
 
Head Coach Kevin Stefanski 

Pittsburgh Steelers vs. Cleveland Browns postgame interview 
10-31-21 

 
Head Coach Kevin Stefanski: 
Opening statement: 
“Injury front, (T) Jack (Conklin) dislocated his left elbow. We will get tested on that tomorrow morning. (S) John Johnson (III) 
has a neck sprain.  
 
“Obviously, very disappointed to lose that ball game. Credit to Pittsburgh. They did a nice job. They made more plays than we 
did. We were minus-one in the turnover margin. We did not score enough points. Really, it is just a frustrating day, a 
disappointing day and that is true. We are 4-4 and have a bunch of games left so we have to rally, get back in there tomorrow, 
make some corrections and then go find a way to get a win.” 
 
On if WR Jarvis Landry’s missed completions were drops or too difficult to catch: 
“I would have to look at it. We have high expectations and high standards for our guys. Anytime you do not come down with it, 
I know they are disappointed. I would have to look at them. Bottom line is we did not make enough plays and did not do enough 
things that you play an AFC North divisional opponent and we did not play complementary football well enough.” 
 
On the biggest issue for the Browns offense today when scoring only 10 points: 
“Frustrating. Again, credit to them. They did a nice job on defense. We were 0-for-2 on fourth down. Just did not stay on the 
field enough, possess the ball enough and score enough points.” 
 
On if the Browns offense was out of sync at times today: 
“It is always out of sync when you go three-and-out. That is just how it is. We have to get to the bottom of it.” 
 
On QB Baker Mayfield’s performance with the left, non-throwing shoulder injury: 
“I would have to obviously look at it to evaluate his play, but we made some plays. We just did not make enough of them.” 
 
On if WR Odell Beckham, Jr. could have made a better play on the pass late in the fourth quarter: 
“I honestly did not have a great angle on that.” 
 
On his evaluation of state of the Browns passing game with experienced players: 
“I am looking at it from the entire offense, and we scored 10 points. That is not good enough. I am sure there are areas in the 
pass game that have to improve. I know there are areas that we can help as coaches. We just have to do it. Talking about it is not 
going to get it done. We have to work at it.” 
 
On if he would like to see more targets for Beckham going forward this season: 
“I would like to see more points any which way we can do it. Obviously, he is a player that we are counting on. A couple of 
opportunities. They just took it away.” 
 
On if he knows what Conklin’s injury means long-term: 
“I do not. Not yet.” 
 
On why it has been hard to go vertical down the field early in games: 
“I would have to really study that to give you a good answer. Bottom line is in our pass game, we are often times looking for 
completions, and in those shot plays, you are looking to work top-down. You are looking to throw it down the field and work 
your way down. I do not know that there is a great answer specifically to this game, but just felt like we did not make enough 
plays.” 
 
On if the Browns defense did enough to win the game: 
“Did we hold them to 15? To hold an opponent to 15 points, you should win a lot of games.” 
 



 
On if Browns players did not get open when Mayfield was sacked early in the game: 
“I would have to look at it. Again, credit to them. They took away some plays from us. They made some plays, and we did not 
do a good enough job.” 
 
On how to prevent game-altering penalties going forward: 
“You have to play clean on all sides of the ball – offense, defense and special teams. I do not think we played clean enough. We 
had some costly ones. Those are little things, and all those little things add up to the big thing. We have to get better in that 
area.” 
 
On if the Browns thought about kicking a FG on the final offensive series: 
“No.” 
 
On if the team played with the intensity required to win: 
“Anytime you lose, you can look at all of those type of things. We had a good week of preparation. We got beat today. Credit to 
them. They did a nice job. We got beat.” 
 
On the decision to not go for it on fourth-and-one at midfield: 
“I think there are a bunch of different factors that go into it. Our defense was playing well throughout the day. There are going 
to be times we go for it and times we do not.” 
 
On the failed fourth-and-one attempt: 
“They beat us on that play. We got some penetration at the point of attack, and they made a play. When we go for it on those 
fourth-and-ones, whether we throw it or run it, you have to like your odds on offense. Unfortunately, we did not come through.” 
 
On how not having RB Kareem Hunt affected the Browns’ decisions on fourth-and-short: 
“I would not factor that into fourth-and-short. Obviously, (RB) Nick (Chubb) was healthy today and ready to go. Nick is a great 
player. Kareem is a great player. Of course, we miss him – I think that is obvious – but we have enough to go get a win. We 
have enough to score more than 10 points.”  
 

