
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BENGALS POSTGAME QUOTES 

NOV. 7, 2021 
CLEVELAND AT CINCINNATI 

ZAC TAYLOR 
Head coach 
Initial comments ...  
 “We just feel like we let an opportunity slip through our hands today. We didn’t deserve to win, Cleveland did. They beat us, plain 
and simple. We had two turnovers in the first half that led to 10 points. We gave up two explosive plays, one in the first half, one in the 
second half for touchdowns that gave them 14 (points). When you’re playing a team that’s built the way they are with the running game 
and you give them a big lead — a two-score lead or a three-score lead — that’s where they’re going to be at their best. So it’s 
disappointing, but that’s the outcome today. We’re 5-4 at the bye, and now these guys get a chance to regroup. You’re going to see a 
good football team after this bye. We’ve got a lot of season left in front of us, and we just told our guys we’re going to learn from this, 
move on, and be a team to be reckoned with here in November and December.” 
 
You said that this will be a good football team after the bye. After the last two weeks, what would make you or the fans believe 
that? 
 “We believe it. It doesn’t really matter what people outside this building believe. That’s what we know we’re made of. It’s plain and 
simple: When you have the turnovers that we had — really, a 14 point swing on the first possession of the game, and we have the 
other fumble and we’re trying to get some momentum there and they punch it in for three points. That put us in a hole. But at halftime, 
we weren’t defeated. We felt like we were going to have great opportunities. Myles Garrett, he made a nice sack there on our offense’s 
first possession, then the defense got momentum and they just finished it off from there. So, credit to them. I don’t think there’s any 
magic formula, we just made some pretty simple mistakes. We had more dropped passes than I’ve seen from our group. It was just a 
day where we needed to be pretty dang good, and we weren’t. It’s as simple as that.” 
 
What did you see out of Joe Burrow today, especially regarding the drops and the turnovers? 
 “Everybody’s going to look at themselves and say this wasn’t their best performance, myself included. The bye probably comes at 
a right time for us. We wish we had a little momentum going into it, but we don’t. This is a chance for us to step back, get physically 
healthy, get mentally ready for what this back half of the season is going to bring. I don’t think anybody’s going to watch the tape today 
and be pleased with what we put out there.” 
 
Burrow’s interception on the goal line — was it just a late throw? 
 “It’s hard. That’s one I’m going to need to see. Denzel (Browns CB Denzel Ward) obviously made a great play, but he’s a great 
corner. He made a great play. We’ll have to check the location and timing of the throw and those things. We run that play a lot. We ran 
it last week for a pretty good play too. It may have just come down to him making a play. We’ll just see where the throw was at when 
we check the tape.” 
 
You decided to make a change at right guard in the starting lineup. What went into that decision, and might we see any other 
changes in the starting offensive line given how much Burrow was hit today? 
 “Two sacks came from the (running) backs not being on top of their protection, so we’ll start with that. That’s usually put upon the 
offensive line, but it’s really disappointing when those set drives back because we’re not on top of details in protection. We’ll see how 
the team played. I have confidence in our offensive line, so I’m not going to make any knee-jerk reactions after this game. But we’ll 
have a chance to revisit it after the bye.” 
 
Did anything they do on defense catch you off-guard? 
 “I feel like we moved the ball up and down the field the whole first half, and we left some points on the board. Those two turnovers 
really hurt us. We had the fourth down — I felt we should have converted one of those two plays on third down or fourth down. We look 
inwardly at ourselves, particularly in the first half there. It felt like we left a lot of points on the board and had some great opportunities.” 
 
There was a lot of talk after last week’s loss about the defense’s tackling issues. And it seemed like that was an issue again 
today ... 
 “We’ve got to be better there. We’re facing a team that’s the number one rushing team in the NFL. That’s kind of been their bread 
and butter. Chubb (Browns RB Nick Chubb) is a fantastic running back, and they’ve got a really good offensive line and a tight end that 
blocks really well for them. We’ve got our work cut out for us, because they’ve that’s what they’ve shown each game that they’ve 
played the last two years. One of the things you’ve got to do is be where you’re supposed to be, and be able to put the back on the 
ground when you’ve got the opportunities. I did see a couple times when we had some opportunities and missed tackles. We’ll see if it 
was a consistent thing of the same play over and over, or if it was one play — I don’t know the answer to that yet, but it’s something 
we’ll have to watch.” 
 
