
 

 

 

Head Coach Kevin Stefanski 

Houston Texans at Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 

9-19-21 
 
Head Coach Kevin Stefanski: 

Opening statement 

“A good team win. I thought the crowd was outstanding and in their seats right at the kickoff so I hope they are 

back at the Muni Lot already but nice job. They helped affect the game. They did a nice job. It was not always 

clean, especially in that first half. I did not think it was really clean football, but we had guys step up and make 

plays really throughout the game. On the injury front, (WR) Jarvis (Landry) has an MCL injury. We will get 

images of that in the morning. (QB) Baker (Mayfield) has a left shoulder injury. He is sore, but he gutted it out. 

He did a nice job.” 

 

On S Grant Delpit’s performance in his NFL debut and the sack-fumble: 

“I thought that was great. It was good to see for him to get some reps and first time out there playing to make a 

big play when we needed it. I thought he did a nice job. We will have to grow that role as we go.” 

 

On Mayfield making a tackle following an interception and if he is comfortable with Mayfiled making 

that play: 

“The quarterback has to turn the ball back [inside]. That is the first rule: you have to turn the ball back inside. 

He can tackle. He can get the guy to the ground. It is unfortunate. Baker is an extremely competitive person as 

you all know. We do not want him to get hurt obviously, but then he was right back out there leading this team.” 

 

On Mayfield’s performance following the shoulder injury and not having an incompletion after returning: 

“He was really sharp. Versus this defense and the zone that they play, you have to be disciplined with your reads, 

and you have to be accurate with your throws. I thought he did a nice job.” 

 

On RB Demetric Felton’s first game with offensive snaps, including a 33-yard TD reception: 

“His role will grow. He is a rookie. He is doing a nice job for us as our returner and then we will find opportunities 

for him. I thought he obviously made an incredible individual effort on that play.” 

 

On the Browns not playing clean football in the first half: 

“We put the ball on the ground. We preach about this defense and how they were going to go ball searching, and 

we had a fumble on a nice drive where we were moving into the red zone so that is disappointing. Did the 

interception happen in the first half, as well? There you go. That is what I meant.” 

 

On if Mayfield’s interception falls on him or WR Anthony Schwartz not finishing the route: 

“I need to look at it. A young player, Schwartz has made some plays for us already. He is going to continue to 

make big plays for us, but we would love to see a receiver going there, and at worst, break up an interception 

and make an incomplete pass. That is a mistake that a young player makes and he will not make it again.” 

 

On TT Jedrick Wills, Jr. starting and later being replaced by G Blake Hance: 

“Jed did a great job gutting it out. He wanted to play. He worked out pregame. He got better as he worked out 

and felt like he wanted to go compete with his teammates. I think that is outstanding for the young man. He is 

still in his second year so to see him fight to get out there was great. As the game wore on, I think it was getting 

more sore and more stiff, if you will. We made the decision to go to Blake there at that time.” 

 

On if the offensive play calling strategy changes after Mayfield returned from injury: 

“I did not want him to get hit.”   

 

On who called defensive plays and wore the on-field headset following the injury to LB Anthony Walker 

Jr.: 



 

 

“I believe it was (LB) Malcolm (Smith).” 

 

On Smith’s performance today in an expanded role: 

“He had an interception. The old man did a nice job. He made plays and got that ball like we talked about. He is 

a very heady player. He is a great teammate.” 

 

On the Texans converting multiple third downs following Texans QB Tyrod Taylor leaving the game: 

“I would say there is a ton to clean up. Offense, defense and special teams, there is a ton to clean up. Certainly, 

we will look at those things and what we can do better. It is all something that early in the season we will look 

at all of it and make sure we improve. I should mention our special teams were outstanding today. We made all 

of our kicks. We had two tackles inside the 25, a huge takeaway on the punt play and (P) Jamie (Gillan) came 

through with a huge punt at the end.” 

 

On if Mayfield’s shoulder injury is considered a sprain, a separation or other classification: 

“I would just describe it as an injury.” 

 

On if he was concerned Mayfield would not return to the game following the injury: 

“I just wait to see what the trainer says. There is so much going on. If someone goes out, we just have to wait to 

see if they can go back in.” 

 

On what it does for the offense when Mayfield guts it out to play when facing an injury: 

“I think you guys know this about Baker, he is a very, very competitive young man. He wants to be out there 

with his teammates. It does not matter if he is sore, he will be out there. He is constantly coming back play in 

and play out going to fight with his teammates.” 