# # # 
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QB Baker Mayfield 

Pittsburgh Steelers vs. Cleveland Browns postgame interview 
10-31-21 

 
QB Baker Mayfield: 
On assessing where the team is at this point in the season: 
“4-4, a .500 team.”  
  
On WR Jarvis Landry taking responsibility for the drops in the game: 
“That is the kind of guy he is. It is on all of us. Everybody is going to point fingers at a few plays, but the fact is we just did not 
get into a rhythm today. We stubbed our toe a few times – penalties and just did not make the plays we needed to to win. It is 
pretty simple. Obviously, Jarvis is a veteran guy. He is one of our best leaders. It is unfortunate that it happened, but he is going 
to take ownership, he is going to get it corrected and we know how he is going to handle it. We all have to take ownership. This 
does not just fall on him at all by any means. There were a lot of throws that could have been made today, and there were plays 
we should have had. Plain and simple.” 
  
On why the Browns offense struggled today: 
“We just have to execute. Do the simple things right. Make the routine plays. There is something about that. We just need to 
make the routine plays, keep the chains moving and just push forward.” 
  
On if he felt more comfortable with the left, non-throwing shoulder as the game progressed: 
“I felt pretty comfortable from the beginning.” 
  
On if there were any hits that bothered his shoulder today: 
“I felt a couple, but no setbacks so that was one positive for me looking at this. Just have to get it corrected and continue to 
rehab and do all of that. On the field, we just need to do better.” 
  
On if he thought his scramble on third-and-four to get the first down would be the spark the Browns offense needed: 
“It was a first down. We reset the chains. Anytime that we can reset the chains and keep the ball in our hands, good things 
happen. We just did not convert.” 
  
On if the Steelers had any defensive wrinkles to disrupt the Browns offense: 
“They do what they do. They had a couple different wrinkles to eventually get to the same coverages and their base foundation 
schemes. They had a couple different wrinkles, but we just did not make the plays we needed to to win.” 
  
On the incomplete pass to WR Odell Beckham Jr. late in the game when roughing the passer was called and if he threw 
the ball he wanted: 
“I did not really see where it landed. I got hit pretty damn hard in the head so I had no idea where it landed.” 
  
On Beckham only having one target on the day: 
“Like I said, their base foundation scheme-wise, we have to find ways to format it and get the ball in his hands. We are not 
trying to force it to anybody. We have a talented skill group so I just have to continue to go through my reads and do that. We 
can do a better job of getting the ball in his hands, getting him going early and fixing that.” 
  
On the AFC North being so tight and competitive this year: 
“We need to be worried about us. We know our division is extremely talented. It is a very tough, physical division. We know 
that. Obviously, with the Bengals coming along, you can feel that. We have to take it one week at a time. We have to do our 
job. It is not about anybody else but us right now. That is just a fact. We have to handle it that way. We can’t be worried about 
the big picture. We have to take it one week at a time and just chip away at this.” 
 
 
 
 



 
On T Jack Conklin sustaining an elbow injury after just returning to the team from another injury: 
“It sucks. A pretty nasty injury. Never want to see that type of stuff. Jack is a tough dude. He was up walking around and asking 
how everybody was. He is still going to be a leader, be in that room and be a veteran for those guys – we know that. It is just 
very unfortunate when things like that happen.” 
 
On if there were additional opportunities to scramble or run and make plays: 
“I think I scrambled and did the things I could have and when I needed to. I obviously will look back at the film and see 
otherwise. We will see.” 
 
On the Steelers recording a couple of sacks early in the game and if the defense took away where he wanted to go with 
the ball: 
“There were a couple of times where their bye week they had some things schemed up and they had some recognition of 
formations and route concepts. They did a good job of passing things off. That is to be expected. Just trying to eliminate 
negative plays, though. They did a good job.” 
 
On saying you can’t play scared in the NFL and the Browns coaches saying they were not going to gameplan his play 
style out of him due to the shoulder injury and if there were circumstances where the shoulder was on his mind: 
“There were definitely certain positions where I was trying to land on the opposite side instead of the left, but it was not taking 
away from how I approached the game. There were definitely times where I went down quicker than trying to extend plays, but 
it is also a learning process and getting things corrected from Arizona, where I tried to extend the play too many times and 
turned the ball over. There is give and take with that, but I am going to approach it with an edge. That is how I have always 
done it.” 
 
