
 
Head Coach Kevin Stefanski 

Denver Broncos vs. Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-21-21 

 
Head Coach Kevin Stefanski: 
Opening statement:  
“On the injury front, (WR) Donovan (Peoples-Jones) has a groin injury. He will get an MRI on that. He did that in pregame 
warmups. (CB) Denzel (Ward) has a hamstring injury. We will also get an MRI on that tomorrow morning.  
 
“That is a great team win. I am really proud of the guys for fighting like crazy to get to this game. Guys who were pushing 
through those injuries, it was just incredible to see these Thursday night games and what they put their bodies through. I am 
really proud of them. Just the game itself, playing complementary football. Whatever took it in any of that game, whatever it 
took offensively, defensively and special teams, I thought the guys really played complementary ball. We got a team win. I 
could single out a bunch of guys, but (RB) D’Ernest Johnson to me is a warrior and a great teammate. What he has fought 
through in his career and then to go have a night like that and to end it how he did on that this down, I thought was just 
outstanding.” 
 
On QB Case Keenum’s performance, including the fourth down conversion: 
“Case fought like he always does. I thought he orchestrated the operation. He took care of the football. That was a huge play in 
the end zone there on fourth down just to make a play and fighting for extra yards, but he did a great job fighting.” 
 
On the difference between calling play for QB Baker Mayfield and Keenum: 
“I would say no difference. We did not materially change who we are.” 
 
On if Keenum took first team reps on Tuesday in practice: 
“He did not. He got walkthrough reps, but he did not get the full-speed reps. When you are a backup in this league, you do not 
get reps.” 
 
On the decision to receive the ball to open the game: 
“We just felt like the wind might be a significant factor in the second half so we felt like we wanted to have it in that direction 
in the fourth quarter.” 
 
On Johnson responding to convert third-and-seven to seal the win after having a run taken away due to a penalty: 
“Disappointed in the penalties overall. I would tell you, that is what you get on a short week with no practice. I hate it and I am 
not pleased with it, but I certainly am not surprised we had some errors like that. We just wanted to make sure we ran that clock 
and got it down to 20 seconds or whatever it would be. I think that was very similar with the Colts game last year with 
D’Ernest. We called a very, very similar run. It was a very similar result.” 
 
On if going for it on the fourth down is a ‘guts or confidence’ call: 
“In these scenarios, you believe in your guys. We think it makes sense to do it, but like I said to you before, we will not do that 
just for the sake of doing it. We are doing it because we think we have a chance of getting a first down in that situation and a 
chance to get seven points in that situation, and as you saw, that was important.” 
 
On the Browns defense’s performance, especially in the first half: 
“I thought they were lights out in that first half. We were getting them into third-and-longer situations. We were playing tight in 
coverage, were in our zones and sound in what we were doing. We were rallying and making tackles short of the sticks. I 
thought the guys were really executing the defense.” 
 
On how much of the 182 team rushing yards is scheme and how much is depth at RB: 
“We have high expectations for our team in general, specifically to the run game. We had (T) Jed (Wills Jr.) back in there and 
(G) Blake (Hance) is playing well for us. We still had our tight ends and still had the receivers fighting on the outside. I thought 
D’Ernest had a really nice day, and got (RB Demetric) Felton some carries in there as well. The guys did a great job.” 
 



 
On Hance’s performance, particularly against Broncos OLB Von Miller: 
“Von Miller is a Hall of Famer so he got our attention. Obviously, he did not play there in the second half, but I thought he 
fared well.” 
 
On what it meant to the team to have WR Jarvis Landry back: 
“It meant a lot to this team. Having him come out of that tunnel last, I think it meant a lot to our fans. He brings the juice, no 
pun intended. He brings it to our sideline. Having him out there, a guy who fights, I could be talking about a bunch of different 
guys, but he is one. He fought like crazy to be out there with his teammates. (WR) Odell (Beckham Jr.) fought like crazy to be 
out there with his teammates. To see those guys do that throughout the week and then get out there and not feel perfect but do 
whatever it took, I thought was so impressive.” 
 