You’ve been fairly aggressive offensively at the end of the first half, but you let time run off the clock toward the end of the 
half today. Why? 
 “We wanted to end with points there at the buzzer. We did that. It’s fourth down, so I don’t know what else we could have done 
there.” 
 
Ja’Marr Chase had not looked like a rookie all season, but he had a rough game today. What are some things you want to tell 
him following this game? 
 “We have a lot of confidence in him. And like I said earlier, we have a lot of guys who will look back and see plays that were in their 
grasp that we normally make but didn’t. Why those? I don’t know. We needed those plays in this game, and we just didn’t make them. 
We’ll watch the tape, we’ll talk to the guys about what the issues were, and we’ll put them behind us and move on.” 
 



Has there been a sense of sharpness that you had early in the season but have been missing these last two weeks? 
 “That’s probably easy to say when you have the two losses back-to-back like that. You look at today, and it’s very simple: We had 
two turnovers, and then really on one play we gave up a 60-yard post route for a touchdown. That’s typically not on all 11 guys, it’s just 
a coverage issue. I know he (Mayfield) got hit as soon as he released that ball, so we were right there. That play could have gone the 
other way had it been a half-second later. Again, we’re going to make sure that we react accordingly with how we feel our guys did and 
what we could do adjustment-wise on both sides of the ball. We’ll just see what this tape tells us.” 
 
There were plenty of targets for Chase and Tee Higgins today, but not as many for Tyler Boyd. Is that something you thought 
might happen as part of the game plan, or is that something where you think, ‘Maybe we messed up on that one?’ 
 “No, I wouldn’t have thought that going in. They’ve played pretty soft on the corners, so you had a chance to attack there. I thought 
we were pretty efficient at that. At halftime, it felt like the only incompletions were in the red zone — I could be wrong on that. I felt like 
we completed every other ball we threw. When you go in with that mindset at halftime, we feel pretty good about our rhythm there. And 
then that sack on the first drive (of the second half) set us back, and they went back and scored, which was tough. I could be mistaken 
there. But Tyler is a big part of what we do, and it may have been a mistake on my part to not have him more involved. He could have 
gotten a lot of targets; sometimes the other guys were open and got the ball and got the targets. That’s just the way it went, but we’ve 
got a ton of confidence in him, and it was unintentional.” 
 
What’s the trend with the defense that’s the most concerning over the last two weeks? And how is it correctable? 
 “It’s two different performances, really. Last week, there weren’t very many explosive plays. This week, explosives really hurt us. 
It’s kind of a different issue each week. I think people are going to try to paint a picture of overreaction when you lose two games in a 
row. We’re not. We’re going to correct those things that we need to correct and use this bye week to get our bodies back and make 
sure we’re healthy going into the back half of the season. This isn’t unusual for teams to lose two games in a row in this league. It feels 
awful — trust me — to sit here after two consecutive losses. It’s important we’re consistent with our approach throughout. We know 
we’ve done some good things over these first nine games of the season. We’ll make the corrections that we need to make so we’re 
focused and come out strong after the bye. There are very few teams in the history of the league that haven’t had to overcome two 
consecutive losses, and we’ll be one of those teams that overcomes. Again, our focus will be on the right things — getting our guys 
healthy and playing good football.” 
 
JOE BURROW 
Quarterback 
What are your overall thoughts on today’s game? 
 “I didn’t play very well. If I play better we’re in that game, we have a chance to win that game. I just didn’t play well. That’s all there 
is too it.” 
 
On the Pick Six interception, were you late with the throw or did he just make a good play on it? 
 “He made a good play. I left it inside a bit. If you do that to Denzel (Ward), he’s going to make you pay.” 
 
Was the Pick Six a tough hurdle to overcome? 
 “No. I thought we came out well in the first half. We had a lot of yards in that first half. We were playing well, we we’re in rhythm. I 
turned it over twice, we had a fumble and in this league, you can’t overcome those kind of turnovers.” 
 
