kind of is our tone-setter as far as in that room, but (WR) Donovan (Peoples-Jones) made a great catch on the 
first drive that we went. Obviously, Amari played really well, but definitely proud of that room.” 
 
On if he has seen better passes than Cooper’s interception thrown: 
“He is coming to school with me tomorrow (laughter). That play is not in [the playbook] no more – I am just 
letting you know that (laughter).” 
 
On if he told Cooper he will be throwing the ball from now on: 



 

“Yeah, luckily he can run routes, and we will do that.” 
 
On if he feels OK after taking some big hits: 
“Oh yeah, I am fine.” 
 
On the team ‘emptying the tank ahead of the bye week’: 
“Yeah, and that is the mindset you have to start taking every week because nothing is promised, and every week 
is so special and you have to cherish those moments. We definitely told each other, ‘Listen, we have nothing 
next week. Literally nothing. Literally empty everything that you have.’ I think a lot of guys stepped up. 
Obviously, we had a lot of guys down, and a lot of guys on defense came up. (CB) A.J. Green setting the tone 
and Tak (LB Sione Takitaki) playing well and Debo’s (LB Deion Jones) first game starting. I think those guys 
just did a great job stepping up and taking full advantage of this moment and this opportunity. Very happy for 
those guys, and hopefully, we carry this on.” 
 

# # # 
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Browns Players 

Cleveland Browns vs. Cincinnati Bengals 
Week 8 

10-31-22 
 
BROWNS PLAYERS: 
 
G Joel Bitonio: 
On the Browns offense’s success: 
“It was a good mix. We knew that we wanted to try and run the ball a little more. We took our shots in the 
passing game and (QB) Jacoby (Brissett) and (WR Amari) Coop(er) made big plays. We want to be a team that 
can run the ball and have play-action.” 
 
On the importance of RB Nick Chubb: 
“He is very important. He is one of our leaders. He works his tail off. It is just awesome to block for him” 
 
On the direct snap TD by Chubb: 
“We were a little beat up at tight end with (TE) David (Njoku) out. We put in a couple of jumbo packages with 
a couple of extra linemen, and that was one of the plays that we wanted to run.” 
 
On the rivalry with the Bengals: 
“We know they are a great team. They were in the Super Bowl last year so we understand it is always a big test 
for us.” 
 
WR Amari Cooper: 
On how to feels to play a complementary game between all three phases: 
“It felt great. Whenever we play like that, we are going to get the W whenever we get the people in the 
building and the players on the team to make it happen. It felt good.” 
 
On if this game justifies the team’s confidence to turn the season around: 
“For sure. We have been in the league long enough to know that a big component of it is momentum. This was 
a great momentum game for us, and hopefully, we can build on it.” 
 
On QB Jacoby Brissett’s performance tonight: 
“Jacoby played fantastic tonight. I think he has played good football all year. I think the thing that stood out 
tonight was the complementary football for both sides of the football and special teams. Obviously, we still 
have some things to work on, and that is why we practice and go back to the drawing board, but this is a good 
game to build off of.” 
 
On if what the team envisions is looking to make a breakthrough: 
“Obviously being in the league for a while, you start to understand the ebbs and flows of the season. The 
matter of fact is the season is very long. Strange things have happened. Teams go on runs. Teams win the first 
six games and then lose all of the rest of them. We are very optimistic and believe in the players and personnel 
we have in the building so I think we will be alright.” 
 
On his interception thrown: 
“It was an abomination. It just kept running through my mind that if he wasn’t open, I needed to just throw it 
away. I didn’t realize how hard it was to throw it away. That is what I tried to do. I did not try to throw it to 
him. I was throwing it back to the line of scrimmage, and I looked up and it was in another guy’s hands. It was 
terrible. I don’t think they will have me throwing any more passes (laughter). It feels like the whole world is 



 

watching you when you make a bad play like that. I understand that the game is long and there are ample 
opportunities to make up for the bad plays that you make.” 
 
T Jack Conklin: 
On if the game helps the Browns get back on track: 
“Yeah, we now have a week to get guys healthy and just build off of this. It’s all we can do, and that is 
important to stack the little things and keep doing that.” 
 
On QB Jacoby Brissett’s performance this season: 
“He has handled everything well and is a good game manager.” 
 
On if he saw T James Hudson III’s block on the TD run: 
“I heard he killed him, which is awesome. I haven’t seen it yet, but I heard it was a pretty darn good block. 
You are just pumped about a guy who has worked that hard and is really improving. It is great to see him come 
in and make an impact like that.” 
 