On a report that Mayfield sustained a fracture to the shoulder: 
“I am not going to get into specifics of Baker’s injury at this time. He is another guy who is fighting, and he will be back out 
there as soon as he can.” 
 
On if Mayfield could play in the next game against Pittsburgh: 
“Of course there is a chance for all of it, but it is too far away to give you a good number.” 
 
On if Mayfield’s fracture changes a potential return: 
“No.” 
 
On knowing tonight’s game would be a grind and ugly with all of the injuries on the short week: 
“It did not have to be ugly, but we knew with the limited practice reps and with the guys that were banged up and then Donovan 
goes down in warmups, we knew that it might be a challenge getting the guys in the huddle and guys knowing their role. That is 
credit to (pass game coordinator/wide receivers coach) Chad O’Shea to have the pulse of that room and understand how to 
move those guys around by formation because we walked through a lot of plays in one formation, and we had to call it in a 
different formation. Those are the type of things on a Thursday night game that typically happen, but by and large, I thought the 
guys executed pretty well.” 
 
On K Chase McLaughlin’s 52-yard FG into the Dawg Pound: 
“We felt confident in Chase, and that is from him demonstrating that he can kick into the Dawg pound. He can make those. He 
has done it in games He does it in practice. It is certainly a weapon for us in those areas where we do not want to punt and we 
can’t go for it. We do have faith in him to come through.” 
 
On the decision not to challenge a QB sneak on fourth down by Broncos QB Teddy Bridgewater: 
“Yeah we thought about it, but they felt upstairs that he got it.” 
 
On if WR Odell Beckham, Jr. will be able to continue to play through his shoulder injury: 
“I do not know long term. I can’t give you a great answer. Odell wanted to play very very badly, and he wanted to be out there 
with his teammates very, very badly. He does not feel 100 percent and a lot of those guys do not, but to good what he did, fight 
through it and make a play late in the game for us, again, really proud of those guys.” 
 
On Landry’s status: 
“I think he is OK.” 
 
On Browns players battling to play through injury and if that is part of trying to ‘instill a culture’: 
“I am not trying to instill any culture. I will just tell you that our team and our players understand that we need to give 
everything we have week after week in the NFL. For them, again on a short week in some of the areas we were banged up, I 
think the guys were not going to take no for an answer. They were just going to make sure they were out there to battle for 60 
minutes.”   
 

# # # 
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Broncos QB Teddy Bridgewater 

Denver Broncos vs. Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-21-21 

 
Broncos QB Teddy Bridgewater: 
Opening statement: 
“Tough loss today. It sucks. Just want to get this thing turned around. We get a couple days off and get some guys healthy and 
try to do it again in 10 days. Obviously, we have to start better, we have to stay on the field, and do a better job staying on the 
field. We just cannot wait until the second half. We have to come out playing fast and make our opponents play less. If you 
watched us today, it was the same story that it has been the last couple of weeks. We just have to get a lot of things fixed. Like I 
said, we have 10 days to look in the mirror and just reflect on what has been going wrong, reflect on what has been going well 
and just try to put this thing together. I think we have a nice stretch before our bye and then just lock in.” 
 
On if he was playing compromised due to quad and foot injuries: 
“Honestly, I felt like I could go. We will attack the rehab this week. We were aggressive with everything we did and that gave 
me the chance to go out and play today. We just came up short. We have guys who just fight, fight for different things to try to 
make this team win. We just came up short.” 
 
On how helpless it was to watch the last 5 minutes of the game and not get the ball back: 
“Honestly, we’ve got so much faith in our defense. Those guys work extremely hard stopping the run and playing the pass and 
different things. Today was just one of those games where things rolled for Cleveland. Our defense, our offense, our special 
teams all just reflect on this game. Offensively, we will see what we could have done better to stay on the field more in the first 
half. I’m sure Coach Fangio will talk to the defense about different things, special teams will talk about different things. But 
overall, as a team we just have to find a way to get this thing going.” 
 
On the interception: 
“I was just mad after the throw that I couldn’t get it to him the way I wanted to. The guy just made a play. We had a good 
concept called. The guy bit down and basically was able to back pedal down, turn, run and make a play on the post. It was just 
one of those throws when you watch it, it is like, ‘man, like that is a throw I know I can make’ but just did not get it to where I 
wanted it to.” 
 