(Bengals head coach) Zac Taylor said you’re going to see a better team coming out of the bye. What gives you confidence as 
a group you’re going to be able to keep this from snowballing into a multiple loss type of thing? 
 “I know the guys we have in that locker room. We’ve got tough, resilient guys that are excited to come back to work. Today’s a 
tough day. We didn’t play very well and it showed on the field. We’re halfway through the season, so we’ve still got a long ways to go. 
Everything is still in front of us and we’re going to come back to work ready to go.” 
 
What happened on the second interception? 
 “Denzel made another good play. He tipped it. They played 11 Lurk we call it, and there’s a safety inside so I tried to kind of stop 
Ja’Marr (Chase) with the ball and Denzel was right there and made a good play, tipped the ball. A credit to him and I’ve got to do a 
better job taking care of the ball.” 
 
Is there anything the Browns did defensively that made it tough on you? 
 “You know, credit to them. They kept everything in front of them and eliminated the big plays, and they’ve got two big freak-a-zoids 
on the edge that make it tough. You’ve got to give credit to them.”  
 
It seemed like Tyler Boyd wasn’t really involved a lot in the offense today. Why wasn’t he involved? 
 “We’ll go back and watch the film and see what other concepts we could have run and all that stuff. It’s tough to say right now.” 
 
You were hit 12 times and sacked five times. What are your thoughts on the way the offensive line played today? 
 “I thought the whole line played really well. In the first half they were really controlling the line of scrimmage and then if you get 
behind against those guys, that’s when they tee off. You can’t put the o-line in that position. We’ve got to jump out early so we can run 
the ball better. I thought they played great. They did.” 
 
What is the message you have for the team after two straight losses? 
 “We’ve still got everything in front of us. There’s no panicking. We’ve lost two in a row — so what? We’ve got eight games and still 
a chance to win the division and make the playoffs. So, that’s our focus moving forward.” 
 
With the interceptions you’ve thrown this season, what is your mindset there? Do you feel they even out over the course of 
the season? 
 “Today the interceptions were frustrating. Over the course of the season, there’s been some that were my fault, some good plays 
by the defense. The ones that I can control I need to limit, and that’s that.” 
 
It was a weird first half with you moving the ball down the field, but not getting points ... 
 “We just turned the ball over. I’ve got to take care of the ball better — we’ve all got to take care of the ball better. When we were 
rolling in the first half, we just kept turning the ball over, and that was killing us. You can’t do that.” 
 
How do you look at the first half of the season as to where you are as a team? 



 “We still have a really good team. We’re 5-4. We’re excited about where we’re at going forward. We’re going to come back to work 
ready to go. We’ve got a tough, resilient team, and we’re going to come back to work, get better each day and focus on the next one.” 
 
Do you think it was a good decision to throw to Ja’Marr Chase on the Pick Six? 
 “It’s tough to say. I haven’t watched the film, but obviously, I’d like to have that one back.” 
 
SAM HUBBARD 
Defensive end 
How do the leaders on defense make sure things don’t snowball into multiple losses? 
 “Just come to work, do what you’ve been doing, don’t let it change your demeanor, how you go about your business. You’ve got to 
think about the next opponent and get to work.” 
 
You were a part of the 2018 team that started out hot and didn’t end so well. Can you draw on that and not let that happen 
again? 
 “No. I think we’re in a totally different position, totally different locker room, and different situation. What I saw in 2018, I have no 
indication that’s the direction we’re heading at all. So, no comparison.” 
 
A loss like this can shake confidence. Why are you so confident that it won’t shake the confidence of the team? 
 “Just because of the way that we looked at each other in the eyes throughout the game, throughout the adversity and after the 
game, how we handled every situation. You can tell. I’ve played football a long time and been a part of locker rooms. You can feel in 
your locker room when things are going toxic and guys are pointing fingers at each other, and there’s none of that.” 
 
What gives you the confidence you can rally after the bye week and continue on where you were at the start of the year? 
 “Just the guys we’ve got. This means a lot to them. This is their lives. Everything that a lot of us do revolves around coming and 
trying to win football games. It means the world to us. I know there’s a lot of people like me on this team, so that gives me confidence.” 
 