On how refreshing it is to snap a losing streak at home on primetime on Halloween: 
“It is awesome anytime you come out on Monday night and run the ball like that to get a win to get us back on 
track. It is very important.” 
 
DE Myles Garrett: 
On if the team is turning the corner defensively: 
“We are starting to. We put together two pretty good performances in a row. This one was big, showing up in 
the first half and keeping them under 17 points. That is what we look to do every game. This type of 
performance is something we need to stack on.” 
 
On if he felt like he helped set the tone in tonight’s game, including impacting the first interception: 
“It did. That first tipped pass leading to an interception and then that sack, it felt like everyone was like, ‘The 
bank is open. Everyone grab something.’ I was rushing to get to the passer to make a big play, but there were a 
lot of guys playing lights out. It was just beautiful to see.” 
 
On confidence the team could help make Bengals QB Joe Burrow uncomfortable tonight: 
“Just confident. Just liked the matchup. He is a great quarterback, and it is difficult to get to him, especially 
with how quick they get the ball off, but if and when we make him bring the ball down, we are rushing and we 
are going to get there. We had enough time to get there and have an effect on the game.” 
 
On what the Browns need to do during their bye week to build for the second half of the season: 
“It has to be routine. It has to be the standard. We have to make sure that everything we did leading up to this 
game is the same the week after this one. I think we have what it takes. We have taken our lumps, but we will 
show what we have and our dedication to the game and what it takes to get wins in this league because they 
don’t come easily. Right now, to get a win like this, and in a dominant fashion, it is showing the guys how 
good we can really be.” 
 
On how the atmosphere felt with the crowd, the Monday night game and Halloween: 
“Damn it, it felt good. To have the crowd behind us fully and have a lot of big plays on offense and defense 
with some young guys out there making plays, you can’t ask for a better setting to have a great game. Those 
guys have balled out in all three phases. It is going to be talked about and remembered for a while. With that 
comes the responsibility to keep doing it and the consistency. I think we have the guys to do it.” 
 
On if the light is back on for the team to compete for the division title: 
“The light was never gone. That is all we talked about: empty the tank, 100 percent commitment to your craft 
and your brother. See what we can get out of it, especially going into the bye week. We had a lot of guys buy 
completely into that message, and it really showed.” 



 

 
On if tonight was the perfect example of playing complementary football: 
“I don’t want to say perfect. Perfect would have been a shutout, but it was damn close. It was a fun one to play 
in because it felt like everything was clicking all over the field.” 
 
On QB Jacoby Brissett representing tough football: 
“He is tough. He is going to hang in the pocket, make the throws and fight for yardage. He is not going to back 
down from anything. If he makes a mistake, it rolls off his back, and he is out there trying to make another big 
play or get us a first down. The man really embodies it.” 
 
On if this game was circled after what was said by the Bengals in the preseason: 
“Heck yeah. We really wanted to get after them. They definitely had this one circled, as well. We all wanted to 
get after them after what they said about our defense and what they were going to do. We can’t wait to see 
them again in their house.” 
 
On the Bengals and Burrow bringing out the best in the Browns defense: 
“I don’t know if it’s him saying the sacks are underrated or the wide receivers talking about our defensive 
backs, but I guess they just light a fire in us and we are able to get after them a little differently. Burrow and I 
are cool off the field, but in between the goal line and me, he is going to have to take that L.” 
 
CB A.J. Green: 
On why the Browns match up well with the Bengals: 
“I don’t know. I just feel like we try to come in every week and just play our best. There is a lot brewing up to 
this point.” 
 
On how hard it is to wait for an opportunity like tonight and how special it is after spending a lot of time 
on special teams: 
“I wouldn’t say it is typically hard or anything like that. It is just kind of waiting for an opportunity being 
behind (CB Denzel) Ward, who is a pretty good corner, and (CB) Greg (Newsome II), a pretty good corner, 
and MJ (CB Martin Emerson, Jr.), the rookie, who is having an outstanding season and then (CB) Greedy 
(Williams), so it is like just kind of knowing the level I have to stay up to and play up to and knowing what I 
can do and what I’m capable of. Every time I go out there, I know I belong so I just go out there and have to 
prove it.” 
 
On if he thought he had a TD following the interception: 
“I didn’t know he had touched me. I wish they would have blown the whistle or something because I was 
gassed after that. That was pretty much it.” 
 
T James Hudson III: 
On going in motion on the TD run: 
“I was going to get in on that play so I kind of spoke it into existence. I visualized it. I made the play.” 
 
