
 

 

John Dorsey on the passing of Pro Football Hall of Famer and Former Cleveland Browns Head Coach 
Forrest Gregg 

“Personally, it’s a sad day for me. I will never forget in 1984, getting a phone call and turning to my father and 
saying, ‘you’ll never believe who just called me. It was Forrest Gregg, head coach of the Green Bay Packers. 
He just drafted me as the 99th overall pick.' My father knew a lot more about him than I did at the time. I knew 
he had been one of the greats as a player and was a Hall of Famer. We were both happy that I was going to play 
for him and I’m proud of the fact that I was in his first draft class.  

"He was tough, disciplined and very demanding. He wanted the game to be played a certain way and I always 
appreciated that about him. He was an honorable man, very principled. As a young player in this league, he was 
someone you wanted to follow. You could always feel his presence and he always wanted to make sure you 
knew he wanted the game played to his standard.  

"I have a deep respect for him and I have a heavy heart today because he was the guy that brought me into the 
National Football League. Forrest’s mark in the NFL goes well beyond my time with him. This is a man that 
dedicated his life to the game of football. His success as a player, then his time coaching -- including in 
Cleveland with the Browns -- has left a long lasting impression on many. On behalf of the entire Cleveland 
Browns family we offer our deepest condolences to all his family and his many friends. Our thoughts are 
especially with his wife Barbara in this most difficult time.”  

 