JOE MIXON 
Halfback 
What was going through your mind on the sidelines once the game got down closer to the end? 
 “Have to get better — just have to get better. A lot of growing is going to come from that, a lot of lessons to be learned, and just 
have to be better with everything. It’s a disappointment for us. That isn’t our standard. We have to get better, that’s all it is. Keep 
everybody together.” 
 
Aside from getting better, what’s the biggest lesson you need to take away from this moving forward? 
 “We just have to come out faster. Come out faster and play with more intensity. We just have to play Bengals football, and these 
last two games we haven’t been able to do that. It’s a lot of frustration, but at the same time we’ve got to keep everyone together, just 
have to keep building and keep learning. We’ve got to prepare better as players — take it upon ourselves — we just have to do better.” 
 
There has been a consistent message from the guys who came in this room before you about remaining confident. If you 
share that sentiment, can you share why you remain confident in this team? 
 “We remain confident just because of the people that we have in our locker room. Like I said, for us, we know what we’re capable 
of, everybody knows what we’re capable of. But like I said, we have to come out better, we have to execute, and we did not do that 
today. There’s a lot of things involved, but we just have to bounce back and figure out a way. It’s still early — we’re at halftime right 
now. We come back from the bye, have to have great practice, great intensity with everything, and we just have to do what we can to 
keep pushing and moving forward to Las Vegas.” 
 
It looked like you guys were committed to the run, and it was working, but you just couldn’t get past the turnover and it kind 
of got out of hand a little ... 
 “We were definitely trying to do what we could to keep the ball rolling with the run — it was definitely working — but we just have a 
lot of things we have to overcome. And we have to put the ball in the air, and things just really didn’t go our way. We just have to get 
better, we have to take care of the football, and for the most part we just have to execute with little things, and that’s what it comes 
down to, and that’s what it came down to, the little things in execution. We have to take it upon ourselves and players, and look 
ourselves in the eye, and have a come to reality moment, look in the mirror, and have to learn from it and get better.” 
 
Your optimism is based on the fact that these appear to be physical mistakes, and not mental. Is the mentality of the locker 
room in the right place? 
 “I mean, to be honest, it’s all about the mentality that we’ve got up in here. We know the players that we have, we know the talent 
that we’ve got, and sometimes you can get carried away with everything being so big, and you just forget about the little things, and 
that’s kind of what it came down to today. We missed out on an opportunity. We just have to do the little things better, and we have to 
play better. We’ve got a lot of time to bounce back — this one stung a little bit for sure, but we’ll be better. We’ll be better.” 
 
You talked about the lack of intensity the past couple of weeks. Do you feel like the team got too complacent after the 
Baltimore game? 
 “Nah, not at all. We went up in there, and we went to go take that game. Last game, we started slow, we didn’t really execute how 
we should’ve. We were in the game, but they came out with the W. And this game, we just had turnovers early, and we were trying to 
fight back, you know, stay focused, and do a lot of the little things that we could. It was just hard to overcome those turnovers, and we 
couldn’t get the stops that we needed at the time — or the turnovers that we needed — but it was just hard to overcome the turnovers. 
We’ve got to take initiative as players, and the focus is ball security, because if you’ve got the ball security and you’re winning the 
turnover battle you’re going to win. It’s a proven fact and it shows. We just have to dial in with the little things and get better.” 
 
C.J. UZOMAH 
Tight end 
What’s been the most frustrating thing over these last couple weeks for you? 
 “That we lost. We didn’t do enough to win offensively, defensively, special teams, we just didn’t play well enough. I think the most 
frustrating part is us as leaders of the team just have to make sure that we get on track, and get this taste out of our mouth, and go on 
to the bye, come back and have that revitalized mentality that we still have everything in front of us that we want to attain. But yeah, the 
frustrating part is just that we didn’t win. Point blank.” 
 



Did the issues this week feel similar to the issues last week or was there a common thread? 
 “Turnovers. We can’t turn the ball over, we can’t give their defensive ends opportunities to pin their ears back late in the game 
because we’re behind. I think that really is the main factor of that. We had some miscues and turnovers, and we’re not going to be able 
to win football games if we do that.” 
 