On the running start of going in motion being new for him: 
“Definitely. Definitely new to me, but I like it. It is something I could possibly get used to. I don’t know.” 
 
On if it was fun going in motion: 
“It is definitely fun. I remember I saw (49ers T) Trent Williams do it last year, and I was like ‘I wonder what I 
would look like doing that.’ You know? It came up this week. Like I said, last year when I saw him play, I was 
thinking about it and what I would look like being in the fly motion and coming downhill like that. I will look 
like a little athlete. Make something happen.” 
 
On going viral on Manningcast and on Twitter: 
“I’m going to have to go check Twitter in a little bit to see what they are talking about.” 



 

 
On if his phone blew up with messages after the game: 
“It was. I mostly saw my friends texting me. My friends text me first, but I’ll go check it and see what they are 
talking about here in a little bit.” 
 
On getting a win to snap the losing streak: 
“It means a lot. Getting that W going into the bye week is something we really wanted to do and have a good 
taste in our mouth going into the bye week. I’m glad that we came out with the W and made it happen.” 
 
CB Greg Newsome II: 
On the Browns DL being able to pressure Bengals QB Joe Burrow and how it made his job easier: 
“For sure. It makes our job a lot easier. When our guys are getting home, it makes our job a lot easier. Just 
shout out to (defensive coordinator) Joe Woods for putting us in great schemes and running great stunts up 
front and they were able to get home today.” 
 
LB Sione Takitaki: 
On why the Browns defense was successful against Bengals QB Joe Burrow and the Bengals tonight: 
“Obviously, we had a good gameplan that our coaches put together. When you lose so many games like that, 
everybody just comes together to get a win. People were tuned-in during practice so I feel like scheme.” 
 
On getting the division win: 
“It is big. It came at a good time going into the bye. How much would it suck to get a loss and go into the bye. 
A lot of guys who are banged up right now and can get healthy and come back stronger.” 
 
On the rivalry with the Bengals: 
“I feel like there is a lot of build up during the year for this game, especially recently with the star weapons. 
We are a rowdy bunch and they are a rowdy bunch so it is a good division game.” 
 
DE Isaiah Thomas: 
On how the Browns defense felt tonight: 
“It felt like the first time in a while that we just had fun. Just go out there and play. Doing our jobs and sticking 
to the game plan.” 
 
On the energy entering the game: 
“I don’t know, it just felt different coming out of that tunnel. You could see it on guys faces in pregame. Just 
out there locking in and focusing.” 
 
On takeaways from tonight’s game: 
“Know what we are capable of. Doing the stuff that we have been preaching for eight weeks. We are out there 
executing our job and take that into the next week.” 
 
On the momentum during the game: 
“You just want everybody to get a piece of the fun. Guys are hungry making more plays as a team. We are out 
there wanting to make plays for the betterment of this team.” 
 
K Cade York: 
On getting back in the win column: 
“Obviously, it feels pretty great going into the bye week with a win.” 
 
On the atmosphere in the stadium and making kicks: 
“I thought I was striking the ball better for the most part. Obviously, the first one is a little disappointing. I 
haven’t seen necessarily what exactly happened on it, but when it comes down to it, I need to get the ball 
pulled up a little bit quicker. Other than that, I feel like I hit it well. I had a PAT that was off, but I was 



 

working on some stuff this week and I felt like I implemented it pretty well. I just have to keep doing better 
with it.” 
 
On if Bengals K Evan McPherson’s misses show how difficult it is to kick at FirstEnergy Stadium: 
“It’s not even just FirstEnergy. It’s just hard to kick in the NFL. You have times when you will have bad days 
and you try to put stuff together. Stats don’t always show how good of a season you are having. You might be 
100 percent but you haven’t attempted anything crazy or you might be 70 percent but you have done some 
good stuff for the team. Evan is a great kicker, and he is going to bounce back just fine. It’s just difficult to 
kick in general.” 
 
On entering the bye with a win and renewed confidence: 
“For sure. There have been so many close games that could have gone either way. We should have pulled 
some of those out. Going into the bye with a [win], especially a divisional game against the Bengals and game 
stakes in the division, it is a breath of fresh air to get to take two weeks to prepare for the next team.” 
 
On the 55-yarder at the end of the first half: 
“There were basically two kicks in a row I got blocked down the middle so I was pissed off. I got to the 
sideline and tried to see what happened. I couldn’t see on the pictures they gave us so I just went out there 
pissed off and tried to hammer it, honestly. It felt pretty good.” 
 