On what was said at halftime that resulted in a better rhythm in the second half: 
“Honestly, we just discussed a plan to get in rhythm because that is what these games come down to is getting in rhythm. As a 
passer, a runner, an offense, and a defensive player. We just did a good job of helping me get a rhythm, helping the offensive 
line and the receivers, everyone, just get in a rhythm.” 
 
On the scoring drives taking up a lot plays and the urgency to score quicker: 
“We had timeouts still. Right there you have a sense of urgency but at the same time the important thing to do is just score right 
there. That’s what we did. We still had timeouts to try to stop them. Each game it comes up different. I think if we were down 
by more points, we probably would have been in more tempo to try to get down there faster. Like I said, we felt like we had the 
timeouts to score and get a stop.” 
 
On WR Jerry Jeudy coming back and how that will help the offense: 
“Jerry, he will bring a different type of energy to this offense with his big play ability and his ability to separate from defenders. 
He is decisive with his routes. All of those things, and now you add him in the mix with (WR) Courtland (Sutton), (WR) Tim 
(Patrick), (TE) Noah (Fant), (WR) Kendall (Hinton) and those guys, it is a great feeling. We can’t wait to get him back. We 
can’t wait to get some other guys who were banged up healthy and move forward.” 
 
On what the morale is like after losing four games in a row: 
“Guys are just staying together and that’s been our message. We got to stay together. It is so easy in this league and in life, 
when things do not go well, you try to latch on to a group of people who are doing well, having success. Or you try to huddle up 
into little cliques and point the finger. You do not see that in that locker room. That’s why I respect the men in that locker room. 
I respect them as men and as players in this game because it is so easy to be negative. It is so easy to blame this person, that 



 
person. We all just circle up and say it is on us. The coaches have done the same thing. Coach talked to us after the game and 
said, ‘hey, it is going to take the players to fix this, it is going to take the coaches to fix this. It is going to take us.’ I’m just 
proud that as a locker room we are staying together.” 
 
On if there is a sense of urgency to save the season: 
“Yeah, there is definitely a sense of urgency not only to save the season but to win. Honestly, we look at it as a marathon and 
each week is its own race. Or it is a 17-round fight and each week is its own round. The sense of urgency is really just to win. 
We can’t look 10 weeks down from now, six weeks down from now. We’ve got 10 days to get this thing right. I think we got 
Washington next so we get another opportunity to go out there and compete, stay together and try to turn this thing around.” 
 
 

# # # 
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Cleveland Browns Players 

Denver Broncos at Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-21-21 

 
LB Anthony Walker Jr.: 
On RB D’Ernest Johnson’s success in today’s game: 
“That is what it is all about. You talk about trusting the process, ‘Slow Grind’ - his mantra - and he has done that. You stick to 
the script. You fight and claw your way. I think he has played in every football league there is. He is seizing his opportunity, 
and you cannot be happier for a guy who puts in the work every day, never complains and does whatever the team asks. He got 
the opportunity, went out there and seized the moment.”  
 
On what the win says about the team with numerous injuries: 
“We said it early this week and Head Coach (Kevin Stefanski) said it, but ‘Who cares?’ It is the NFL, and guys are going to get 
banged up. How are you going to respond? I am proud of these guys. Nobody flinched in our locker room and everybody 
stepped up - next man up. Guys made some huge plays out there. We are a bunch of competitive tough guys in the locker room, 
and I am proud to be a part of this team.”  
 
On the defensive performance in the first half: 
“We do not want to be a first half team. We want to play a complete game. We had some good moments in the first half, but we 
want to finish games better.” 
 

# # # 
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QB Case Keenum 

Denver Broncos vs. Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-21-21 

 
QB Case Keenum: 
On the win: 
“It feels pretty good. It was a lot of fun tonight. We have a great group of guys, and they fought their tails off. As you just talked 
to (RB) D’Ernest (Johnson), that was fun or him. The offensive line fighting to get back. O (WR Odell Beckham Jr.) and Juice 
(WR Jarvis Landry), those guys made some huge plays for us down the stretch. The defense played really, really well. I did not 
watch a lot of them, but to hold those guys to what they did in some clutch moments was big.” 
  
