
 
Head Coach Kevin Stefanski 

Arizona Cardinals vs. Cleveland Browns postgame interview 
10-17-21 

 
Head Coach Kevin Stefanski: 
“Injuries, (RB) Kareem (Hunt) with the calf there… All of these injuries, we have to get some imaging on them to know the 
severity. (QB) Baker (Mayfield) was the left shoulder, and (LB) Jeremiah (Owusu-Koramoah) was the right ankle. Again, I will 
update you as you as I get information. Bottom line is, first of all, credit to the Cardinals. We got beat. They did a nice job. 
Their players and coaches did a nice job, and we got beat. Minus-three turnover margin and 13 points off of turnovers. We are a 
3-3 football team, and we played like it. We were just very, very average, and that is my responsibility to get it fixed. That is 
what we have to do because we have to turn right around and come back in here Thursday night and find a way. Really 
disappointed. Again, we just have to find a way to clean this stuff up.” 
 
On if it is good to play on Thursday night or if the team needs more time for injured players to heal: 
“These Thursday night games, everybody is in the same boat. The guys have to fight, scratch and claw to get to Thursday night. 
It is hard, but the bottom line is we have a game, and we are going to meet tomorrow and start on the Broncos first thing in the 
morning.” 
 
On if there is any concern about RB Kareem Hunt calf injury potentially being an Achilles injury or if it is simply a calf 
injury: 
“Calf.” 
 
On Beckham’s shoulder injury after returning to play: 
“Yeah, I do not have much more information. Like you said, he came back in, but we will have more information tomorrow.” 
 
On if RB Nick Chubb might be able to play Thursday, particularly after Hunt was carted off of the field today: 
“I do not know. I have to see how the next 48 hours go.” 
 
On the Browns pass defense in the past two games: 
“Anytime you lose – and we have lost these last two games – we have bunch of areas that we have to address and we have to 
fix. The answer is never one thing, but we have to get to the bottom of it. Again, that is my responsibility to ultimately get to the 
bottom of all of this and then give the guys an opportunity to go play and give them an opportunity to succeed. I do not think I 
did that today.” 
 
On the impact of not converting on fourth down, specifically in the red zone: 
“We have not been good on fourth down. It is frustrating. It is another one that we have to fix. We have not done a good job. I 
have to get guys open is the truth.” 
 
On if the Browns’ defensive struggles are more concerning given the number of open opposing WRs for big plays in the 
past two weeks: 
“Listen, we lost the game and we lost last week so there is a concern. We need to fix it in the areas that we identify we need to 
fix, and we have to get them corrected.” 
 
On the four defensive penalties on the Cardinals scoring drive: 
“I would have to look at the four to give you a better answer. We have to play clean. We did not play clean. We can’t make it 
close for the officials, and I thought too many times we made it close.” 
 
On if he noticed if Browns players were getting bothered by the officiating: 
“I did not see the players get bothered by it, no.” 
 
On how many days the team will be on the practice field this week: 
“Typically, what you will do is we will walkthrough tomorrow, have a version of a practice on Tuesday and then likely a 
walkthrough or maybe a little bit more on Wednesday.” 



 
 
On QB Baker Mayfield’s two fumbles and one interception: 
“I would have to look at them. We offensively have to take care of the ball. We were doing a pretty good job of it going into 
this game, but to have three versus a team that had taken the ball away, that is frustrating. The plays itself, I would have to look 
at each of them.” 
 
On game planning knowing the Browns would not potentially have the two starting Ts: 
“We had a decent idea that those guys (T Jedrick Wills Jr. and T Jack Conklin) were not going to make it so I would tell you 
that is our job as coaches, to find a way. Whoever is available to us, we have to find a way. That is where we have to be 
problem solvers. Those guys battled their butts off. Thursday night, we have to get the crew ready to go. We have to get back 
out there, and whoever is out there, we have to go find a way.” 
 
On using empty formations on offense early in the game: 
“They were in some big personnel so there were some advantageous looks we felt to spread them out.” 
 