On saying the Browns have to ‘worry about us’ and if he is worried about the state of the team: 
“No, I am sure all around within the sports media world, it is going to be ‘the world is falling down,’ but we are going to handle 
it within the building and make the corrections we need to execute. With the type of guys we have, I think we just need to 
simplify things and execute. We have a good enough team. It is just that we are kicking ourselves in the foot right now and 
stubbing our toes. Just need to execute. We need to get that confidence and get that rhythm and just build one week at a time. 
That is why I said we are going to chip away. There is no big-picture mindset. We have to chip away one week at a time, and 
we will do just that.”  
 

# # # 
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Cleveland Browns Players 

Pittsburgh Steelers at Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-31-21 

 
DE Myles Garrett: 
On if he thought holding the Steelers to 15 points would be enough: 
“We did not win so it was not enough. They held us to 10 so they did a better job than us.” 
 
On what the Steelers did to minimize the defensive pressure: 
“As of late, they have been getting the ball out quickly. In my first couple of years in the league playing against (Steelers QB) 
Ben (Roethlisberger), he would hold onto the ball. Nowadays, he is trying to get it out of his hand and get it to his playmakers. 
There were a couple of plays where they were longer developing or it felt like to me that there were a lot of reads to the tight 
end or halfback on my side to try and chip me or wide me out so it would take a longer time to get to the quarterback.”  
 
On the Browns being 4-4:  
“It is not fun. It was definitely a winnable game for us, but we did not do it. We did not execute like we needed to. We had a 
good game on defense, but not well enough. Nobody is happy with what we did on any of the phases, and so, we need to go 
back to the drawing board and keep on working. We have nine more games. At the end of the day, the crown of the AFC is still 
up in the air - at least in the AFC North.” 
 
On the reasons for the defense’s lack of takeaways: 
“We have to either catch it or take it away from somebody. Sometimes they come in bunches, and sometimes you do not get 
any. We had our hands on a couple today, but we just could not bring them down. We had one where (Steelers RB) Najee 
(Harris) was coming down on a tackle and was juggling the ball. That time we did not get the ball to completely come out, and 
he was able to get his hands back on it as he was falling down. It is not that we are not putting in the effort. It is just not coming 
our way.” 
 
On his respect for Steelers QB Ben Roethlisberger, who may have won his final game at FirstEnergy Stadium: 
“The man has been great for a long time, and he has been great here for a long time. It is tough, but we will see him again, and 
we will get the chance to return the favor when he is at his house. It hurts that we could not protect our house, but his home is 
not safe either.” 
 
On WR Jarvis Landry’s fumble today: 
“You need to keep your head up, just like you are always told. Whether it is defense or special teams, accidents happen and 
things happen during the game where they would not usually happen, but you have to be prepared. Nine times out of 10, he is 
going to complete that catch and get down so we can move the ball down the field. This time, it was just a good play on the ball, 
and they got the ball away from him. That was the name of the game today – takeaways – and they got one more than us.” 
 
On if he talked to Steelers LB Joe Schobert about the fumble after the game: 
“Not about that. We were just catching up a little. He is a really good player, and he always has been. I was showing him 
respect, and it was good to see him.” 
 
On if losing S John Johnson III was tough from a defensive play calling standpoint: 
“It is a combination. (S John) ‘JJ’ (Johnson) will call it; (LB Anthony) Walker will call it. It is tough to lose him because he is a 
hell of a player and he makes plays. Last game, he made a big play for us. We do not want to see him out, but we are not losing 
our primary play caller in that way. We just have someone who is calling plays so we will need someone to step up and fill his 
role.” 
 
On Steelers TE Pat Freiermuth’s touchdown catch: 
“It was a hell of play. I did not think it was a catch when I first saw it, but at another angle, I saw him get the second foot down. 
It is hard to beat that. Hell of a throw and hell of a catch. You just have to be able to get back out there and keep on going to try 
and win the game.” 
 



 
# # # 
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Cleveland Browns Players 

Pittsburgh Steelers at Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-31-21 

 
WR Jarvis Landry: 
On his fumble: 
“It is something he (Steelers LB Joe Schobert) is known for doing. I really was not trying to fight for extra yards. I was trying to 
get down. He made a great play.” 
 
On if the Browns offense felt out of sync at times lately: 
“No, I would not say that. I think we had opportunities to make plays and extend drives, myself included. Those two times were 
two reasons why we didn’t score.”  
 
On how to get the team back on track:  
“We need to look at this one and then move on. We have nine more games like (Head) Coach (Kevin Stefanski) said in the 
locker room after the game, and that is what is important.” 
 
