
POSTGAME QUOTES 
 
GREEN BAY PACKERS vs. CLEVELAND BROWNS, Dec. 25, 2021, at Green Bay, Wis. 
 
QUARTERBACK BAKER MAYFIELD: 
(on what he saw on the last interception) “Just saw the safety over-rotated toward Jarvis’ side. Felt another one 
attaching to the back coming out of the backfield, and just felt that space to Donovan and tried to put it in that 
window. Little bit of contact, but you can’t bank on that being called. But that was the second one. The first 
interception, the one put to Donovan as well, he was probably 15 yards downfield getting illegal contact. But the 
other two were just bad throws. Didn’t follow through on the one in the end zone, which is extremely costly, a 
red-zone turnover. Just sailed high, you can see it if you slow it down. Falling back, fighting my own momentum, 
which is not good. And the other one to Jarvis on the sideline, our sideline, just got to put it more outside. The 
guy made a good play on it, seeing it left inside and rotating back and playing it. But just frustrating. I don’t think 
it was anything preparation-wise, mentally. It was just missed throws. Uncharacteristic and I hurt this team. That’s 
the most frustrating thing for me because I thought our defense played tremendous against a really, really good 
offense. But when you turn the ball over in your own territory, in the red zone and around midfield and give them 
extra opportunities, they’re going to take advantage of it. That’s just who they are.” 
 
(on Mayfield not having a history of turning the ball over and if that adds to his frustration) “Yeah, that’s why it’s 
extra frustrating. Like I said, I thought the defense played great. Our skill guys played well. Offensive line, same 
thing. Our back, obviously running their tails off. So that’s why it’s frustrating for me. Like I said, I hurt this team. 
There’s no excuse. It is what it is.” 
 
(on if not having any practice time over the last 10 days or so was a factor in his performance) “No, like I said, I 
don’t think it was any mental preparation. I’ve had a ton of reps in making those throws. I expect myself to make 
them and that’s why it’s frustrating. If I’d be sitting up here giving an excuse that I didn’t practice but that’s…I’m 
a quarterback in the NFL, I need to make those throws. I have before and time and time again. So, it is what it 
is.” 
 
(on what his attitude was at halftime after throwing three interceptions in the first half of the game) “Like I said, 
some of them were just bad throws, and you just have to flush it and move on. Knowing at that point that it was 
only a two-score game, the defense was playing well, that we were going to be in the ballgame, and we were. It 
just sucks to end it on another turnover when I could have gotten us into field-goal range and sealed the game. 
It just sucks that it all happened early and gave them extra points.” 
 
(on losing two games in less than a week and what they are facing through the end of the season) “We have to 
take care of business, our own business, I know. We have to handle Pittsburgh next week. Everybody knows 
that we need some help to get into the playoffs. Help won’t matter unless we take care of our own business, and 
that’s going to be our focus. We have another division opponent and then another one after that to end the 
season. We have to get better and hope for the best, but all we have to do is work hard and focus on getting the 
win next week.” 
 
(on what he did this morning) “Wake up, talked to the doctors, cleared the protocol, fly, landed at about 9:30. 
Went straight to the hotel, went through some stuff with AVP (offensive coordinator Alex Van Pelt) and Kevin 
(Stefanski) and then did a walk-through. Then after that, just a normal routine before pregame.” 
 
(on how frustrated he was to have tested positive for COVID-19) “It’s very frustrating, especially this past week. 
Obviously, we were hit pretty hard about the last week with everybody prior to game time. Just not being able to 
get a negative test and being around my wife – she never tested positive. The whole thing is just strange. I 
handled it as best I could, being involved in virtual meetings, talking to the guys and doing mental reps and doing 
stuff around the house as much as I could. It’s not an excuse. I expect myself to make those throws tonight, and 
I didn’t. That’s why I hurt this team.” 
 