On if he still has faith that defensive coordinator Joe Woods can fix the Browns defense: 
“Yes. We are a 3-3 football team, which means we are average across the board so we all have to get better.” 
 
On the message to the team after losing back-to-back games for the first time since he has been head coach: 
“Pretty simple for this one is we got beat. We got outplayed. We got outcoached. Tip your cap to the Cardinals. That is a good 
football team. We got beat and it does not feel good, but we have to lick our wounds, we have to come in tomorrow and move 
on. That is just how you have to do it when you have a game Thursday night.” 
 
On Beckham’s performance and the incompletion on fourth-and-four in the fourth quarter: 
“I would have to look at it obviously, but there are some opportunities and he made a couple plays on the ball. Again on those 
fourth downs, I have to make sure we are putting the guys in better position.” 
 
On the Hail Mary at the end of the first half: 
“That was a big play and even the last completion to WR Anthony Schwartz on the sideline there helped. Baker did a nice job 
of buying time and put plenty of air under it, and (WR) Donovan (Peoples-Jones) made a nice play. Not enough plays out there 
on the field. That is where we have to do a better job as coaches. We have to make sure that we are putting these guys in 
positions to succeed.” 
 
On if he expected Cardinals Head Coach Kliff Kingsbury’s absence might affect their operation: 
“They are in their third year in their systems so I felt like they had a bunch of coaches there that know how they operate. I know 
Kliff had a ton of faith in those guys to operate and execute. Again, I give those guys credit. They beat us.”  
 

# # # 
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QB Baker Mayfield 

Arizona Cardinals vs. Cleveland Browns postgame interview 
10-17-21 

 
QB Baker Mayfield: 
On how he is feeling after the left, non-throwing shoulder injury: 
“It feels like shit.” 
  
On if the injury is worse than when injured earlier this year: 
“Probably. MRI and stuff tomorrow so we will find out more.” 
  
On if has a sense of if he will be able to play through the injury: 
“I do.” 
  
On if he will be able to play through the injury: 
“Yes.” 
  
On if the injury is a new one or just a re-aggravation of the first shoulder injury he suffered: 
“It dislocated again and slipped out again on a non-contact play. Just have to figure out a way to get better.” 
  
On his turnovers: 
“The first fumble, just the saying ‘dead man zone.’ You are scrambling around to find where those extra guys are. I wanted to 
get the ball downfield to (WR) Odell (Beckham Jr.) on the scramble drill, and he was open. Just that extra half-second of trying 
to make a play, just have to take care of it. The pick was just a bad throw. I threw it where he was instead of where he was going 
to be. Just a bad throw. The last one, just held onto the ball.” 
  
On the momentum from the Hail Mary TD pass at the end of the first half: 
“Taking some momentum into halftime. The defense came out and got a stop. We just were not able to score at the beginning of 
the third quarter to truly change that game. It was one of those days. We could not get things going. They had a good plan for us 
and got punched in the mouth.” 
  
On if he expected Beckham to return to the game after sustaining a shoulder: 
“At first, I did not really know. I could tell he got up kind of gingerly. We went in at halftime and asked him how he was doing. 
He said he was coming back in.  He is tough. He wants to be in there playing and helping us out.” 
  
On how big of a challenge the short week will be for the Browns with several players banged up: 
“It is a huge challenge with the short week. Obviously, you mentioned it, we have a lot of guys banged up right now, but it is an 
AFC opponent coming in, and we have to be able to bounce back and respond. It is the first time we have lost two in a row 
since (Head Coach) Kevin (Stefanski) has been here. That hurts more than anything because you want to be able to fix those 
corrections and not make the same mistakes over again. We did not do that. We have to flush it, learn from it and move 
forward. It is no resemblance of who we are as a team on display today.” 
  
On how the Browns OL played today: 
“I thought they played good for what they were asked to do. One of the sacks when the guy was running free, I just need to 
know in that defensive personnel that we are going to have to get the ball out. I thought they played well. Just have to find ways 
to get healthy and get back out there.” 
 