On if he has high confidence in the season going forward: 
“Yes, I definitely do. We have some things that we need to fix. Honestly, in thinking back to the game, I think of two or three 
plays in this game, including myself, where we had the opportunity to make plays and we did not. I owe it to my teammates and 
to all of the guys who fought to get back to play – (QB) Baker (Mayfield), (WR) Odell (Beckham Jr.), (T) Jack (Conklin) - that 
is part of holding up my end of the bargain and making those plays to make sure we can win this game.” 
 
On the offensive difficulties today: 
“I think we had opportunities. As the game went on, I think it just came down to a couple of plays, and that is really it.” 
 
On if it is hard to believe the lack of points by the offense today: 
“It is the NFL. At the same time, we had opportunities. Again, I go back to the two drives where there was a possibility we 
could get points on both drives, and then we would have more than 10 points on the board.” 
 
On how Mayfield looked returning from injury: 
“I think he looked great. I think he stood in there. He got a roughing the passer call at the end, and that shows him just standing 
in there and trying to make plays. The play on third-and-1 on the sideline was incredible, and he bounced up to show the energy 
and passion he has. Looking back at it, it sucks I did not make those plays because his effort was something that should be 
commended.” 
 
On how to move past this game: 
“We have to be real critical about it. Then we have to figure out a way to get past it. I think once Monday hits, we will get back 
into the building and put this one behind us. We have an off day on Tuesday, try to get guys healthy and see where we are at to 
attack the week.” 
 
 

# # # 
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Cleveland Browns Players 

Pittsburgh Steelers at Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-31-21 

 
LB Anthony Walker Jr.: 
On how he felt physically after the game: 
“I am good. I will be good.”  
 
On losing S John Johnson III during the game: 
“A huge, important part of our defense. I thought the other guys stepped up. S Grant Delpit played little more snaps than he 
normally does. (S) Ronnie (Harrison Jr.) took over back there. Obviously, losing one of your leaders hurts, but the other guys 
stepped up and played well.”  
 
On how losing Johnson changed the operation of the defense: 
“None. I do not think that we missed a beat. The other guys stepped up. It definitely hurts not having him out there. We were 
able to still get the calls in.”  
 
On his assessment of the defense: 
“Not good enough. We have to find a way to get off the field a lot more times than that. Some bad plays by me. I own that. It 
sucks, but I will be better. Great offense. (Steelers QB) ‘Big Ben’ (Roethlisberger) is a great quarterback. He is going to make 
plays, but we cannot give him anything.”  
 
On how he feels about being 4-4: 
“Not good enough. Top to bottom. I own that. It starts with me. I feel like on that defensive side. We are not good enough 
defensively right now. We have to be a lot better to be a championship team. The defense has to be a lot better, and it starts with 
my play.” 
 
On why he thinks there were more missed tackles: 
“We have to get the ball carrier down. Myself, I had a couple where I just shot too high. It takes all 11 each time. We are big on 
that. It is the NFL; they are going to make plays. (Steelers RB) Najee Harris is a great back. They have great receivers that can 
make people miss. We do not care about missing tackles as much as letting the ball get out. If you missed and someone else is 
there to tackle and it is just a one-yard gain, we are okay with that.” 
 
On what was disappointing about the game: 
“Losing. Losing is the only thing that I am disappointed at. If we would have won that game 10-9, I would be ecstatic in here 
right now. If we would have won that game 100-99, I would have been ecstatic right now. I just want to win, and I am pretty sure 
everybody in that locker room feels the same way. We own that as a team that we lost that game.” 
 

# # # 
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Steelers Head Coach Mike Tomlin 

Pittsburgh Steelers vs. Cleveland Browns Postgame Interview 
10-31-2021 

 
Steelers Head Coach Mike Tomlin: 
Opening statement: 
“Whew man – AFC North Football. I’m just really appreciative of the efforts of the guys in that locker room there. Everybody 
just played a selfless game. They put the collective in front of personal agendas. We fought. That’s the only way you get out of 
those environments, particularly with some of the adversity we faced today – some of which was created by us. Some of which 
was created by me. The fake field goal was a bad call because we poorly executed it, so I take responsibility for that. I 
appreciate the guys backing my play and fighting for 60 minutes and delivering a victory and making it a side note. Awesome 
win. Hopefully we grow from this. Every time you step into stadiums you do. It’s good to grow when you’re doing so with a 
victory. (K Chris) Bos (Boswell) is injured obviously and in concussion protocol. (RB Kalen) Ballage I think has some ribs. 
Other than that, just natural bumps and bruises associated with play. I can’t say enough about the efforts of the guys today. The 
run game component of the game was going to be big. We had to stop their run. We had to run it. Largely, I think we answered 
the call in that regard and I think that is, more than any other reason, why we were victorious.” 
 