 

On how tough it was to lose WR Jarvis Landry early in the game: 

“Very tough. You do not ever want to lose Jarvis Landry from your football team. Hopefully, he is back real 

soon. He is another leader on this football team. I think he was on his way to having a good day. We will just 

see what the MRI looks like in the morning.” 

 

On RB Nick Chubb’s performance and the luxury it is to have multiple talented RBs on the roster: 

“I would say it is definitely a luxury having No. 24 and No. 27 (RB Kareem Hunt), but speaking of Nick, when 

he touches that rock, he can go. Not many teams have guys like that. He is just so physically strong that it is hard 

to get him on the ground and hard to tackle him. When he does get out in the open field, he has great speed for 

a back that size. It is pretty impressive.” 

 

On his reaction to Taylor not returning to play in the second half: 

“I was not entirely sure what that was, and then they told me hamstring. Never want to see anybody leave the 

field. There were a bunch of injuries today, and we never want to see that.” 

 
# # # 
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Cleveland Browns Players 

Houston Texans at Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 

9-19-21 

 

DE Myles Garrett: 

On how the rest of the team reacted when WR Jarvis Landry left the game: 

“It affects all of us. Sparks are flying to push on for him because we know that he would be in our ear.”  

 

On all of the injuries today: 

“Guys were just going down. It was a physical game. It was gritty, and it was fun. A lot of guys trying to get after it and just try 

to do their job best they can. Injuries happen. Just hope they are not long term.”  

 

On his reaction when he didn’t see Texans QB Tyrod Taylor in the second half: 

“I must have took a lot out of him when I tried to chase him down (laughter).” 

 

On the Browns defense having to clean up what isn’t working too well: 

“The first 15 was tough. They were doing things that we weren’t really seeing in them before. It was a combination of that and 

trying to switch up their tendencies a bit, and we just have to adjust.” 

 

On the Browns defense struggling to get off the field at times and if they need more time to gel: 

“A little bit. D line is pretty much new except for me and (DE) Porter (Gustin). It’s tough to get that chemistry right away. It’s 

inspiring to go into that film room and see something we have been working on and it work cleanly. It just didn’t get there in 

time” 

 

On how great was it to see S Grant Delpit make his debut and make a big play: 

“That was a hell of a hit. I see him coming off free and thinking this is going to be ESPN top 10, and he laid a hit on him and 

made his presence known.” 

 

On how he felt about QB Baker Mayfield getting hurt and coming back the way he was able to finish: 

“I think he was just playing up for the cameras. He kind of rolled his shoulder a little bit and rubbed some dirt on it and went 

back out there. The guy is tough. Honestly, I wouldn’t say carbon copy, but he is like Brett Favre 2.0 with less picks though 

(laughter)” 

 

# # # 
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Cleveland Browns Players 

Houston Texans at Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 

9-19-21 

 

RB Nick Chubb & RB Demetric Felton: 

On his ability to help close the game out in the fourth quarter: 

Chubb: “I felt good going into the fourth quarter. I think we did a good job the whole game of pounding them even though 

things were not quite opening up for us at first. We did a good job leaning on them, and our offensive line kept pressing their 

defenders. That is when it opened up for us in the fourth quarter.”  

 

On his first career TD: 

Felton: “It was awesome. It was a great experience. Everyone did their job, blocked for me, and I was able to get in the end 

zone.”  

 

On his ability to make plays during the game: 

Felton: “It is a lot of things that we work on at practice, making moves once you get to the second level so I just did what my 

coaches have coached me to and it worked.”  

 

On his ability to spin move: 

Felton: “I would say it is instinct. I saw him coming from the corner of my eye and saw where his momentum was pulling him 

so I spun the opposite way.” 

 

On Felton’s TD: 

Chubb: “It was good. It was an amazing play. He broke some tackles and made guys miss. That is something I have always 

known he can do, and I’m glad he showed everyone here that he can do it.” 

 

On what he saw on his TD at the end of the game to ice the victory: 

Chubb: “It was a great call, and it was well blocked. I don’t think I got touched on the play. It was well blocked everywhere and 

well executed by everyone so I was able to ice the game.” 

 

On the team’s reaction when QB Baker Mayfield went to the locker room: 

Chubb: “It is next guy up. (QB) Case Keenum was ready if he had to go in. We all trust in Case and we know that he will do a 

great job for us. We all know Baker is super tough and there was no doubt in my mind that he would be back. I knew when he 

went to go get checked out that he would be back in eventually.” 