Can you put your finger on what the difference is between the last couple of weeks compared to the first seven? 
 “I don’t think there’s one thing. There definitely isn’t one thing, I think it’s an accumulation of multiple things, and that’s why football 
is beautiful — it’s 11 players on each side of the ball and every play counts. I don’t think it’s one thing, I think there’s a multitude of 
miscues and turnovers, and obviously I’m just speaking offensively here. Just things that cost us, and that we can’t do if we’re 
expecting to go out there and win.” 
 
What gives you so much hope with the guys in the locker room that this isn’t going to snowball, and come Las Vegas that 
there’s going to be a whole new attitude?  
 “The people that you just talked to before me, and myself, and other leaders on the team. I’ve said it a lot of times, but this is a 
different locker room — straight up. I talked to Ja’Marr (Chase) because he was the closest to me on the sideline for a little bit, and in 
the shower we had a little conversation about the culture of the locker room, and you know, it’s different. I don’t want to blow out of 
proportion things from the past, but we come in and everyone is pointing the finger at themselves. Ja’Marr’s like ‘I did this, this and this 
during the game,’ and I’m like ‘Dude, you don’t even know what I did during the game, because you’re only focused on the things that 
you did.’ And he’s like ‘I get that, but I’m taking the onus on myself,’ and I’m taking the onus on myself. And every person that you talk 
to is like ‘Okay, I need to do this better.’ I think that’s something that’s unique, okay nice, he’s saying that, so I’m picking him up. I say 
something to him, and he’s like ‘Yeah bro, but you did this, this and this.’ I don’t know, I think that aspect is unique. We know that we 
didn’t play well enough, and we know that we expect so much more out of each other. But again, we know what we have in that locker 
room, and we know what we’re able to achieve when we put our minds to it and we execute to the best of our abilities. To be honest, 
the stress level in the locker room, we’re pissed, because we just lost in a bad way in front of our home crowd, but the stress level and 
the panic level, there’s none. We know what we have, we know what we can still achieve, we just have to go out there and do it.” 
 
The accountability you just mentioned there, what’s that like compared to the alternative that probably you maybe 
experienced? 
 “(Absolutely) great, are you kidding? (Laughs). It’s a sign of maturity of a team, and again, I keep preaching this culture, and it is a 
sign of the culture. I talk about how in practice people are on each other. We’re like ‘Hey, this is what we need to do,’ but after the 
game everyone is like ‘I need to do this better, I need to do this better.’ As opposed to ‘You need to do this better, or if only you did this, 
or whatever.’ It really is — it’s good. That’s a sign of a good culture, a good locker room, and just good vibes in the locker room, and 
around the program and the organization. It’s a sign of maturity in us as an organization.” 
 
Joe Burrow talked about the lack of details and that being some of the biggest things of the last couple weeks and why you 
struggled. Why do those details kind of slip from week to week or what are some things you can do better to make sure that 
those details don’t slip? 
 “I think certain things in film study...I wouldn’t even say film study, it’s not really film study, it’s just when a game starts going a 
certain way a little bit earlier than you’d want, people —including myself — are like ‘I have to rush, I have to do this, this and this. We’re 
against the clock, we’re against the Browns right now, time’s not really on our side, I’m going to speed this route up. I’m going to speed 
up the way I set up on somebody, I’m going to speed up this block, I’m going to speed up the run,’ whatever the case is, we speed up 
something maybe. Or we try to overcompensate, whatever the case is, mentally it’s like ‘Maybe I’m going to change the way I’m doing 
this because that didn’t work last time,’ when in all reality it may not have been you that was messing up, or had a miscue early on if 
we’re running the same play, but mentally you’re like ‘Nice, let me put the onus on myself, and let me try to speed this up.’ And that’s a 
timing issue. I think this week that’s what I’m taking out of it, because I know that I did it a little bit in this game. I can’t speak for 
everybody else, but just being on the field that’s something that played into the details.” 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BROWNS POSTGAME QUOTES 
NOV. 7, 2021 

CLEVELAND AT CINCINNATI 
KEVIN STEFANSKI 
Head coach 
Initial comments ...  
 “OK, injury front: Greedy (CB Greedy Williams) injured his shoulder there early in the game, in the first quarter or the second 
quarter. We’ll keep an eye on that in the next couple days. 
 “It was a great team win to come down here and get a road victory. I thought it was hard-fought. It was never perfect, as they never 
are, but just how hard the guys played against what I think is a really good football team, a team that I think was playing good ball. So I 
was proud of those guys for how they performed.” 
 