# # # 
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Bengals Head Coach Zac Taylor 

Cleveland Browns vs. Cincinnati Bengals 
Week 8 

10-31-22 
 
Bengals Head Coach Zac Taylor: 
On where the game got away from them: 
“It’s really easy to be quite honest with you. It was 18-0 there late in the second quarter. We miss a field goal. 
They go down and kick a field goal to go into the half. There are three points; 11-0. They get the ball first. 
They score seven, so there’s 10-0. We go three and out and they score again. 17 points. Offense has three plays 
- three bad plays. Three and out. And they go 17 points. Really, that’s where the game is 25-0 before you even 
know it. Just not good enough in any of the phases there. Obviously, they tipped the ball in the first possession 
on offense and it set us back there. We had a good drive and good rhythm. (Browns DE) Myles Garrett did a 
nice job of getting his hand on the ball and he tipped it. We just didn’t do a great job of overcoming that on 
offense early and getting points on the board or giving our defense some help. I thought in the first half they 
played well. They really did. We just didn’t give enough help on offense. In the second half, we just didn’t 
hold up as a team.” 
 
On CB Chidobe Awuzie: 
“I don’t think it’s great. It’s a knee. I don’t think it’s great. Didn’t get confirmation yet.” 
 
On how losing Awuzie affected the defense: 
“It’s tough because Chidobe (CB Chidobe Awuzie) is a guy that is one of the hardest workers on our team and 
one of the most focused guys. Great man of character. He does everything right, does everything to lift up his 
teammates. He does everything to prepare himself. He is all about the team. He puts his heart and soul into this 
thing so to see a guy get hit like that is tough.” 
 
On why the passing game struggled: 
“I wouldn’t go that far. I think we had a great drive to start the game and had it tipped on a pick. We were 
moving the ball really well. Then we just had two three-and-outs. We had a big drop on one that would have 
kept us moving. We had a great opportunity there and just didn’t get into a rhythm with those two three-and-
outs. It just didn’t allow us to do anything. A couple two-yard gains on 1st and 10, then you’re 2nd and 8. Just 
stuff.” 
 
On any specific reasons for the struggles: 
“I think we just didn’t do a good job finding our rhythm early on. It’s as simple as that because I thought we 
had great rhythm on the first drive. We had a wide open hitch route and they just tipped the ball. We had what 
we wanted and they just made a good play. I thought we had great rhythm on the first drive. If you get some 
points there, you get some momentum and things are different because our defense did a nice job in the first 
half. We just didn’t get it done.” 
 
On why they couldn’t find that rhythm on the next drive: 
“I think it was decent. I think the next drive was maybe a six-play drive. Again, it just wasn’t good enough.” 
 
On special teams and K Evan McPherson’s missed kicks: 
“I think we’ll just have to see it to be sure.” 
 
On what made Browns DE Myles Garrett and the Browns pass rush difficult: 
“I thought really in the first half we did a nice job. He got us the one time on third down. I thought we had a 
good plan. I thought our guys executed really well. The worst thing you want to do against the Cleveland 



 

Browns is give them a two or three score lead and let their running game get going, their play actions, and let 
their pass rushers key in. That’s a recipe for disaster. Unfortunately that’s what we gave to them.” 
 
On the message to the team with this being a short week: 
“It’s easy to see what this one comes down to. Like what I mentioned in the first question, the way that 
segment of the game got away from us, this isn’t the type of team we are. This is a 17-game season and this is 
one game. We weren’t at our best today at any phase. I’m confident that’s not not who we are, but we can 
make the corrections and flush this one away quickly, turn our attention to Carolina on the six-day week.  Have 
a great opportunity to get this out of our system quickly and play next Sunday.” 
 
On climbing out of the hole: 
“We can’t control that right now. We just have to focus on beating Carolina.” 
 
On losing CB Chidobe Awuzie and CB Tre Flowers: 
“We’ll have to see. They quick-snapped us on one third down so I don’t think we were totally lined up 
properly. They got us on one. I think (Browns WR Amari Cooper) made the play over two guys there late in 
the game. We’ll have to look at them and see what corrections can be made and what we can do a better job of, 
but credit to them because they made some good plays.” 
 
On whether the Browns defense was trying to take away the big plays: 
“They mixed it up. There was one-high, two-high. There were a lot of different looks. They switched up their 
coverage when they could, but I wouldn’t say it was predominantly one-high or two-high.” 
 