 

On if Mayfield was any different when he came back into the game: 

Chubb: “He is always the same to me. He is a tough guy and always intense. He is ready to lead this team, and he does it every 

day.” 

 

On the responsibility of helping taking pressure off of Mayfield: 

Chubb: “For sure. If you put it in our hands, the running backs and the O line, I am sure we will get the job done, which we have 

done in the past. It comes down to how we practice and our mentality to run the ball, even when they know we are running the 

ball. If you put in our hands, we will do our best job to get the job done.” 

 

On losing WR Jarvis Landry early in the game: 

Chubb: “It was tough. After he went down, it took us a while to get going. I felt the energy drop a little bit because Jarvis is a 

big part of our offense. He brings the energy, intensity and makes big plays. It is next man up, and “D-Felt” got more opportunities 

to make plays for us. That is just how our mentality is. If a guy goes down, we are all prepared to step up and our team did a good 

job when Jarvis went down today.” 

 

On his play on special teams providing energy for the team: 

Felton: “It does a lot for my confidence. I think it is a big confidence boost for the team, as well. I think we had a lot of energy 

coming out of that so I was really happy I was able to be a part of that.” 



 

 

 

QB Baker Mayfield 

Houston Texans vs. Cleveland Browns 

9-19-21 
 
QB Baker Mayfield: 

On injuring his shoulder on a tackle after throwing an INT: 

“Obviously, not an ideal situation. Trying to force him back inside. I think he realized it was me standing right 

there so he put his head down and ran right after me. It kind of popped in and out, but I will be good. Nothing 

too serious.” 

  

On if there was any chance he was going to miss a snap following the injury: 

“No.” 

  

On responding following the early loss of WR Jarvis Landry to injury: 

“I feel like we have had to preach the next man up mentality quite a bit. We have been trying to tell D-Felt (RB 

Demetric Felton) that he needs to be studying (WR) Jarvis’ (Landry) stuff quite a bit, just because when they 

get the ball in their hands, good things happen. Obviously, that showed today. You never want to lose a player 

in the caliber of Jarvis but even more so the leadership he brings. When things are not going well, the stuff that 

he can say to the guys and is just another voice who we have to lean on. It sucks, but hopefully, it is not too 

serious and we will move on.” 

  

On evaluating the Browns offense’s performance: 

“Not real great. We did not start well. We made the plays when we needed to later in the game, but turned the 

ball over twice again. It is just not good. We are hurting ourselves. We need to learn from these mistakes. 

Obviously, this week it is better to learn from a win than a loss, but we just have to be better and take care of 

the ball. We knew that is what their defense is all about, and we gave two balls away.” 

  

On if he was concerned for his shoulder when running the ball, including the TD run: 

“I am pretty sure I used one arm on the block. The touchdown, I was just going to get in there no matter what.” 

  

On if WR Anthony Schwartz cut his route short on the interception: 

“It is just one of those things that I am trusting him to be in a certain spot, and he has to roll it in there. It is 

going to be a bang-bang play. That is what this league is. We are going to learn from it, but we just have to 

take care of the ball. That is just plain and simple. We have to take care of the ball and stop hurting ourselves.” 

  

On how we felt throwing the ball, given he only has two incompletions today: 

“I really wanted the incompletion before that [interception] back, just throwing the ball to the hitch on the 

outside right on our sideline and just taking a completion and coming on. I thought our guys did a great job of 

securing the catches, and we did a good job of just taking what was there.” 

  

On DE Myles Garrett calling him ‘Favre 2.0’ after playing through the injury: 

“I am not doing it for any gratification or anything. I put in the work during the week and come out on 

Sundays because I truly love this game. Blessed to play it as a job. It is just one of those things. You are just 

going to have to grit things out, and I am not the only one dealing with injuries – by no means is that the case. 

Everybody is fighting through something. The healthiest you are the whole year is when you show up for 

camp. After that, it is all downhill. I am going to tough it out because these guys are, as well. I am not getting 

hit every play so when I do, let’s just go. Let’s roll with it.” 

  

On if he’s had a shoulder injury like this in his career: 

“I think a few times. I do not know. It is my left, though. God gave me two (laughter).” 