You said this week that a win would galvanize this team. Is that what happened today? 
 “Yeah, I think it does it every week. ‘Galvanization’—I’ll have to look that up. I talked about it all week, it’s about going 1-0, and we 
did. Guess what? We’ve got to do it next week too.” 
 
What did you learn about your quarterback this week and today? 
 “Nothing new. He’s a tough dude.” 
 
How proud are you of your guys for how they’ve been able to stay focused? 
 “Our guys are pros. In this game, there are things that come up week to week that we have to address and deal with and move on, 
and that’s what we did. I felt like the focus was there all week.” 
 
You said this week that your guys ‘needed to be desperate.’ Do you think your players embraced that? 
 “Yeah, I do. And we’re desperate again next week.” 
 
Does today prove that Odell Beckham Jr. was the problem with the offense? 
 “I’m not addressing that.” 
 
How relieved are you that the matter with Beckham is closed? 
 “I’m relieved that we got a win.” 
 
Where did those explosive plays come from? 
 “They start with the takeaways. We talked about that, too. And I thought the defense was outstanding ball-searching all day. The 
ball was on the ground, and they were going to get it. The ball was in the air, and they were going to get it. So I thought that was great. 
We wanted to win the turnover margin down here, and we did. With the explosive plays—yeah, sometimes they’re there, sometimes 
they’re not, but we’ve got to find ways to score points any way we can get them. Sometimes that’s through the air, and sometimes via 
the ground.” 
 
What did you see from Denzel Ward this week and today? 
 “As you guys know, Denzel is a really good football player. In a big moment down there on third down, we lined up in the neutral 
zone the play before, I believe. And then for him to make a play on that ball and to go the distance was outstanding. He’s a great 
football player, and you need your great football players to play great. And he did today.” 
 
As a second-year player, how ready is Donovan Peoples-Jones for whatever you need from him? 
 “Yeah, I’ve talked about him over the years. He’s ‘Mr. Dependable.’ He shows up and does his job. He was unavailable with that 
injury, but when he comes back out there, you feel good when number eleven is out there because he does his job. The ball is in the 
air, and he goes and gets it.” 
 
Does he have a concussion? 
 “He was checked for a concussion, but he’s OK. It was a great catch.” 
 
Does the way Baker Mayfield is playing remind you of the stretch run from last year? 
 “Yeah, I wouldn’t compare the two, I’ll just tell you he showed today that he’s playing at a high level. He was seeing it very, very 
clearly. I thought he did a nice job.” 
 
Last year, this was the place where you seemed to find yourselves offensively. Did it feel like that again today? 
 “I don’t remember last year. Great win today, and we’ve got to go on the road and do it again next week.” 
 
When the Bengals missed on fourth down, was the following play call intended for Donovan Peoples-Jones? 
 “Yeah, I think we have a lot of calls on that sheet that we like. Quite honestly, there’s a lot of runs we like, a lot of passes we like. 
We just felt like that was the right play for that moment.” 
 
Over the last couple of days, did this team have a better vibe than normal? 
 “No. I like this team. I like how this team works. This team focuses on the task at hand. I thought they played complimentary 
football today for a large portion of the game.” 
 
Did the team grow closer in the last 48 hours? 
 “This team works really hard together. They like to compete with each other, and they like to compete against a good team today. 



That’s what I see.” 
 
What did you see on the long touchdown run by Nick Chubb? 
 “Well-blocked. I think their three-technique on the backside was chasing and missed him. Nick is a special, special player. With 
that size and power, to be able to run away from people—it’s just so rare.” 
 