On seeming calm and poised all night: 
“Yes, I felt that way. I felt calm and poised. It was a great first drive there. (Head Coach) Kevin (Stefanski) put together a great 
first 15 [plays] and the offensive line did a great job. We hit the screen, hit the keeper to Juice and then Hoop (TE Austin Hooper) 
made a great play on that screen, and we ran the ball really well. That kind of broke the seal and broke the ice.  It was kind of 
like, ‘Let’s take a breath. Alright, let’s play now.’ I thought we did enough to win the game. It was a great job all around.” 
  
On the fourth down conversion: 
“Honestly, the third down, Juice ran a great route. I just missed him. I had to hold on to the ball a little longer, and I wish I had 
been able to throw a better ball to him because he was wide, wide open in the endzone. On the fourth down, we had a good play 
called. I think we were trying to get to the line quickly. I looked right and should have looked left and Juice would have scored, 
but as I went through my check-down, felt a pretty big opening there and tried to score. Luckily, Austin recovered the fumble. I 
do not even know if it counted as a fumble. Not really thinking, just reacting at that point.” 
  
On seeing young players put in so much work and have the success that Johnson had: 
“You hate injury. You really do. It is a really tough part of this game. It is not a matter of if; it is a matter of when. Unfortunately, 
some people are going to get hurt. At the same time, you love other young guys getting chances. A guy like him, who the locker 
room loves and everybody loves – a great young family and just a good overall person – come in here and having an incredible 
night like that and make some big time plays for us on a national stage, not just his family here watching but everybody back 
home. Very pumped for him. It was exciting.” 
  
On the Browns choosing to have the ball first to open the game: 
“When Kevin told me that if we won the toss we were taking the ball, I was like, ‘Let’s go.’” 
  
On what Landry means to the Browns: 
“Jarvis is great. I think he might can hear me. I have so much respect for him. I have said this many times, but I have played with 
many great receivers and I have never seen anyone quite have the look in his eye at times during games where it is just the ability 
to take the game over. It does not matter where the ball is, if it is close to him, he is going to catch it. He is making big-time plays 
and did so tonight on many occasions.” 
  
On if it took him a little bit of time to get fully into the flow of the game: 
“The first drive, overall, it was nice to get out there to come back. I felt like it was a good breath. There were some times where I 
was not as accurate as I would d like to be tonight, but in the end, we did enough to win. We can work on the rest of that this 
coming week.” 
  
On as a backup if he has experienced a week like this with not getting reps in practice but getting the start on a short 
week: 
“No, but it is everything combined of your career. Everybody, our past experiences make us who we are. You do not dwell on the 
past, but you learn from it. I have been through it and a lot of it. To come through the other side, give a look back at it and give 
yourself perspective of what is going on at the time helps with whatever you are doing.” 
  
On the Browns second TD drive: 



 
“The game runs together to me before I watch it [on film], but we had some good passes and had some good runs. Scrambled on 
the fourth down and then I threw it to (FB) Johnny (Stanton IV). Honestly, I do not quite remember exactly the plays. I would 
have to watch film. Sorry.” 
  
On how QB Baker Mayfield was helping him on the sideline: 
“Bake was great. He was locked in. He was very helpful with the pictures and breaking down defenses and what we were getting. 
Then also the call sheets, getting our two-minute drive that did not go anywhere, but he was great. Locked in.” 
 

# # # 
 

***Visit the Browns Media Center for materials provided by the Browns communications department, including media 
schedules, press releases, quotes, photos, media guides, rosters, depth charts and more.*** 

https://browns.1rmg.com/
https://browns.1rmg.com/


 
Cleveland Browns Players 

Denver Broncos at Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-22-21 

 
RB D’Ernest Johnson: 
On what it felt like to celebrate his performance with teammates: 
“It felt great knowing that everyone believed in me. Coming out here and getting a win for the team means a lot. Being able to 
come out here and fight hard just go get this victory means a lot.”  
 