On the Browns choosing to use several empty backfield sets early in the game: 
“If you look at our personnel up against theirs, they had a good plan. They brought in bigger personnel to each personnel we 
had. They would upgrade that. When we would go empty to try to get them out of that, they had a good empty plan. We have to 
look at that film, make those corrections and be able to expect that in the future.” 
 
On why the Browns offense has struggled to convert on fourth down: 



 
“It is just about doing the little things right. That is kind of the story of our offense right now is we are not consistent enough 
and not making those little plays and little details. Whether it is alignment or assignment, it is just doing your job and not doing 
too much. Just doing your job. That is pretty much it.” 
 
On saying the shoulder injury happened on one occasion in a non-contact setting and if that was on the fumble or 
another play: 
“A different play.” 
 
On his comment that the team was not who it is as a team today and if that extends to all three units: 
“Like I said earlier in the week, complementary football. You could ask anybody in our building, ‘Have we played to our 
potential?’ Absolutely not. Yeah, I can speak from a leadership standpoint, we expect to be better. That is plain and simple. 
That is what we are going to have to do. We are going to have to come out with a sense of urgency. We are not panicking by 
any means. We are 3-3. That is not where we wanted to be right now, but the pure genius of the NFL, we have 11 more games 
instead of 10 now. We have 11 more games to go show who we are, play for each other and get better as each week goes on 
because nobody makes the playoffs right now. You have to not let up and you have to peak at the right time. We will handle this 
correctly. We will do that, and I know that because of the guys we have in the locker room. We will get better. That is just a 
fact.” 
 
On RB Kareem Hunt being carted to the locker room toward the end of the game: 
“It sucks. He was playing through some nicks and injuries, as well. For it to happen on kind of a simple pass play that he is just 
going over the ball, it just sucks. I hurt for him. I just talked to him, and it is the first time that he had not finished a football 
game. Things like that are tough because you do not wish that upon anybody. We are going to see what we are made of. Our 
backs are up against the wall right now, and I like our chances.” 
 
On the Browns going up-tempo on the team’s first TD drive and if that helped establish a rhythm: 
“A little bit. Also, I think just trying to keep them out [on the field]. They were bringing some good pressures and timing it up 
on different downs. Just trying to keep them out of that. When you play a team like that and they are on the drawing board and 
they are able to dial those things up, you want to get into tempo to where they can’t do that.” 
 
On if he will be able to play on Thursday with the short turnaround: 
“Absolutely.” 
 
On if he was surprised the offense and Cardinals QB Kyler Murray were able to execute efficiently despite Cardinals 
Head Coach Kliff Kingsbury missing the game: 
“No, not at all. They are a good team. They were undefeated for much more than just a few individual people. They are playing 
extremely hard right now. I said that on defense and on the offensive side of the ball. Their effort is off the charts. They just 
played really well today.”  
 

# # # 
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Cleveland Browns Players 

Arizona Cardinals vs. Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-17-21 

 
CB Denzel Ward: 
On the officiating in today’s game and if there may have been retaliation from last week: 
“I do not think they were retaliating, but I did not agree with the calls that they made. At the end of the day, we have to find a 
way to overcome it and find a way to win.”  
 
On what the defense needs to fix to eliminate the touchdown passes:  
“It is all communication. Everybody needs to echo the calls out and make sure we are on the same page.” 
 
On refocusing after two defensive pass interference calls in one drive: 
“You have to have a short memory. I feel like I did my job. I was shutting my man down, but it was put in the refs hands. They 
made some calls that went the offense’s way, but you just have to play the next play.” 
 
On what needs to be fixed with the defense’s lack of communication: 
“We have to go back and watch film to see what it is that we have to correct. Communication wise, we have to be on the same 
page. We will see this week once we watch film so we can be better for this upcoming week.” 
 
On the injuries impacting the team performance: 
“We all have played together ever since camp. We had rotations and everybody was playing with each other. It is 
communication, and we all have to be on the same page. We have to spread the call across the field and execute our 
assignments.” 
 
On RB Kareem Hunt’s injury: 
“Injuries are tough, and I am definitely praying for Kareem. We need him. He is a great player. Injuries are never good for the 
game, and we are looking to when he can get back and healthy. I wish him the best, and (QB) Baker (Mayfield) to get healthy, 
as well.” 
 