  

On the receiving room stepping up after the injury to Landry: 



 

 

“I thought those guys played well. Obviously, when you have a receiver go down, you are going to have to 

change personnel up a little bit, and those guys stepped up in a big way. We definitely had them out on the 

field a little bit more than we would have thought throughout the game. They did a great job and executed. We 

ran the ball well when we needed to, and those guys made plays in the passing game.” 

 

On how much the shoulder injury hurt during the game: 

“I was feeling it a lot – thanks for asking (laughter). It was alright. Played the rest of the game, didn’t we?” 

 

On the luxury of having a RB like RB Nick Chubb and the factor Chubb can be for the team: 

“Yeah, I thought Nick had as few runs that you could kind of feel were getting the crowd going when he was 

breaking a few tackles, and (RB) Kareem (Hunt) was real close if he did not get tripped on that one. Those 

guys run so hard. We are really blessed to have the offensive line that we do and those two backs. To be able to 

put one of them in that is fresh and go out there and do their thing, we are very lucky to have that. Like I told 

those guys after the game, we are going to lean on them. That is just the case. When one side of the ball is not 

working, we are going to have to lean on the other, and those guys did a great job of capitalizing.” 

 

On how surprised he was when Texans QB Tyrod Taylor did not play in the second half due to injury: 

“I actually got to talk to him after the game. He is such a good guy. I thought he was showing a little swag 

down the sideline, but he felt his hammy. I was pretty shocked. It is a long year. Stuff like that, he is going to 

try and get back healthy. He is a tough guy, as well.” 

 

On RB Demetric Felton’s performance and what Felton means to the offense: 

“We said it early on, he is going to be an important key in this offense, just because you can kind of see bits 

and pieces of when he was getting the ball just in his hands. That showed today on the screen play. We are 

going to continue to try and get him the ball and see how teams are going to try and defend him because he is 

one of those hybrid guys that may create some mismatch problems, and if they want to take a safety or another 

DB to cover him, then that means one of our tight ends has a linebacker. We have to play it to our advantage, 

and we are lucky to have him.” 

 

On the atmosphere playing in a full FirstEnergy Stadium: 

“I thought it was great. Obviously, a full stadium. I did not realize (Head Coach) Kevin (Stefanski) called 

everybody out to get there on time, but it was a great atmosphere. That is what it should be like. I said that – 

whether it was last year or two years ago – it needs to be loud when people come play in Cleveland. This is a 

traditional and very historically rich franchise that it needs to be a place where people when they have to come 

here they know it is going to be loud. We have another home game next week. Hopefully, we get the same 

atmosphere.” 

 

On how the team finished better this week: 

“We made the plays that we needed to down the line in the second half. We need to put a complete game 

together. We did not start fast. We hurt ourselves. We need to put a complete game together. We definitely 

made the plays when we needed to. That is an improvement off of last week. Just take it one step at a time, 

keep ironing these mistakes out and get better.”   

 
# # # 
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On how he likes running in the zone offensive line scheme: 

Chubb: “It is fun. Our O line and Coach (Bill) Callahan gets those guys up front moving and gets them going. As a running back, 

all we have to do is hit our track, have good eyes and it always opens up for us. A lot of credit to our O line for opening things 

up.” 

 

 

# # # 
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Texans Head Coach David Culley 

Houston Texans at Cleveland Browns Post-Game Interview 

9-19-2021 
 
HC David Culley: 

On Texans QB Tyrod Taylor’s status: 

“He has a hamstring [injury]. We’re not sure how severe it is. He does have a hamstring, and it’s severe enough 

that he couldn’t play in the second half.” 

 

On who the backup quarterback will be if Taylor cannot play Thursday: 

“We’ll have to wait and see.” 

 

On when Taylor hurt his hamstring: 

“It was actually right before halftime. He came off to the sideline and was running to the left, and he kind of 

pulled up and knew something was wrong. He thought he was okay, but once we got him in, we realized it was 

something.” 

 

On whether the hamstring was injured before the touchdown: 

“Yes, he actually hurt it before [the touchdown].” 

 

On the chances of Taylor playing on Thursday night: 

“Not sure yet.” 

 

On why Houston declined the penalty on fourth down: 

“We felt like at that point we could have a chance to get better field position by holding them out, but we didn’t 

make it.” 

 

On whether they could have gone for another third down and then punted: 

“We could have done that. Looking at it again, I just have to look at the situation and see next time.” 