On the secret to containing the run game: 
“There is no secret sauce. You have to come off blocks. You have to hit, wrap, and make tackles. You have to get multiple 
people to the football. We did that today.” 
 
On whether they forced Cleveland to pass more than they wanted to: 
“I don’t know what their intentions were. I know what our intentions were. We were trying to minimize (Browns RB) Nick 
Chubb.” 
 
On whether there was any chance to place kick in the second half: 
“We’ll never know, will we?” 
 
On what led to the decision to attempt the fake field goal: 
“We were just playing to win. We were playing aggressively. The ball was on the left hash. We had a look that we liked. We 
just didn’t execute it very well. The ball wasn’t snapped in a timely manner and it allowed them to take a picture of it. When 
that happens, you’re not going to be successful. Again, I take responsibility for it. I shouldn’t have called it unless we were 
ready to run it with detailed execution and it’s obvious that we weren’t. That’s on me.” 
 
On what his awareness was of what P Pressley Harvin III could do with the kicking game, including kickoffs: 
“I was aware of it. I hope that you never have to use it, but I was aware of it.” 
 
On both touchdowns being scored by rookies (RB Najee Harris and TE Pat Freiermuth) and what that says about their 
maturation: 
“We’ve all talked quite a bit about their maturation throughout this process. We’ve got four rookies playing significant roles on 
our offense. It wasn’t smooth sledding early on, We have seen consistent signs of improvement. Maybe you guys will start to 
believe us.” 
 
On Steelers LB Devin Bush and LB Joe Schobert: 
“Not only those guys, but just a collective. That’s an awesome run team and they’ll really challenge you. Largely, I thought we 
stood up. The only time we didn’t was schematics when we were trying to catch play-pass and I was putting the defense in less 
than ideal circumstances. When I put them in a run stop structure, they stop the run all day. They deserve credit for that.” 
 
On QB Ben Roethlisberger’s performance and whether not having a kicker changed what he was doing: 
“Any of you guys that know Ben know that doesn’t change his mentality. He plays like we have no kicker anyway. He’s an 
Ohio boy, so he is trying to win when he comes home.” 
 
 



 
On the team’s resiliency: 
“It is days like today that give you an indication of what you could be. We’ll continue to write that story positively or 
negatively, but today was a good day.” 
 
On how the coaches’ mentality changes when Boswell got injured: 
“I don’t know that it did. You guys that watch us intimately know how we practice. We practice in an aggressive nature with a 
bunch of situational ball. I don’t think anybody had any level of concern about where we were. I think we had nine 2-point 
plays on our ready list today because we just have that level of respect for that element of situational ball. We were not less than 
prepared.” 
 
On whether this was the most balanced the offense has been this season: 
“I’m not trying to compare. It was enough today to win and it was needed today. Hopefully it’s not as we move forward. 
Hopefully our greater days lie ahead in terms of the things that we do, whether it’s offensively or as a whole collective.” 
 
On whether the quarterback draw on the 2-point conversion was the initial plan considering Roethlisberger’s mobility: 
“We are playing to win. The calculated risk taken associated with the pursuit of victory, we do not run away from – we run to. 
[Roethlisberger] is the ultimate competitor. I think we all kind of mirror him in that regard.” 
 
On Schobert’s forced turnover late in the fourth quarter: 
“Great play by Schobert, just steeped in fundamentals. He did a great job ball searching – linebacker versus wide receiver. We 
fought and fought and came out of there with it. Obviously a big-time play.” 
 
On allowing just one long run and if that was the key to winning today: 
“It was and the one that we gave up was on me. It was schematics. We were trying to catch a play-pass. Sometimes you take the 
calculated risk trying to catch a play-pass and you realize that it might give them an explosion run. That wasn’t on the guys. I 
just thought the guys did an awesome job in combating their run game.” 
 
On whether Freiermuth was the number one option on the touchdown: 
“We were reading that side of the field. It was him and (WR Chase) Claypool. We like both guys in the matchup. They were the 
big personnel group and playing man-to-man. We liked both guys on their individual matchups. Obviously he made a big time 
football play.” 
 