On what makes Cardinals QB Kyler Murray special: 
“He is able to extend plays. Besides being able to throw the ball and make every throw on the field, he is able to extend plays 
and run out of the pocket while still finding his guys down the field. He is a dual-threat quarterback, and he played a good 
game. He got his playmakers the ball, and shout out to them. They played a great game.” 
 
 
 

# # # 
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DE Myles Garrett  

Arizona Cardinals vs. Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-17-21 

 
DE Myles Garrett: 
On how to help get the defense where it needs to be: 
“It is film study, watching last week, and watching this week. It is communication on the field after you have studied the film. 
Obviously, you practice what you see.” 
 
On the lack of continuity of the defense: 
“It is tough. We practice with everyone. Through training camp and throughout the year, everybody plays a role in practice. 
They have shown they can make big plays in games. Right now, we have to find ourselves. We are not rushing like we are 
supposed to. We are not covering like we are supposed to.”  
 
On the frustration of four penalties on one drive: 
“It is frustrating, of course. You can dispute the calls all you want. You are still out there. You still have to make a stop. It does 
not matter about the penalties. We cannot let that get to us or shake us. We have to step up and make a play.”  
 
On if questionable penalties bothered some players: 
“No. I just do not think we made the play we were supposed to. We cannot rely on the refs to be on our side any Sunday. We 
should never expect that. They are going to call what they are going to call. We have to be in a better position.” 
 
On if the roughing the passer penalties called tonight enter his mind: 
“No I am not worried about roughing the passer, landing on a guy or any of that. Go out and tackle the guy, and what happens, 
happens. You are never out there to hurt anyone or land on someone awkward.” 
 

# # # 
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WR Donovan Peoples-Jones 

Arizona Cardinals vs. Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-17-21 

 
WR Donovan Peoples-Jones: 
On the Hail Mary touchdown: 
“I was able to see it, get a good read on it and judge it to see where it was going to land. I went up there and made a play. I saw 
the ball when it was about halfway in the air. I saw it and had a feeling where it was going to land.” 
 
On if he thought the Hail Mary was going to be a momentum changer: 
“We are just trying to put up as many points as we can and get in position to win the game.”  
 
On QB Baker Mayfield’s injury:  
“I was around him trying to make sure he was ok. We need him. He is a big part of this team and he keeps us going.” 
 
On Mayfield returning to the game: 
“He is a tough guy. Earlier in the year, he had something similar. He came back and fought out there. He wants to be out there 
for the team. He is definitely a tough guy and a great competitor.” 
 
On WR Odell Beckham Jr.’s injury: 
“He is a dog. The guy gets hurt, and that affects your body and your mental game, but he goes back out there and keeps 
fighting, which says a lot about him and the way he feels about the team.” 
 
On his first touchdown catch: 
“I was lined up on the right side and had a little short out. Baker delivered the ball, and once I caught it, I was focused on 
getting in the end zone.” 
 
On his recent success: 
“I am feeling good out there. I am blessed to go out there and play every day in a sport that I love and a team that I love being 
on.” 
 
On the team’s mentality after losing back-to-back games: 
“We need to keep pressing. We have to keep doing what we have to do, detail everything we have to detail and just go to work.” 
 
 

# # # 
 

***Visit the Browns Media Center for materials provided by the Browns communications department, including media 
schedules, press releases, quotes, photos, media guides, rosters, depth charts and more.*** 

https://browns.1rmg.com/
https://browns.1rmg.com/


 
Cardinals players 

Arizona Cardinals vs. Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-17-2021 

 
Cardinals LB Jordan Hicks: 
On facing adversity:  
“It’s just the resiliency of this team. We come out here every single day, every week, and we don’t worry about what’s going on 
around us. We focus on ourselves. Executing the game plan, and putting ourselves in positions to execute the details of the 
game plan the coaches are giving us. We don’t waver. When you see this team and when you see the leadership of this team, I 
think that’s the mark that’s been imprinted at this point. Obviously, missing key guys and the guys that come in don’t flinch.” 
  