What led to Troy Hill’s involvement in the pass rush? 
 “There’s certain games where the blitz from the secondary is a viable thing. Troy’s been really good at fitting the run all season 
long, and that’s kind of a natural extension of ‘fit the run’ and blitzing into some of those open gaps.” 
 
Anthony Schwartz played more than usual today. How does he fit into the team? 
 “He’s similar to Donovan in that he’s a rookie, but he’s very, very intelligent. So we put a lot on his plate playing multiple positions, 
and he did a nice job.” 
 
Is Greedy Williams’ shoulder injury the same injury as last year? 
 “It’s the same shoulder, but I think we’ll work through what that means over the next couple of days.” 
 
Did Takkarist McKinley aggravate his groin injury? 
 “He re-aggravated it, unfortunately.” 
 
Has Greedy Williams’ shoulder injury been lingering since the game against the Chargers? 
 “I can’t remember back to that game, but it might act up. But he’s fighting through it.” 
 
John Johnson III had a big game. Is this what you envisioned when he signed with the Browns? 
 “John is a big part of what we do. He helps the call on the defense and leads by example. He’s a very ball player, so thought that 
was great.” 
 
BAKER MAYFIELD 
Quarterback 
How did it feel to play like that against a rival? 
 “It was an important game for us. Any division game is. We were sitting at 4-4 and needed that win. Our whole locker room needed 
that, and they knew that. We played for each other, and any kind of win feels good.” 
 
Is this the most focused you’ve seen the team? 
 “It’s the type of team we have. I trust the guys in this locker room. I’ve said it over and over, and I truly mean it. When adversity 
hits, nobody flinched. It was a long week — I’d be lying if I said otherwise. I’m proud of these guys and how they were able to focus and 
do their jobs. We have a good group, we really do.” 
 
When you go through a week like that, how do you think you did? 
 “Once you get to Sunday, you have one job to do — that’s to make enough plays to win the game. That’s truly what mattered, 
getting to Sunday. Our guys did just that. Defense played great. Special teams were great. We have to keep capitalizing in the red 
zone — that continues to be a thing we need to get better at. Once Sunday comes around, everyone knows exactly what needs to be 
done. Today was the first day where we had a team win with complementary football. We can complement them a little more on the 
offensive side of the ball, but for the most part, it was a great win.” 
 
Walk us through the touchdown to Donovan Peoples-Jones, and was that a weight off your shoulder, to hit that deep ball? 
 “We’ve needed to hit these deep shots for a while. The opportunity presented itself. Donovan’s been a guy we can rely on, as you 
can see with his two critical catches this game. They were in quarters defense — the safety cut David coming across the middle. 
David’s going to bring a lot of attention across the middle. I just put it up there for Donovan. I made a play and he finished it, so great 
job by him.” 
 
Where does the “don’t flinch” attitude come from? 
 “All of our guys. We have a bunch of good leaders and a good locker room — guys that know the task at hand and what we need 
to accomplish to win games. You saw that come out today. It’s pretty simple. We played for each other.” 
 
Is there a sense of relief that this Odell situation is behind you guys? 
 “I think it’s more of a media story from here on. I think all of our guys realize the focus it takes to win these games. It is what it is. 
We did our job today.” 
 
What’s the range of emotions when Denzell Ward picks that ball? 
 “I thought he needed to run faster to the end zone. They were organized going down, with the first 15 plays driving. Denzell’s a 
great player and continues to show he’s a game-changer. He made a great play on the ball against a great receiver. I’m so proud of 
those guys on defense.” 
 
How does this complete win feel? 
 “We’ll take wins any way we can get them. I came here to win. It’s why I was brought here — to help change the culture. I want to 
contribute toward that winning attitude. Our guys are bought in, and they focused up and did their job. That needs to be a week-to-
week thing.” 
 
Eight receivers had receptions, is that how you want to spread the ball around? 
 “You look at the back half of last year, and that’s how we were the whole time. Spread the wealth isn’t the plan — it’s based how 
defenses play us. Our run game is obviously very good, so we have to take advantage of one-on-one matchups. It happened to play 
out like that. The defense has to pick their poison, and I trust all the guys we have in that room.” 
 