# # # 
 

***Visit the Browns Media Center for materials provided by the Browns communications department, including media 
schedules, press releases, quotes, photos, media guides, rosters, depth charts and more.*** 

https://browns.1rmg.com/
https://browns.1rmg.com/


 
Steelers QB Ben Roethlisberger  

Pittsburgh Steelers vs. Cleveland Browns postgame interview 
10-31-21 

 
Steelers QB Ben Roethlisberger: 
On what today’s win says about the Steelers after facing adversity in the previous weeks: 
“We have a lot of heart. I told that to the guys before the game. I said you can make up for talent and you can make up for 
things with heart. I thought they showed a lot of heart today.” 
 
On being excited coming off of the field after the last play: 
“No, I control my emotions. I just told those guys, I told (Steelers RB) Najee (Harris) and I told the offensive line don’t ever 
take a win against these guys in this stadium for granted ever. It is always hard fought and special. I have played a lot of games 
here, and I don’t take any of them for granted.” 
 
On the play call for the first two-point conversion: 
“It was the fourth or fifth option on that. They had a bunch of guys over to the left so that option was out. (Steelers WR) Chase 
(Claypool) was the next option, and I was still going to force it to him, and I don’t know – I’m just crazy I guess. I wish it 
would have counted – that would have been a great story.” 
 
On taking up so much time during final play of the game: 
“That is just what it was. We were going to do that other play before the penalty. It was just waste as much time as you can. The 
clock doesn’t stop until the ball hits the ground. It was probably a little bit too close to inbounds. I thought I threw it plenty far, 
but maybe I should have given the Dawg Pound a souvenir.”  
 
On how things change when working with an emergency unit to kick FGs: 
“I tell guys all the time, everyone wants to be a quarterback until you have to throw the ball and someone is about to hit you. 
I’m glad (Steelers K Chris) Boswell is OK, but that is a situation that no one wants to be in. You are sitting there watching the 
game transpire, and you are like, ‘OK, if they score, we are down by two  and we don’t have a field goal [kicker]. What are we 
going to do?’ You just got to go into the mindset that you are going to go for it on fourth down and you got to be ready to go for 
a two-point play.” 
 
On being 12-2-1 at the Browns and what that means: 
“Nice. I don’t take it for granted. I woke up this morning, it was a cloudy gray day and then the sun came out. I don’t know the 
last time the sun was shining during a game here, but it sure did feel good to get the win.” 
 
On Steelers T Dan Moore Jr. playing against Browns DE Myles Garrett:  
“I have been joking with Dan all week, and I just told him now he can finally sleep. Myles is a special talent, and I told him 
after the game that he can take the tombstone from his yard, but I will take the win. He is special. I thought Dan did a great job. 
I think Myles had one sack, maybe two, I don’t even know. It is tough to ask a rookie to go against that guy, and what he did 
today was pretty special. I can’t say enough about the line – run game and pass pro, they are the heart of this group.” 
 
On rookies like Harris and Steelers TE Pat Freiermuth coming through big time for the team: 
“They are, and KG (Steelers C Kendrick Green). At the end of the game, they know we are going to run the ball. We are under 
center, they are teeing off on him and every snap was perfect. You can’t say enough about the way guys step up and make 
plays. Pat’s touchdown was spectacular. I really didn’t get to see it. I can’t wait to watch it. From what I saw of it – the quick 
view of it – I think it is going to be pretty special.” 
 
On thanking Steelers Vice President & General Manager Kevin Colbert for adding rookies and their performance 
today: 
“No, but I have thanked (Steelers offensive coordinator Matt) Canada – I think he had more to do with it.” 
 
On trusting Freiermuth with the coverage on the touchdown:  



 
“Yeah, we talked about that on the sideline literally before that play. It was kind of a built play right there. Talking to Coach 
Canada and Sully (Steelers quarterbacks Coach Mike Sullivan) and (QB Joshua) Dobbs, we were actually trying to get Chase 
the ball just because of a look we thought we were going to get. Kind of last minute, Pat was like, ‘What do you want me to 
do?’ I said to run what he ran. The guy covered Chase pretty well, and the guy had his back to Pat. We always say, if a 
defender’s back is to the quarterback, then we have to win. I just tried to give him a chance, and Pat proves again that he can be 
reliable. It was a pretty good play. I’m going to be careful not to give him too many compliments (laughter).” 
 
On if this game had the most effective mix of run and pass this season: 
“It felt good. I felt like we still left a lot out there. There were still some plays that were, ‘Ah shoot. That could have maybe kept 
a drive going or could have done some different things.’ We ran it when we had to run it at the end. They are a really good 
defense, and we did what we had to do.” 
 