On pressure on the defense to perform with HC Kliff Kingsbury being out as the offensive play caller: 
“That wasn’t the talk. At the end of the day, it’s never about them or what they do. We have one standard and we expect to play 
up to it. Coming in to the half, those last two drives weren’t our standard. Coming back in (to the second half), we made the 
adjustments. The leadership held each other accountable coming in to that second half, and we dominated.” 
  
On keeping Browns RB Kareem Hunt in check: 
“(Browns QB) Kareem (Hunt) is extremely talented. We watch the film on him and he is breaking tackles. He’s physical, he can 
catch the ball. He’s very versatile. We knew we had to stop the run first, and we put a premium on that.” 
  
On ranking this Cardinals teams to other teams he has been on: 
“I don’t like to compare the teams – it’s completely different. The constant that I see is the ability to overcome adversity, the 
leadership, and at the end of the day, to not let things around you impact what’s going on, on the field. Good teams are able to 
overcome adversity, and win games that many people doubt that they are going to win. A lot of times in this league, it comes 
down to one drive on the end and the difference is very miniscule in the NFL. Good teams are able to overcome adversity and 
that’s what we were able to do today.” 
  
On the Browns’ Hail Mary and DC Vance Joseph taking the blame for it: 
“With three seconds left (in the quarter), we knew that they only had one play left. It’s tough. To me, it’s all about the players. I 
understand (DC) Vance (Joseph) is saying but we had opportunities to sack (Browns QB) Baker (Mayfield) and to not let him 
pop the pocket. I think (LB) Isaiah (Simmons) and I could have been deeper – we were in no man’s land. Then at the point of 
attack, you’ve got to make the play. As I said, we came into the locker room after that and we addressed it. It was one play and 
we move on. We were able to respond and not let that impact us going into the second half.” 
 
Cardinals WR Christian Kirk: 
On playing today with unknowns throughout the week: 
“There were a lot of variables coming into this week. Things that we could have used as excuses if the outcome went the other 
way today, but we mended together. My thing and the way I thought about it was we are a good enough team. As long as we 
can line up 11 on each side of the ball, we have a chance. Just the leadership and the type of guys that we have in this locker 
room, and the people who stepped up today – just really showed the resiliency of this team and how good we can be.” 
 
On if this game cements the belief how good the Cardinals are: 
“We have seen it in earlier games. You face adversity every Sunday and we have responded really well to it. I think that is why 
coming into today, nobody had the belief that we were not going to win this game. We have that confidence every single 
Sunday and I think that helps out with us.” 
 
On the difference in the communication today with Head Coach Kliff Kingsbury not calling plays: 
“It was definitely different, but I have to give a special shout out to (Assistant Wide Receivers Coach) Spencer Whipple. A 
special guy and special coach. A guy, especially us receivers, love working with. The fact that he stepped in, took over the reins 
and did not blink and went out there and called the right plays. Kept us in front of the chains and listened to the guys on the side 
line and just making sure guys were comfortable with what we were running. He did a great job.” 
 
On if there was a different feel with how the plays were called: 



 
“No. It was different in the sense of obviously Kliff not being on the side line. For me, when I was looking at the side line and I 
did not see Kliff and it was definitely odd. But like I said, there were so many people who stepped up. In regards to how the 
game was called, the game plan is the game plan. We all have a good feel in certain situations on what plays are going to be 
called. Obviously Kliff develops that. We practiced it all week. Spence did a good job with sticking to it, but also being able to 
change on the fly.” 
 
 

# # # 
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Cardinals Defensive Coordinator Vance Joseph 

Arizona Cardinals at Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-17-2021 

 
Cardinals defensive coordinator Vance Joseph: 
Opening statement: 
“It feels weird [being back at the post game podium], but I have been here before.” 
 
