
 

 
David Gilbert and Peter John-Baptiste 

5-22-19 
 
Cleveland 2021 NFL Draft conference call: 
 
Greater Cleveland Sports Commission President and CEO David Gilbert and Browns Senior Vice 
President of Communications Peter John-Baptiste: 
On if specific venues have been identified for the 2021 NFL Draft: 
Gilbert: “Peter feel free to jump in. A lot of it will take time, probably over the next year to finalize all of 
the venues. It will certainly utilize a number of different downtown venues. It will feature a lot with 
the Lakefront, the malls. A final site won’t be determined for a while. The event continues to change and 
will evolve. It will be centered all around downtown.” 
 
On how much Cleveland being close to multiple NFL cities factor into its selection: 
John-Baptiste: “Cleveland geographically played a big part in that. When you look at the numbers, we are 
really within an eight-hour drive from 13 NFL markets. Getting people in from obviously different teams 
– this is a Cleveland event and you really want fans from all over the NFL to come – an eight-hour driving 
distance for 13 markets is a really good thing.” 
 
On the difference between this bid being accepted compared to past bids, outside of it not being a 
Cleveland/Canton bid:  
Gilbert: “I think there were a lot of small differences. We had a lot of different meetings with the NFL. It 
is really a very detailed process back and forth, a lot to get the NFL comfortable that our community can 
do all that they would like. Certainly, a big difference is one location instead of two. I think that there is no 
doubt that the (Pro Football) Hall of Fame will absolutely play a role, but physically, the event is difficult 
to do in two different places.”  
 
John-Baptiste: “One thing I will add is Browns staff and Sports Commission staff did visits at the draft 
over the last couple of years. We really saw a great central location for all the activities. Looking at that 
and getting some input from the NFL on what they thought would be best for our bid, we definitely took 
that into consideration and that helped with our bid process.” 
 
On if the Cleveland 2021 NFL Draft is an indoor or outdoor event: 
Gilbert: “It largely is an outdoor event just by its nature. People talk about the weather. When they were 
in Chicago, Philadelphia… Any of you who saw, we were there [in 2019], and it was pouring rain when 
the first pick was announced in Nashville. Thankfully, football fans are a hearty crowd. I think as plans are 
solidified by the NFL of all of the facilities, there are certain parts of what we looked at that will be indoors. 
It is hard because we have some great indoor facilities that can be in and around where the footprint will 
be, but it will largely be an outdoor event.” 
 
On if Cleveland has a list of locations that are being considered for the 2021 NFL Draft, including 
the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, the Malls and other locations: 
Gilbert: “I would say all those you mentioned and more. Quite frankly with the size of the draft, it is 
interesting, you look at how much it has grown in the time just in the past five years. It has become not just 
a theater and television event but a major festival. Our ability to offer really unique, beautiful, large open 
spaces was very helpful to our bid because it does offer a lot of different opportunities for the NFL to make 
final decisions on where the entire footprint will be. All those you mentioned will likely be part of it.” 
 
On how the Republic National Convention factored into Cleveland being named host for the NFL 
Draft, NBA All-Star Game and MLB All-Star game: 



 

Gilbert: “It really does play a difference. We feel like particularly with the draft, something that is that big 
takes an enormous effort of not just the NFL – they have incredibly talented event people – but of a 
community because it is so large and so vast. The fact that they could meet with people who were the ones 
across the board who ran the RNC locally and managed it from different non-profit organizations, the City 
of Cleveland and others really believe that it gave the NFL a lot of confidence that we can do this for them. 
I really believe, particularly for this event, that played a difference. We are building such an incredible 
résumé. Think about over the next five and a half years, Cleveland is hosting the MLB All-Star Game, now 
the NFL Draft in 2021, the NBA All-Star game in 2022 and NCAA Women’s Final Four in 2024. It really 
is probably the most important list of sporting events to be able to host, considering the fact that we don’t 
have a domed stadium that could hold a Super Bowl or a NCAA Men’s Final Four. With all these things 
on our résumé, we are confident there is nothing that we cannot host and we believe do it really well.” 
 
On the anticipated economic impact for Cleveland during the 2021 NFL Draft, particularly given the 
recently reported number for the 2019 NFL Draft in Nashville: 
Gilbert: “It is always tough to put out a number before an event happens because you don’t know. What 
we go by for any event is the history of what it has done in other cities. That is actually the first I have heard 
for Nashville, but knowing the number of people there doesn’t surprise me. The studies show that in Dallas 
it was about $125 million. It is certainly clear that based on historical figures, it would be safe to say it 
certainly would be $100 million. Not knowing exactly what it will be in Cleveland, it doesn’t make sense 
for us to make some bold prediction. What we know is we have to work with the NFL to absolutely knock 
it out of the park and make sure that we do everything we can and as Peter said, to market like crazy to all 
those other NFL markets in the region and make sure that when those people are here that we do everything 
we can to ensure that they have a fantastic experience.” 
 