On the play to Steelers WR Diontae Johnson at the end: 
“That is a two-point conversion play. That we talked about again on the sideline like, ‘Hey listen. If we get in this situation, let’s 
try something.’ We put (Steelers WR) Ray-Ray (McCloud) in there, and it was just, ‘Boy, I hope this thing works.’ I watched 
the coverage, and as soon as it came out of my hand, I knew he had it. I told him he could have scored – that would have been 
kind of fun – but it is an unbelievable feeling at the end of a game when your guys are running with the ball and you know it is 
probably over.” 
 
On if he knew whether the team could attempt an extra point or FG at all: 
“At halftime, we had talked about it. We started talking, ‘Am I going to start doing some pooch punting or am I going to hold?’ 
because I am the emergency holder. Then we found out that (P) Pressley (Harvin III) does not kick, and we are like. ‘Let’s let 
him try, but I hold with my right hand so that probably would not be good if he hit my hand.’ There was a lot of discussion at 
halftime. (Steelers Head Coach) Mike (Tomlin) said he is not kicking so let’s just get ready to go.” 
 
On Harris’ touchdown leap and other key third down plays: 
“Yeah, I hate when Najee jumps. I tell him all of the time, ‘Stop jumping,’ but that was a pretty good play. If he can score on it, 
we will take it. He just keeps growing. His pass pro, catching out of the backfield, running the ball and at the end of the game 
protecting the ball kind of being smart, he is just going to keep getting better. He is a special talent.” 
 
On if he is looking at the AFC North standings today, given the Bengals lost: 
“No, I have no idea who won and lost. We can’t worry or control what is going on out there. We dug ourselves enough of a hole 
that we have to find a way to get out of it. We can’t worry about anything but us and what we can control, and that is trying to 
win football games. We came on the road against a really good football team, and we won the game. One step at a time is what 
we have to do.”  
 
On Garrett wanting to give him a good sendoff and what sendoff did he actually give him if this was the last time playing 
in Cleveland: 
“Just that we won the game. Like I said, that is all the matters. I don’t care about anything else. He is a heck of a football player. 
He got a sack – good for him – but we got the win.” 
 
On what today’s win shows about the Steelers’ resiliency:  
“I’m not going to say we have the clear answer that we figured it out, but we came on the road and won a football game against 
a good team. I think hopefully that instills confidence in guys – young guys and older guys – letting us know that we can do this 
thing. It is not over, and there is still a lot of road ahead of us.”  
 

# # # 
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Steelers LB T.J. Watt: 
On the significance of containing the run game: 
“It was huge. We knew the run was going to be the biggest issue and the biggest problem to solve all week. I think the coaching 
staff did a great job of getting us in great spots. As players, we did a really great job of mentally preparing for the run and not 
always being aggressive.  Not biting on play fakes where it could potentially get into the gaps and two gaps and all that stuff. 
For the most part, we played assignment and sound football. That is attributed to the whole defense and defensive staff.” 
 
On how important it was for him and Steelers LB Joe Schobert to get a takeaway: 
“We’re always looking for a splash any way that we can. Whenever we can do that for our offense and get the ball back in their 
hands is huge. I’ve seen Joe has been doing that for years, especially when he was playing for Cleveland. I’m glad to have him 
on our side. Like I said, that’s his play. Falling on the football isn’t really a big play.” 
 
On whether today shows what this team could be: 
“It’s all mental. It is just showing that when our backs are against the wall, we know that the wins aren’t always going to be 
pretty. A win is a win, especially in the NFC North. We just have to keep stacking these chips. Anytime we can get a win on the 
road, we know we’re going to have a few road games, but going home next week is huge. We just have to keep stacking.” 
 
On how the defense’s mentality shifted when Steelers K Chris Boswell got injured: 
“It just put us in a point. They never really got in a situation where we knew that they were going to be throwing the ball strictly 
until they got the ball back there. We knew they got the ball back with four minutes left, so we knew they were still able to run 
the ball. They got the ball back on their own 45-yard line or whatever it was. We knew that the whole thing was still open, so 
we never got to the point where we could fully pin our ears back. We truly had to play assignment football all day, but glad we 
got some selection.” 
 
On whether they couldn’t pin their ears back because they knew the Browns would get rid of the ball quickly because of 
Browns QB Baker Mayfield’s shoulder injury: 
“It was a little bit of everything. We were just so set on stopping the run that we had to play a little more conservative when it 
came to rushing the passer. Then when it was passing, for the most part, it was a lot of max protection, play-pass, quick play-
pass, stuff like that – three-step drops. They really weren’t exposing him a ton and when he was exposed, I feel like we did a 
pretty good job of getting after him.” 
 