How do you feel about the Odell situation? 
 “I wish him well. My feelings haven’t changed. I wish him well. From a personal standpoint, he’s a good friend of mine. We still 
haven’t talked, but that doesn’t change things. I wish him the best in his career, but I’m worried about the guys in our locker room. I’m 
proud how they were able to focus up despite all (that was) going on this week. They were able to do their job. It’s why I appreciate this 



group of guys and the staff we have. We’re going to see if we can build on it.” 
 
Why do you seem to thrive with your back against the wall? 
 “It’s a pretty unique situation, not something I’ve had before. But it’s that type of sick, twisted mindset. I idolize guys like Kobe and 
Mike Tyson that when they have their back against their wall — the best comes out and they see what they’re made of. Mentally, you 
have to find out how to do that every week. It’s part of the process and being wired differently. It’s a team win, not about anyone but the 
whole group as a unit, and I’m very proud of that.” 
 
You were limping earlier, is everything OK? 
 “Yeah, I need orthotics. I’m like an old man. My heels hurt. I’m good though, it was merely a flesh wound on my left knee.” 
 
Were you bleeding? 
 “Merely a flesh wound, yeah.” 
 
What has Donovan Peoples-Jones done to be a guy you can rely on in Year 2? 
 “He’s all about ball. He doesn’t say anything — he just does his job. He shows up, and is the same guy every day. We appreciate 
that. He never complains. We bring him in the run game for his physicality. He’s been a special teams guy for us. He’s one of many 
that we have that are all about winning. Anything they can do to contribute. He had two catches today, but they were huge catches — 
the third down play to get us up in the red zone, and then the touchdown. He’s a great player and will continue to be that for us.” 
 
NICK CHUBB 
Running back 
Walk us through the long run ... 
 “You never know. That’s a great defense over there with a bunch of guys flying around. It was great blocking up front.” 
 
What does it say about this team to put all the week’s stuff behind you? 
 “It says a lot. It’s a resilient team. We have to keep working hard. We have a long season ahead of us.” 
 
What about the week Baker had, and how he was able to put it behind him? 
 “That’s Baker for you. He’s not going to shy away from anything or be held back. He loves it when people doubt him. It’s what he 
feeds off of. He showed that today. He looked unstoppable.” 
 
Is there disappointment with Odell that it didn’t work out? 
 “For sure. He’s a great player and teammate. He became a close friend of mine. You want it to work, but it didn’t happen that way.” 
 
What did you think of Donovan People-Jones’ contributions today? 
 “Given the opportunity, he always makes plays for us. Today was his day. He was wide open, catching everything and running 
fast. He’s a great player for us.” 
 
How does the defense fire up the offense? 
 “It sets the tone, for sure. We’re feeding off of them. It puts us in great field position. I think that played a huge role in us getting the 
win.” 
 
DENZEL WARD 
Cornerback 
Tell us about the pick-six … 
 “It was a great team defense. Guys got pressure on the quarterback, and I was able to step in front of the ball Joe Burrow put out. 
My teammates then did a great job blocking and getting me into the end zone. I knew as soon as I caught it I was gone. There was just 
one receiver out with me, I was covering Chase. I knew I had the rest of the field to myself. They ended up getting some angles, but my 
guys did a great job getting the blocks.” 
 
Did it take a while to recover from that? 
 “Oh man I was tired. I needed the oxygen tank after that. I was good after a while — I just needed some air.” 
 
Did you think the Odell situation would carry over to today? 
 “I think we’re a resilient football team. Our whole focus was coming in and getting a win. We wish the best for Odell — he’s a great 
teammate and player — (but) our whole focus was on coming in and beating Cincinnati.” 
 
What was the difference in the defense today vs. earlier in the year? 
 “It’s been an emphasis. We’ve been working in practice, finding ways to get interceptions and takeaways. Punching the ball out, 
whatever you have to do. Come game time, the coaches called a great one. They got guys with vision able to attack the ball. We were 
able to do that this game.” 
 
Did you see Joe Burrow after the game? Did you ever pick him off in practice? 
 “Yes. I wished him the best. He’s a great quarterback in this league. I told him to stay healthy. And, yes, I’m sure I did.” 
 