On what his ‘Trust the Process’ shirt means to him: 
“It means a lot. ‘Slow Grind,’ you have to trust the process no matter what you are going through. You have to believe in 
yourself and trust God.”  
 
On if he ever lost trust in the grind: 
“No, I never lost trust in the process. Coming from a fishing boat, I always dreamed of playing in the NFL. Even when playing 
in the AAF, I always dreamed of playing here in the league. Being able to be on this team is a blessing. It is always a dream 
come true to be able to be here. To be able start and come out here and help the team win, that is the best feeling.” 
 
On the offensive line opening holes for him tonight: 
“They did a great job. The whole offensive line and the receivers did a great job opening up holes and making it easy for me.” 
 
On his week of preparation leading up to his first start: 
“I did the same things I always do like taking care of my body and watching film like Coach taught. He always does a great job 
of preparing all of the running backs well and preparing me to be the starter. Nothing changed really. The expectations were still 
high in the room. We just had to come out here and get the job done.” 
 
On his conversations with RB Nick Chubb and RB Kareem Hunt before his first start: 
“They basically told me to just be me. Do not change anything and just be me. Continue to do what I do and do not change 
anything.” 
 
On what it felt like to score his first touchdown and run for 100 yards: 
“It is unexplainable, I cannot even lie to you. I wanted to celebrate, but I did not know what to do. I just yelled because it has 
been a long journey, man. To get your first start and get 100 yards and your first touchdown, that ain’t nothing but God.” 
 
On if he practiced a celebration before the game: 
“I was thinking about a lot of them before I got here, but when the moment happened, I did not know what to do. I just yelled, 
screamed and celebrated with the team.” 
 
On LeBron James giving him a shoutout on Twitter: 
“LeBron? Man, that is my favorite basketball player. I am not going to lie to you. LeBron? LeBron James? Wow, that is big 
time. That is amazing. LeBron James, I appreciate it, bro. That means a lot. Wow.” 
 

# # # 
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Cleveland Browns Players 

Denver Broncos at Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-22-21 

 
DE Myles Garrett & WR Jarvis Landry: 
On what the last four weeks were like: 
Landry: “They were tough. Throughout that time, we won a couple of games. Lost two, I think. It was tough watching, but it 
also gave me a lot of perspective about the game and not taking it for granted. Tonight, I was just excited to get back out there 
with the guys.” 
 
On RB D’Ernest Johnson’s performance: 
Landry: “Amazing. That has been something that we have seen since he has been here. The Dallas game, kind of the same 
situation. He popped off a couple of big runs last year against Dallas so we knew what he was capable of.” 
 
On how his knee is feeling: 
Landry: “I got 10 days (laughter).”  
 
On if he knew he is now second in Browns history for most sacks: 
Garrett: “I did. I am going for (Former Browns LB Clay) Matthews a little bit. Trying to get it before the end of the season.” 
 
On what it is going to take to get a holding called: 
Garrett: “Refs to take off their glasses or get some new ones. It is tough. I have a lot of respect for their offensive line and 
(Broncos LT Garett) Bolles. I do not have a problem with what he is doing because if they are not going to call it, then there is 
no reason for him to change his game. He can keep doing what he is doing to stop pass rushers like myself. If you go by the 
book, it is holding. The refs are kind of giving me the Shaq treatment right now so hopefully, I can get around that.” 
 
On the importance of winning the game: 
Garrett: “We had to keep the dream alive. We definitely could not go under .500. It was a big game for us, especially because 
they had the same record as us. We have to knock them off and then have Pittsburgh come to the house. The rest are all big now 
because of our little slide that we had.” 
 
On the impact he has on the field: 
Landry: “Honestly, I just think that speaking with (Head Coach) Kevin (Stefanski) and talking through things like if I am going 
to play or not. Being able to get some things changed right before the game. Luckily it was an 8:00 p.m. game so we were able 
to make some adjustments. Getting the ball early was one of those things to see where I am at.” 
 