On the team’s effort today: 
“Amazing. Obviously it’s been a rough week with losing our head coach (Kliff Kingsbury) and a couple guys to COVID. It’s 
been an up and down week, but our team leaders were great all week. No one wavered, no one blinked. The staff didn’t blink. 
Every day it was bad news and no one blinked – not one time. Even yesterday. Even Saturday morning at practice when the 
players knew that Kliff was down for the game, there were no worries. There was really an excitement to go play a really good 
football team. The boys performed. This staff is amazing. It’s a great football staff. It’s our third year all together and that helps 
– having continuity like this. Kliff, obviously with his offense has coaches to call as he would call it. We didn’t miss a beat 
offensively. It was aggressive. It was the way Kliff would have called the game. Obviously on defense, I was there and 
(Cardinals Asst. HC/Special Teams Coordinator) Jeff (Rodgers) was there on [special] teams. Nothing was different from the 
first five weeks.” 
 
On how the operation on offense worked between Asst. Wide Receivers Coach Spencer Whipple and Run Game 
Coordinator/Offensive Line Sean Kugler: 
“It was really good. It was really seamless. Obviously, every play they talked through different calls. What was impressive was 
the last quarter. We burned about nine minutes just running the football. That’s the sign of a great offense. When you can throw 
the ball obviously and score 30 points per game, but when it’s time to screw it down and run the football as soon as you get on 
the field, that’s impressive. That was very impressive.” 
 
On whether Whipple primarily called the plays with input from Kugler: 
“Spencer (Whipple) was the communicator to get to the quarterback. You want one voice calling the plays for the quarterback, 
but obviously it was a group effort as far the entire offense is concerned.” 
 
On the Browns Hail Mary play to end the first half: 
“I’ll just say this: I have to coach that better. I probably should have been in victory, but I didn’t think he was going to reach the 
end zone from there. He tried it. First of all, he can’t pop the pocket. Once he pops the pocket, I knew that was going to be a bad 
deal because now it’s 6’2” guys for the corners. That wasn’t a good feeling when he popped the pocket. I have to coach that 
better. It wasn’t coached properly. Once it became a Hail Mary, my guys at the midpoint should turn and run with those guys, 
and they didn’t. At the end of the play, there were three Browns players and only two corners. That’s on me. I didn’t coach that 
well enough. I probably should have called victory there but I wasn’t sure he could reach it from where he was on the field. I’ll 
coach it better and make a better call there. Outside of that Hail Mary, the drive before that wasn’t good. We lost a couple gaps 
in that series before the Hail Mary. We had a screen for a big play. Outside of that, the boys played well. It was a bunch of 
backups playing again. It was fun to see those guys play.” 
 
On how it important it was for LB Markus Golden, CB Robert Alford, and DL J.J. Watt to make significant 
contributions with several players out: 
“[It was] absolutely key. Obviously Golden, J.J. Watt and Alford are our veteran guys. Those guys have to play good every 
single week. Having them there chasing the quarterback was fun to see. Having a bunch of those young defensive linemen that 
we’ve drafted and raised here is also gratifying to watch. Those guys played at a high level.” 
 
On how they dealt with being down DL Zach Allen, LB Chandler Jones, and DL Corey Peters: 
“It was definitely a surprise. We traveled (DE) Jonathan Ledbetter in case we had more positives in that D-linemen group 
because of Zach. That was a smart decision by (Linebackers coach) Bill (Davis) to travel more D-linemen. He played about 
three or four snaps today. Also getting (DL) Jordan Phillips was huge this week. To lose Zach and Corey, but to get Jordan back 
was kind of a wash as far as experience. Again, when those young kids stepped up and played well.  It was a run day first for us. 



 
All week we wanted to stop the running game, and that happened. We made (Browns QB) Baker (Mayfield) pass and that was 
the goal.” 
 
On how DL Corey Peters will travel home: 
“I’m not sure. He is in good spirits and he is happy for the team.” 
 
On whether they are worried about more positive cases coming: 
“I think everyone is nervous about the COVID issues. It is a moving target. Obviously, if you have one positive, there can be 
two or three more. I’m surprised there weren’t more. Right now it’s a moving target. We’ll see what the league gives us this 
week as far as protocols. It speaks to our young guys and our reserve players who can step up and play for us. Everyone is 
dealing with this. We had our bad stint right now, but it’s not going away.” 
 