On now allowing wide-zone runs and if that was part of the plan along with stopping the run: 
“Like I said, I think it was scheme and I think it was execution. We just had a really good plan coming into this game. Guys 
were able to execute and play really selflessly today.” 
 

# # # 
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Steelers RB Najee Harris: 
On if he has ever gone airborne from four yards out before: 
“Yes. Back in high school and college. Not in the NFL.” 
 
On what happened on the touchdown run: 
“It was a power play. (TE) Pat (Freiermuth) came around and gave a good block, helped me get inside and be one-on-one with 
the safety. From there, it was just me finishing out the run.” 
 
On if the offense’s mentality changes not having a kicker: 
“We were just thinking about converting on third downs and just keep playing our ball. Making sure we had short third downs, 
short second downs, so we would be behind the sticks and have them play a different coverage. Obviously, losing Bos (K Chris 
Boswell) was bad, but we just worried about finishing out the game.” 
 
On if got the sense of the rivalry playing in his first game against the Browns: 
“I know there is a rivalry, but I am just focused on winning the game. I really do not care about the rivalry. Just trying to win. 
That is what I am here for. To help us win games. We won the game, so that is all that matters.” 
 
On if this was the most balanced the Steelers offense has been: 
“Yes, you can say that. We are just trying to keep stacking bricks. Obviously, we are going to run the ball, pass, and RPOs. We 
are just trying to find our identity and what we do. Just keep pushing forward and stacking bricks.” 
 
Steelers DT Cameron Heyward 
On the team’s overall effort, especially when K Chris Boswell was injured: 
“What a wild end of the first half. We did not make it easy on ourselves. When Bos goes down and I see (P) Pressley (Harvin 
III) start kicking kickoffs, I was like ‘Oh, Hell’ [laughter]. Our offense came to work. (TE Pat) Freiermuth got a win in Ohio, 
does not happen often [laughter]. It was a good game.” 
 
On the defense’s performances the last two games creating turnovers: 
“The turnovers were the difference in the game. I thought whoever got the first turnover was going to win the game. (LB) T.J. 
(Watt) knocking it loose, (LB) Joe Schobert picking it up – you could not ask for a better feeling.” 
 
On the young players’ development: 
“I told my young guys on the defensive line, everybody likes to talk about what happened last year. What better way to 
introduce yourself to the rivalry than right now. I just thought they answered the call. Was it perfect? No, but I just loved the 
way they continued to battle. Going into the half, 3-3, that says a lot. To win a game, 15-10. You do not get a lot of scoring like 
that.” 
 
On if the recent performances show what the Steelers can be: 
“We can go on the road and play good football. I know it has not been perfect, but we have to give ourselves a chance. There is 
a lot of football in front of us.   
 
On former Browns LB Joe Schobert’s performance: 
“I know he was happy to get the win, but Joe has been learning on the fly. I am just glad we got the W for him.” 
 
 

# # # 
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Steelers TE Pat Freiermuth: 
On his touchdown in the fourth quarter and if he was the target: 
“Yeah, he told me before the play what to run. It was kind of weird with the leverage the defender was playing, but knew I had 
to get outside, looked back at the pylon, saw the ball in there and made a play.” 
 
On getting both of his feet in bounds on the TD catch: 
“Yeah, that was my issue in camp and one preseason game was not getting my foot in. I am used to college with the one foot in, 
and I have been working on that after practice so I am happy that paid off for me.” 
 
On getting involved in the pass game early: 
“It was kind of just where I was on the field and what they were doing on defense. I think (Steelers QB) Ben (Roethlisberger) 
looks for mismatches and he is great at that so he was looking at my matchup and saw a couple mismatches on there.” 
 
On how important it was to find the middle of the field: 
“It was huge. Obviously, I had a couple of catches in the middle of the field, and (Steelers TE) Zach (Gentry) had a big third-
down conversion over the middle of the field. When you find the middle of the field and utilize it in our offense, that moves. I 
am really happy with the play Zach made there.” 
 
On playing the second half without a kicker: 
“It was weird because when we scored – when (Steelers RB) Najee (Harris) scored – I was like, ‘Why are we going for two? It 
is 10-9.’ Then we backed up. We got the penalty. We backed up and I was still like, “why are we still going for two (laughter)?’ 
I came off of the sideline, and they said we do not have a kicker and that made sense. Yeah, I was confused.”      
 

# # # 
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