On where the attitude of the team came from: 
Landry: “I hate to say it, but it is contagious (laughter). I am not trying to set headlines or anything but we all understand we 
play a brutal game and guys are going to get hurt. There is a difference between hurt and injured. I have always believed that 
philosophy. If I can go, I am going, to go. I do not want to hurt the team in those situations, but if I can go out there and my 80 
percent is still better than somebody else’s 100 – and by that I mean an opponent’s – I still try to give it a go.” 
 
On what it was like watching RB D’Ernest Johnson: 
Garrett: “You love that. That is our brand of football. Especially the AFC North, that is what everybody does. Tough, physical, 
built to run the ball on anybody, and we are doing it the best of anyone in the league right now. The best backs in any division 
all the way through.” 
 

# # # 
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Broncos Head Coach Vic Fangio 

Denver Broncos vs. Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-21-21 

 
Broncos Head Coach Vic Fangio: 
On Broncos OLB Von Miller’s status: 
“It is a sprained ankle. That is what I know at this point.” 
 
On the Browns’ long drives: 
“Very disappointing. You look at the final score of 17-14 and you are going to think that 17 points is good enough defensively, 
but we did not play good defense tonight. We let them drive it too much. Way too many third-and-ones. We just did not play 
well enough to win the game.” 
 
On what the Browns did with their run game that was so effective: 
“What they do every week – they run it good. Even though they were missing their two backs (RBs Nick Chubb and Kareem 
Hunt), any good running game starts with the offensive line. They have a good line, and they do a good job of blocking. They 
have a good scheme.” 
 
On the Broncos’ lack of production in the running game: 
“In the first half, we just could not get anything going. The quickest way to get out of that in the first half or anytime you are in 
that is to convert some third downs and give yourself a new set of downs to get a running game going to get a first and second 
down passing game going. We did neither. We did not find a rhythm in the run game well enough in the first and second down 
passing game. We did not convert on third down. When you do not do that, you do not get enough plays. We were not getting 
enough three-and-outs or stopping them quick enough. It is a problem. It is a team-wide problem.” 
 
On Cleveland’s opening drive TD: 
“They hit us with a boot on the first play that. Albeit a short week, we thought we had it coached up good. They hit us with it. 
Give them credit. They are good at it. Then they hit the tight end screen. We were playing to it. (Broncos OLB) Malik (Reed) 
was on it and on it, and then the guy threw him away at the last second. Then they made a big gain out of that. Screens and 
boots are staples. They are good at it. We didn’t defend them well enough.” 
 
On Browns QB Case Keenum’s scramble to convert on fourth down and the Browns’ final drive: 
“On the Keenum scramble, we were in a four-man rush. We were in a good coverage. The rush just could not get there, and he 
was able to squeeze out of there. The last drive was very frustrating. We were loaded up for the run and they blocked us and ran 
it. We could not stop them.” 
 
On if he considered making a QB change today with Broncos QB Teddy Bridgewater’s injury: 
“I did not.” 
 
On how effective Bridgewater was dealing with the injury: 
“I thought he played good, especially there in the second half. I do not think Teddy’s injuries from my vantage point affected 
him that much. I thought that he was courageous. He is our quarterback.” 
 
On how to make sure the season does not slip away after consecutive losses: 
“We have to rally. We have to overcome our injuries. They can’t use them as excuses. We have to get back to playing better 
football as a team. Make more first downs, which will lead to touchdowns on offense. Play the run better on defense so that you 
do not get so many third-and-ones and third-and-twos. We just have to play better, and we have to coach better. I do not want to 
be remiss in saying that. We have to coach better, and we have got to adjust to what we have right now.” 
 
On how shocking the last four weeks have been in not being able to lean on defense or get takeaways: 
“We have not been able to get some takeaways. You are right. We need to. We had opportunities in the other games. We did not 
tonight. It did not seem like it.” 
 



 
On whether he will consider a change in the play-calling moving forward: 
“No.” 
 
On not getting the expected tendencies early in games: 
“That is not the case. The two staples of their offense besides the running game are the boots and the screens. They hurt us with 
the screens in the first half.” 
 
On whether the Broncos have the personnel to play good defense: 
“Yeah, we do. We have to make it good enough. We will find a way and find a formula to do that.” 
 

# # # 
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