 

On Texans QB Davis Mills performance: 

“I thought he did very well. Obviously, he got us a touchdown. He had very few reps with the first unit. I thought 

he did well, and I expected him to do well. He’s been that way all through training camp, even in preseason 

games when he’s been in there. He had the pick early and came back and did what Davis normally does: go to 

the next play and go from there.” 

 

On how the Texans offense changed after losing several players: 

“I don’t think the injuries were the big thing with our offense. The big thing with our offense was our penalties. 

We had too many penalties. We had a couple of errors there. We weren’t able to run the ball as consistently as 

we wanted to run it. I think that had more to do with us not being consistent on offense than the injuries.” 

 

On whether Texans WR Chris Conley became the tight end in how he was used: 

“We used him because he is a pretty big fella, and we used him inside some to do that because of the guys that 

had gotten injured. Basically, we tried to do some of the same things, just with a different guy.” 

 

On the Texans defense: 

“Well, let me go to the first half first. I thought in the first half they played excellent, especially with us getting 

a turnover there early and them getting 14 points. I thought they played great. Then in the second half, I just 
think we got worn down a little bit. We’ve just got to get better. There were times where we probably weren’t 

in our gaps and we needed to be in our gaps. They ended up getting some big plays on us. Another thing was the 



 

 

missed tackles. We had a chance to make some plays for some losses. Their backs are pretty good players, and 

they made some plays.” 

 

On whether Texans DB Justin Reid was evaluated as a precaution: 

“It was just precautionary. They really weren’t sure what the injury was at that time. He’s okay.” 

 

On why Texans LB Zach Cunningham didn’t play in the first quarter: 

“It was a disciplinary reason.” 

  

On what the disciplinary issue was with Cunningham: 

“That’s internal.” 

 

On the team’s overall performance, given the injuries and still being able to stay in the game: 

“That’s what this team is all about. This team has been that way from training camp all the way through 

preseason, even in the last preseason game we had when we played Tampa Bay and we fought in the end. We 

expected that. We just have to play better. We have to play better. We didn’t play Texan football today. We 

turned it over twice. We had one in the kicking game, which got us behind early, but we overcame that. We just 

have to become more consistent and play the kind of football we know we have to play. We did not play 

complementary football today – offensively, defensively or special teams.” 

 

On Texans PR Andre Roberts dropped return in the first quarter and the overall performance of special 

teams: 

“Well, the thing about that is that Andre has been very dependable throughout his whole career. That is so unlike 

him that that happened to him. It happens. We’ve just got to be better than that. I expect him to be better than 

that.” 

 

On Texans K Joey Slye’s missed field goal in the fourth quarter: 

“Those things happen. They happen.” 

 

On how the injuries and the short week will change the game plan: 

“This game right here will be flushed quickly. We have a Thursday night game. Right now, when we get back 

to Houston, we’re going straight to the Carolina Panthers to get ready for them.” 

 

On how confident he will be in Mills if he starts on Thursday: 

“Very confident. Very confident with him. Our players, when he went in there, I’m talking about they didn’t bat 

an eye. On our sideline, it was as if Tyrod was in there when he was in there. It was no different. We didn’t really 

do anything different.” 

 

On Mills’ confidence level rising throughout the game: 

“That’s Davis. That’s the kind of quarterback he’s going to be. Today was a good lesson for him and a good 

experience for him to get, especially in this kind of ball game because if we would have made some plays out 

there, we would have a chance to be in a position to win the football game. Part of that was because of him.” 

 

On whether there is a chance Texans QB Deshaun Watson could play Thursday if QB Tyrod Taylor is 

injured: 

“We’ll have to see.” 

 

On whether the officials gave an explanation about Texans TE Antony Auclair’s eye injury: 

“I didn’t get an explanation.” 

 



 

 

On whether the officials gave an explanation about the penalty on Texans TE Jordan Akins for spinning 

the ball: 

“They called it taunting. They said it was taunting. No more explanation than that it was taunting. Taunting is a 

big emphasis this year and it has been, and obviously, we found out today how big it is.” 

 

 

# # # 
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Houston Texans Players 

Houston Texans at Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 

9-19-21 

 

Texans QB Davis Mills: 

On when he found out he was going in for the second half: 

“Halftime.” 