On whether the win today meant a little more: 
“Absolutely. It was a tough week. Kliff is disappointed he couldn’t be here. Kliff’s entire life and lifestyle is for this team. He is 
there at 4:45 in the morning and he leaves at 9 [p.m.]. He doesn’t go anywhere. He pops positive for COVID so everyone felt 
for him. His entire life is this team. All those guys, it was tough on their teammates to watch them not be there. Again, the best 
teams win, and that’s where we’re headed. It’s a team effort always.” 
 
On whether they Face Timed the guys who couldn’t be at the game: 
“That already happened a little bit. [Kliff] is fine. He is happy obviously and he is at home recovering.” 
 
 

# # # 
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Cardinals players 

Arizona Cardinals vs. Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-17-2021 

 
Cardinals LB Jordan Hicks: 
On facing adversity:  
“It is just the resiliency of this team. We come out here every single day, every week, and we don’t worry about what’s going 
on around us. We focus on ourselves. Executing the game plan, and putting ourselves in positions to execute the details of the 
game plan the coaches are giving us. We don’t waver. When you see this team and when you see the leadership of this team, I 
think that’s the mark that’s been imprinted at this point. Obviously, missing key guys and the guys that come in don’t flinch.” 
  
On pressure on the defense to perform with HC Kliff Kingsbury being out as the offensive play caller: 
“That wasn’t the talk. At the end of the day, it’s never about them or what they do. We have one standard and we expect to play 
up to it. Coming in to the half, those last two drives weren’t our standard. Coming back in (to the second half), we made the 
adjustments. The leadership held each other accountable coming in to that second half, and we dominated.” 
  
On keeping Browns RB Kareem Hunt in check: 
“(Browns QB) Kareem (Hunt) is extremely talented. We watch the film on him and he is breaking tackles. He’s physical, he can 
catch the ball. He’s very versatile. We knew we had to stop the run first, and we put a premium on that.” 
  
On ranking this Cardinals teams to other teams he has been on: 
“I don’t like to compare the teams – it’s completely different. The constant that I see is the ability to overcome adversity, the 
leadership, and at the end of the day, to not let things around you impact what’s going on, on the field. Good teams are able to 
overcome adversity, and win games that many people doubt that they are going to win. A lot of times in this league, it comes 
down to one drive on the end and the difference is very miniscule in the NFL. Good teams are able to overcome adversity and 
that’s what we were able to do today.” 
  
On the Browns’ Hail Mary and DC Vance Joseph taking the blame for it: 
“With three seconds left (in the quarter), we knew that they only had one play left. It’s tough. To me, it’s all about the players. I 
understand (DC) Vance (Joseph) is saying but we had opportunities to sack (Browns QB) Baker (Mayfield) and to not let him 
pop the pocket. I think (LB) Isaiah (Simmons) and I could have been deeper – we were in no man’s land. Then at the point of 
attack, you’ve got to make the play. As I said, we came into the locker room after that and we addressed it. It was one play and 
we move on. We were able to respond and not let that impact us going into the second half.” 
 

# # # 
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Cardinals QB Kyler Murray 

Arizona Cardinals vs. Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-17-21 

 
Cardinals QB Kyler Murray: 
On how well he functioned with all of the adversity: 
“I thought for the most part that it was solid. Two turnovers that we did capitalize on – we kicked two field goals. In the second 
half, I think we had two three-and-outs, but we stuck with it. (Cardinals Assistant Wide Receivers Coach Spencer) Whipple 
kept calling aggressively, and we made it happen. We ran the ball well. We converted on third down when we needed to. I 
thought it was a total team effort today, and it was a great job by the team.” 
 
On if he was concerned about not having Cardinals Head Coach Kliff Kingsbury today: 
“After Friday practice when we had the tests, I said something to the quarterbacks and (Cardinals Quarterbacks Coach) Cam 
(Turner) that it would suck if someone gets it and then Kliff and Cam got it. I think once we got the news, it was just an 
opportunity and kind of exciting to go out and prove ourselves on the road against a great team. I think with the guys, you could 
feel the energy all week at practice. It was a great week. Coming on the road, us versus them, it was a good game.” 
 