On how not having WR Ja’Marr Chase affected the game plan: 
“I thought our guys did a great job preparing and were ready to go.” 
 
On the strip sack fumble at the end of the first half: 
“I think he was just pulling to throw it. He’s one of the best in the pocket at securing the ball so when he pulls 
to throw it to (Bengals WR) Tee (Higgins) they got him on the wrist. That’s tough. As any quarterback 
[knows], when you’re separating your hands for a throw and they get you on the wrist, there’s just not a lot 
you can do about that. That’s unfortunate because the two turnovers, if you’re looking at it to assess blame, 
that’s a difficult thing to do because one is just a block by the defensive end who got his hand up, and the one 
is as you’re going to throw to what appears to be an open guy. He got his hand hit. That’s tough because both 
of those drives took points off the board and maybe some early momentum. We talk about slow starts and all 
that stuff when in reality we had two good drives there and they just made plays.” 
 

# # # 
 

***Visit the Browns Media Center for materials provided by the Browns communications department, 
including media schedules, press releases, quotes, photos, media guides, rosters, depth charts and more.*** 

 

https://browns.1rmg.com/


 

 
Bengals QB Joe Burrow 

Cleveland Browns vs. Cincinnati Bengals 
Week 8 

10-31-22 
 
Bengals QB Joe Burrow: 
On how the Browns pulled away: 
“Defense gets two turnovers there at the end of the first quarter, early second quarter, around the midfield mark 
and we do not really do anything with it. First drive, we drive right down there, (DE) Myles (Garrett) makes a 
great play on an RPO, gets his hands up and knocks it down, ends up falling right into him. That was really the 
start of a long day for us.” 
 
On the difficult match-up between the Browns: 
“You have to give credit to them. They always play well against us. It is tough to answer that one. They have 
really good players on defense. They are good on the outside. They are really well-coached. They are sound in 
their leverages and their coverages. Obviously, they have Myles Garrett and (DE Jadeveon) Clowney that can 
get after the passer. They have had our number the past couple of years.” 
 
On if he is still encouraged with progress of the Bengals’ offensive line: 
“Yeah, we will have to watch the tape. I have all the faith in the world in those guys to go out there and I thought 
they played well enough to win.” 
 
On if the Browns’ defense did anything to take away the explosive plays: 
“They did a great job in their leverages and playing soft and making us check it down. They tackled really well. 
The last couple of weeks, we got teams out of that because we were able to break some tackles, and we got yards 
after the catch. You have to give them credit. They were great tacklers today.” 
 
On if the Browns ran a lot of Cover 2: 
“A lot of Quarters and they were playing Cover 1 and real high.” 
 
On how much he missed WR Ja’Marr Chase tonight: 
 “Any time that guy goes down, it is going to have an effect, but we are a better offense than what we put out 
there tonight, even without him. There are no excuses for that.” 
 
On if the Browns were doing anything differently without Chase in the lineup: 
“It is tough to say right now. I will have to go back and watch the film. Like I said, they were playing their 
Quarters and mixing up Cloud to Cover 3 or Quarters. They did a good job mixing it up.” 
 
On his reaction on Chase being injured: 
“It is tough, whenever one of your friends goes down like that. You do not want it to weigh on you. We expect 
him to be back at some point. When that is, I am not sure. He is going to do what he needs to do to get back on 
the field.” 
 
On his message to the team being 0-3 in Divisional play: 
“We are not panicking. We know what went wrong in each game. We have to go back and watch the film, make 
our corrections in this one like we always have and come back out firing next week.” 
 
On his interception on the RPO: 
“Yeah, (WR) Tee (Higgins) was open. Myles made a great play getting his hands up.” 
 
On if the early turnovers took the Bengals out of their rhythm: 



 

“The first one, I thought we had a touchdown to the left side. I thought Tee got held, did not get that call. Then, 
Myles made a great play on the RPO getting his hands up. Not much you can do about that one. Then, get the 
turnover and have great field position, Tee wins on the route, (Browns LB Sione) Takitaki makes a great play 
on a pass rush, applied pressure and was able to knock it out of my hand.” 
 
On the difficulty in facing a player like DE Myles Garrett: 
“He is one of those elite of the elites in the league, so he is always going to go out there and make plays. You 
have to try to limit his impact on the game, but it is always hard with that guy.” 
 