 

On the message when getting ready for entering the game in the second half: 

“As the backup quarterback or the guy that is next up, you always have to be ready for anything to happen. Even in preseason, 

at any moment, you mentally prepare yourself to go in there on the next play. I felt like I did a good job and came out. I can 

improve on some stuff. A lot to learn from, but overall, I didn’t think I was too rattled or wasn’t ready for the moment.” 

 

On the first couple of drives and getting into a rhythm: 

“Like you just said, it is kind of just finding that rhythm. Obviously, I would have liked to start a little faster but, that comes 

with some experience. I think moving forward, I’m looking forward to what’s next.” 

 

On if he is ready to start Thursday night if Texans QB Tyrod Taylor is unavailable: 

“Of course. That is probably a decision to see if Tyrod is ready or not, but going into every game, I have to prepare myself like 

I’m the starter. Moving forward, it’s the same thing.” 

 

On how the Texans offense responded and how the unit got better throughout the second half: 

“Yeah, I thought the whole team rallied. Obviously, they had a team and I felt like they acknowledged it that they had a ton of 

confidence in me. It allowed myself to go out there, have confidence and do my thing. I thought they rallied well.” 

 

On how to approach and adapt to injuries: 

“Obviously, you don’t want any guys to go down, but I thought that we had guys who stepped up and made plays. They were 

ready when their name was called to go in there and play. Nothing really changed gameplan wise. We still ran the stuff we 

planned to do. I felt we could have executed a little better. We were really close to winning this game, but obviously, we didn’t 

so we have a lot to improve on.” 

 

On if this game felt any different than the preseason: 

“Not too much. Football is still football. When you go out there and the bullets are flying, you have to treat everything the same 

so I don’t think it was too much. Obviously, I have a lot to learn from this game – my first true regular season game went well 

or at least half of it so looking forward to the next one.” 

 

On what he was most pleased with about his performance: 

“Just going out there and playing and not letting the moment get too much for me. I felt like I handled that well, and I felt 

extremely proud of the guys around me. Everyone had the same mentality of next man up, ready to go. The line blocked really 

well, the running backs made some plays and the receivers made plays on the edge, too.” 

 

On the interception: 

“I missed the throw. I thought I had (Texans WR) Andre (Roberts) there but pulled it a little bit to the left.” 

 

On the deep throw to Texans WR Brandin Cooks: 

“He kind of has a two way going on that one. I misjudged it. I put it more in the middle of the field instead of the outside. I was 

trying to give him a shot but missed the ball.” 

 

On throwing to Cooks often: 

“He is a super talented guy. He is one of those guys I have work with me after practice. He is willing to stay there and get extra 

throws with some of the other guys. I just have trust in him already. I am still building that with a lot of guys, but he is just out 

there making plays and I can count on him for that.” 

 



 
On getting hit and feeling pressure: 

“They weren’t bringing a ton of pressure. We prepared for it. I thought the O line, myself and the backs handled it pretty well. 

That one they got me that I didn’t see and ended up popping out and I think (RT) Marcus (Cannon) picked it up. I just have to 

kind of have my eyes ready for that and be able to read the pre-snap and expect where it is coming from and go from there.” 

 

# # # 

 

***Visit the Browns Media Center for materials provided by the Browns communications department, including media 
schedules, press releases, quotes, photos, media guides, rosters, depth charts and more.*** 

https://browns.1rmg.com/


 
Houston Texans Players 

Houston Texans at Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 

9-19-21 

 

Texans LB Kamu Grugier-Hill: 

On what was working well early against the run: 

“Yeah, I think everyone was kind of doing their job, not doing too much. I think at the end of the day, we have to tackle better. I 

felt encouraged, you can feel it in this team we got something special. We’ve got to fix some things but I know we’ll bounce 

back.”  

 

On if you felt pressure when QB Tyrod Taylor went out: 

“No. In our mind, the defense has to win the game every time. That’s our approach. It doesn’t really matter who is in at 

quarterback. Honestly I was proud of (QB) Davis (Mills), the way he came in and did his thing.” 

 

On the run defense not being as good in the second half: 

“I think some guys, including me obviously, started jumping out of the gap and just do too much.” 

 

On getting worn down on run defense in the second half: 

“I think we’ve just got to turn things up. I don’t really have a good answer for that.” 

 

On the short week and the injuries: 

“Everyone knows it’s the NFL and it’s the next man up mentality. But like I said, I truly think we’ve got something special 

here. We got to put this one behind us and just keep rolling.” 