On Whipple calling the game: 
“He was calm and cool the whole game. He did not panic. We made him right whenever he called it aggressively. We were 
behind him. Regardless of the call, we were going to go out there and execute. Obviously, that is a great defense and a great 
team. They are going to make plays. We had a lot of plays I felt like that we left out there. They are going to make plays 
because they are a great team. It is what it is.” 
 
On how a lot of Cardinals players and coaches worked to keep the game on track today: 
“Credit to [the Cardinals coaches and players] and all of the guys that had a hand in helping. They made sure that I was getting 
call signals and all that. The operation was very smooth. For us to not have Coach Kingsbury, the operation was very smooth on 
the road.” 
 
On whether the four fumbles will gnaw at him: 
“Not at all. I’m not too worried about it.” 
 
On whether the events of the last 24 hours took a mental toll on the team: 
“Like I said, I think we were excited. The odds seemed kind of stacked against us. For us, it was pretty much an opportunity to 
come out here and prove ourselves against a good team. We had to come out here and handle it the way we needed to handle it. 
Like I said, that is a good team over there. We prepared well for them. It is on us to give them our best.” 
 
On checking at the line more than usual and if he was seeing things more than usual: 
“Maybe. Probably not having a coach out there let me have a little more leeway. I guess they did give me a little more freedom 
for whatever I did see to go with it. That is what they were saying the whole time. Whatever you see, go with it. I stick with that 
same rule. If it makes sense, you have a plan, but you have to go with it. I think we did a great job. I forget how much time we 
had in that fourth quarter drive, but we ran it all the way down and leaned on them. Like I said, that is a great defense so that is 
exciting to see.” 
 
On the conversations with Kingsbury after the game: 
“He was just excited. I could not really hear him on FaceTime. It was pretty loud in the locker room, but I know he is excited 
for sure.” 

# # # 
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Cardinals OLB Markus Golden 

Arizona Cardinals vs. Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-17-21 

 
Cardinals OLB Markus Golden: 
On his mindset coming into the game knowing the team was going to be shorthanded: 
“Of course, we miss those guys. A couple of great players and a head coach, a great head coach so of course we miss those guys 
and wish they were here, but this is the NFL. This is football. Next man up has to step it up and hold it down for them. That is 
what everybody did today.” 
 
On how much he needed to step up his game with other key defensive players out: 
“I would not say I had to ‘do this’ because (Cardinals OLB) Chandler (Jones) is out. I am going to come in every day, no matter 
if it is practice or a game, and bring my all and get better. That is what I did today, but of course when you have a guy like 
Chandler gone, our goal was to play for Chandler, because I know if he was here he would have played his heart out and lay it 
on the line every play. That was my thing, to go out there and play for him and the rest of the guys and (Cardinals Head) Coach 
Kliff (Kingsbury) too.” 
 
On what he saw from the offensive play calling: 
“You have to give those guys credit. The coaches stepped up for Kliff and made sure they called a good game and did what they 
had to do. For the whole offense, the offensive line did good, the receivers ran the right routes and then you have (QB) Kyler 
(Murray) back there, a young great quarterback. When you have a player like him, he went out there and made some plays. 
Overall, when you do not have your head coach who is really involved in the offense, you have to give credit to the coaches. 
The coaches went out there and did their thing today.” 
 
On if this felt like it would not ‘be their week’: 
“Not at all. Everybody was even more motivated, like I said, to go out there and perform at a high level for all those guys. When 
you have players and a great coach like that who bring it every day, it is motivation because you know those guys would love to 
be out there. If they could, they would be laying it on the line just like we did today.” 
 
On not having Kingsbury: 
“It was real weird. It was weird not have Kliff, Chandler, (Cardinals DL) Corey (Peter) and all of those guys man. You are used 
to seeing Corey and Chandler. They are leaders on the team so they motivate a lot of guys. It was weird, but you got back to 
what I keep saying. That was the plan this week to go out there and perform at a high level for all those guys.”   
 

# # # 
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