# # # 
 

***Visit the Browns Media Center for materials provided by the Browns communications department, 
including media schedules, press releases, quotes, photos, media guides, rosters, depth charts and more.*** 
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Bengals Players 

Cleveland Browns vs. Cincinnati Bengals  
Week 8 

10-31-22 
 
BENGALS PLAYERS: 
 
Bengals T La’el Collins: 
On if he felt that this was one of those nights nothing could go right: 
“I mean, it just felt like we couldn’t get into a rhythm like we expected to, but we have to go back to work. 
Obviously not having (WR) Ja’Marr (Chase) is big for us. When we are missing a guy like that, we need to 
step up and do a better job.” 
 
On the offense stalling in Browns territory and it coming back to haunt the Bengals: 
“Absolutely. Anytime you are in the opponents territory, you need to put points up on the board. That’s the 
bottom line and we weren’t able to do that. We had the opportunity to do that and the defense gave us 
opportunities but unfortunately, we weren’t able to capitalize.”  
 
On how hard it is to protect in a game against the Browns when you have to pass: 
“That’s what we get paid to do. There's no exception to that; we have to protect the QB (Joe Burrow), give him 
time to go through his reads and keep him upright. We have to go back to work and do a better job at that.” 
 
Bengals WR Tee Higgins: 
“We just left a few plays out there. Like you said it was a really tough start for us and we dug ourselves in a 
hole with the turnovers.” 
 
On whether a game like this surprises him: 
“Like I said, we dug ourselves in a hole and we were not able to get ourselves out of it and that was the 
outcome of the game.” 
 
On what he knows about this team and its ability to bounce back: 
“We have done it in the past so we just need to regroup. This is a short week so we will come back next 
Sunday and try to get back on track.” 
 
On QB Joe Burrow saying early on that he thought they had a penalty: 
“First quarter, got grabbed but they did not call it, can not argue that. We just have to keep playing, like we did 
and just have to capitalize on the opportunities that we get.” 
 
On whether this game tonight was perplexing considering that they believed they had it figured out: 
“It is football, you can not let it derail your entire season. You just need to take what you did wrong, fix the 
corrections and move on to the next. It is football.” 
 
Bengals CB Mike Hilton: 
On the teams overall performance: 
“We couldn’t find our footing on both sides of the football. Defensively, we gave up a lot of third downs. It 
was a tough night all around but kudos to them (Cleveland Browns). They outplayed us and got a big win.” 
 
On if it was stunning that the defensive played as poorly as it did compared to the rest of the season so 
far: 
“Yeah you could say that. We have to fix what we did wrong. That's a good team over there and we knew what 
they liked to do. We just couldn’t make plays.” 



 

 
On how much they missed CB Eli Apple: 
“We missed him a lot. He means a lot to this defense but that is an opportunity for the young guys to get some 
experience. We look forward to them learning and growing each week.” 
 
On how much the Browns running game hurt the defense in the second half: 
“Coming out of the half, they came down and scored on us right away. It put us in a big hole and we just 
weren't able to stay afloat. Like I said, they outplayed us and what could we do now. We have a good team in 
Carolina coming up on a short week. We have to lock in, stay focused and try to get a win Sunday.” 
 
Bengals DE Sam Hubbard: 
On the loss of CB Chidobe Awuzie: 
“Unbelievable, that hurts really bad. He is an unbelievable player and I wish him all the best. We are going to 
miss him and I do not know what happened. I just saw him on crutches and this is really tough.” 
 
On so many players checking on CB Chidobe Awuzie in the tent: 
“If you know anything about Chido (CB Chidobe Awuzie), it means the world to him. He is one of the most 
reliable teammates that I have ever played with and not much to say other than he means a lot to this team.” 
 
On how they are going to move on from this loss: 
“It is never easy.  We are down a bunch of our leaders, DT D.J. Reader Jr. and stuff like that. Young guys are 
going to get the opportunity to step up and we are going to rally around that.  
 
On whether they see their current record as a hole to dig out of: 
“You have to at this point. We have one more shot at each team and our best chance is to go 3 and 3 in the 
division and then it is kind of going to be crunch time where we do not have any room for error.  It is a tough 
loss but it is football and it is all about how you respond.” 
 
On what he knows about his team and whether he believes that they will bounce back: 
“I know the guys we got in our locker room. There are so many leaders, I mean this is one of the best groups of 
guys that I have been around and I know that there will be no finger pointing. There will be a lot of people 
looking at themselves and figuring out what they can do individually to get better and that is how you get out 
of situations like this, I have been here many times before.” 
 

# # # 
 

***Visit the Browns Media Center for materials provided by the Browns communications department, 
including media schedules, press releases, quotes, photos, media guides, rosters, depth charts and more.*** 
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