(on if he feels like they still have some control over their destiny through the end of the season) “We do. Like I 
said, if we don’t win these next two games, then it won’t matter, truly. We have to handle business. That’s the 



main focus – onto Pittsburgh. I’ll learn from my mistakes. I really do think our guys played well. [We] just need to 
handle a division opponent that we know pretty well and that’s playing really well right now.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

POSTGAME QUOTES 
 
GREEN BAY PACKERS vs. CLEVELAND BROWNS, Dec. 25, 2021, at Green Bay, Wis. 
 
HEAD COACH KEVIN STEFANSKI: 
(opening statement) “Nothing on the injury front to report. Frustrating. Came here to get a W (win) and 
didn’t get it done. Ultimately that is really hard. Finished minus four in the turnover margin versus a 
team that doesn’t really turn the ball over. Again, for it to be a two-point game when we didn’t do a great 
job with the ball is really unfortunate. With Baker (Mayfield) I know we had four interceptions, but listen, 
we win as a team, we lose as a team. He is going to take it hard. We are all taking it hard. The truth is 
we may not control our destiny, but we do control what we do this week and going out there versus 
Pittsburgh on Monday Night Football. That is what we can control right now, but frustrating.” 
 
(on his thought process on the final drive) “I mean, we are thinking ‘go score a touchdown’ really. So 
we were trying to get Nick (Chubb) some touches, take some shots when they are there and stay on 
schedule to get some chunks. But we were going to drive and try and go score a touchdown, and then 
if we couldn’t score a touchdown, kick a field goal.” 
 
(on if he considered making a quarterback change at halftime) “No.” 
 
(on Mayfield’s fourth interception) “I have to look at the tape. I did think there was some tugging and 
holding on Donovan Peoples-Jones. I understand the officials are not going to get every call, but in big 
moments like that, it’s tough.” 
 
(on going for a two-point conversion in the first half) “We had decided we were going to go for two.” 
 
(on Mayfield’s first three interceptions) “Plays that we have run before; plays that I know he is 
comfortable with. Poor decision. We have to learn from it.” 
 
(on if the offense was performing better tonight) “In the moment you are just trying to do whatever you 
can to help the team. We had good moments. We had good moments in the run and the pass, but 
ultimately we came up short as a team.” 
 
(on the mindset after two close losses) “It is really no different than what we have talked about before. 
We just have to focus on Pittsburgh. We have a long week so hopefully, we can get some guys 
healthier, and put a plan together and go play at home, excuse me, on the road, and then at home 
versus the Bengals. We just have to go handle this week, and I think our guys understand all of that, 
and I just told them that.” 
 
(on his walkthrough with Mayfield today) “Yeah he got here and did a walk through and then we spent 
some time, myself and AVP (offensive coordinator Alex Van Pelt), with the quarterbacks.” 
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(on the performance of his defense tonight) “I thought it was outstanding. They were undermanned 
tonight at all three levels, the defensive line and the secondary for sure. For those guys to step up I 
thought the coaches did a nice job. The players did a nice job; that is the best team in the NFC. They 
got Aaron Rodgers, who is playing at an MVP-like level. For them to slow them down, which is what we 
had to do, I thought they did their part.” 
 
(on if he wishes they ran the ball more) “I would have to look at it. Obviously when you turn it over that 
is not what you are trying to do, but I thought there were opportunities in the passing game as well.” 
 
(on his running backs) “Both guys were outstanding. The line did a nice job. Tight ends were heavily 
involved in the run game, but they had some really great runs. Effort runs. I think of that D’Ernest 
(Johnson) run there on third and 10, we are trying to maybe pop one or get fourth and manageable and 
he made a great run. Those guys fought like crazy.” 
 
(on if he knew Mayfield would play) “We knew he would clear; unless something unforeseen happened, 
we knew he would clear. So we anticipated Baker being the quarterback the whole week.” 
 
(on if Mayfield is still the starting quarterback) “Yes. He is our starting quarterback. Yes.” 
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