 

On QB Davis Mills and how his confidence grew: 

“Yeah, absolutely. I think when he first got out there, anyone who just comes off the bench knows that you got to feel it out a 

little bit but once he started rolling, I was proud of him. I’m excited to see what he does and I hope (QB) Tyrod (Taylor) can 

bounce back but either way I’m excited.” 

 

On how RB Nick Chubb and RB Kareem Hunt are so effective together: 

“They run hard. I mean they are not going to go down on the first contact. They are not going to go down easy. We got to do 

better tackling.” 

 

# # # 

 

***Visit the Browns Media Center for materials provided by the Browns communications department, including media 

schedules, press releases, quotes, photos, media guides, rosters, depth charts and more.*** 
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Houston Texans C Justin Britt 

Houston Texans at Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 

9-19-21 

 

Texans C Justin Britt: 

On the difference of play with injuries including QB Tyrod Taylor: 

“There are a lot of things in each game that are out of your control and it is all about reacting and making do with what you 

have. Losing No. 5 definitely hurts. I do not think this is something that, with his career and history, I do not think this is one of 

those scenarios. We trust him. No. 10 (QB Davis Mills) came in, commanded the game well. We game him full faith. We 

worked our butt off for him. A mistake here and there from all of us. We feel like we beat ourselves. I feel like No. 10 put us in 

the right position to win and gave us a chance.” 

 

On how Offensive Coordinator Tim Kelly called the game: 

“I think TK, Coach Kelly, I think he is doing a really good job running the offense and coming up with game plans. We had a 

really good plan for this week, just like last week. We had a good week of practice executing it. We came out here and from our 

first drive, we went out and scored. Our confidence is high. Our trust in him is high. I love the way he is calling games. It is 

only Week 2 and there is not really panic in us. We know what we got. We believe in ourselves. It is early in the season. We are 

going to be alright. This lost hurts, but it does not hurt like some of the losses, because I saw the fight, I saw the dog in us, the 

competitiveness. We have to stay healthy and some of that is out of our control, but we are going to be alright. I have full faith 

in him.” 

 

On Head Coach David Culley’s message to the team after the game: 

“This game is over with and we are getting ready for Carolina. Short week.” 

 

On how QB Davis Mills regrouped after throwing the interception:  

“I told him we were going to be alright. It was inches away from going the other way. That is football, game of inches. We did 

not hesitate. He steps into the huddle and we gave him our full attention and let him control it. They brought him here for a reason. 

He had a really good camp, a really good Spring. He had a good week of practice. If we need him next week, he will be ready.” 

 

On what he learned from playing a playoff contender: 

“There is a lot of fight in us. We showed that we are not going to lie down and just give you the game. Things went wrong, here 

and there. We fought through adversity. We kept playing – playing hard, playing smart. Obviously, we have to do better in 

certain areas. I am leaving this game full of confidence going forward for this Thursday game. It is a long season and we have a 

lot to learn from the first two weeks. We killed our first opponent and this game was a tight one in a loss. It is hard to win in the 

NFL no matter who you are playing. Everyone is in this league is here for a reason. We just have to get back to work.” 

 

  



 
Houston Texans LB Christian Kirksey 

Houston Texans at Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 

9-19-21 

 

Texans LB Christian Kirksey: 

On how the Texans’ defense played today: 

“We did not play well enough to win the ball game. Way too many missed tackles. You can’t do that playing against a team like 

that with a good run game. You have to make those tackles.” 

 

On Cleveland’s pre-snap and post-snap movements and Houston’s communication 

“Honestly, they did what we expected them to do. We watched the film. They did not do anything that was tricky. They ran the 

ball and we did not make the tackles.” 

 

On what the Texans can take from this game: 

“We know that type of team that we have. I am very pleased with the men in this room and how we carry ourselves. I truly 

believe we have a great team. Even though the outcome is not what we want it to be. These men fight hard.  A lot people count 

us out, but this group is special.” 

 

On the Browns’ offensive line: 

“Outstanding offensive line. I think it is one of the better offensive lines that we see in the league. As individuals are Pro Bowl-

types guys, but they play so well together and that is what makes them so good. They have two guys right behind them. It is a 

lethal offense. They go the best of us today and got the win.” 

 

On playing in the 4-3- base defense: 

“We have a bunch of good players. We played together, kept fighting. We are not going to hang our head after this loss. We just 

have to improve each week.” 

 

# # # 

 
***Visit the Browns Media Center for materials provided by the Browns communications department, including media 
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