On if Cleveland has enough hotel space: 
Gilbert: “We are in great shape with the hotels. Here is one of the things that’s a little different – with the 
RNC, almost everyone who was there was an official delegate. You had to find 26,000 hotel rooms and that 
took up every hotel room in the county and then some. For the RNC, you didn’t have many political tourists 
in part because of security and other things with the convention doesn’t really allow for that. The draft is a 
little different. I believe our bid had 18 different hotels so we reserved a lot of hotels, but the bulk of the 
people coming in are fans. They are NFL tourists. The good news is they will stay, they will use their own 
resources to stay close, far out and using hotels, using AirBnb and so on. We had no problem meeting the 
spec of what we had to secure or to be considered for the draft.” 
 
On expressing Cleveland in a unique way during the draft: 
Gilbert: “I think that one of the things the NFL has said during the draft is, ‘Every draft will look different. 
Don’t come to Philadelphia or Dallas or Nashville or Vegas next year thinking you need to do what those 
cities did.’ We feel very confident that we don’t need to use any gimmicks. Clearly, the Rock & Roll Hall 
of Fame is a unique, one-of-a-kind world destination. I think that rock and roll and music will ultimately 
play a part because we have the world’s only Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and museum. That is widely known 
throughout the country, but I think people who are in Cleveland and will be in and around Cleveland will 
love what the NFL sets up in terms of the draft and the NFL Draft Experience, and they will love everything 
that Cleveland has to do. We are certainly going to try and do a lot of great little things to enhance the 
experience, but we don’t feel that we have to create something, trying to pretend that Cleveland is something 
else. We have a great city, and it going to show incredibly well for the people who are here.” 
 
John-Baptiste: “We have a great city. We have great people in our city. We have an extremely passionate 
fan base and a unique fan base. All of those three things will come through pretty clearly on the broadcast 
when people see a draft from Cleveland.” 
 
On if hosting immediately after Las Vegas is going to be tough to follow: 



 

Gilbert: “I would say the answer is no. We are going to do it our way. We know we are going to be 
incredibly well prepared and that it is going to be a great experience. Vegas will look very different than 
Nashville looked, and Nashville looked very different than Dallas looked. My guess is if you ask the NFL, 
and I can’t speak for them, they don’t know how Vegas will turn out. They didn’t know how Nashville or 
Dallas [would turn out] because the cities are so different in terms of the complexities of the city, the 
footprint of the draft within those cities. We root for every city who is hosting it, and it will be incredibly 
successful in their way. I’m sure Kansas City will be rooting for Cleveland to do incredibly well, also.” 
 
John-Baptiste: “When the league made the decision to start rotating the draft, this is exactly what they 
wanted. They wanted each draft to take on a unique personality of the city that it is in. I think it has worked 
really well over the last couple of years.” 
 
On if the Cleveland draft will be spread out or centrally located in downtown like Nashville: 
Gilbert: “What you saw on TV was Lower Broadway, where they had the stage and you have enormous 
amounts of people. I would imagine on TV – it looked like it when we saw it live – like a Times Square on 
New Year’s Eve. I think what people really didn’t see was the full NFL Draft Experience was about a 15-
minute walk away over a pedestrian bridge to the parking lot in and around their NFL stadium. I think that 
it actually was more spread out as a full experience than what we saw on TV. I think that will be the same 
in Cleveland.” 
 
John-Baptiste: “The other thing that you probably didn’t see on TV or you may have not taken great notice 
of is it is really important that when the NFL Draft comes to a city to make a lasting impact in the 
community. That portion of what we do and how we get involved in the community and what we activate 
around youth football may not be centrally located, but that is the impact that the league wants the city to 
make as well when you are hosting the draft.” 
 
On if Pro Football Hall of Fame construction projects were a factor in 2021 not being a 
Cleveland/Canton bid: 
Gilbert: “I would say we really can’t speak to that because all we know is we weren’t awarded the draft 
for 2019 or 2020. The NFL didn’t give a very detailed explanation. It is really hard to speak to that, but I 
think what we can speak to is that having the Pro Football Hall of Fame an hour down the road will also 
help make a phenomenal experience for the people who are here. If you have 100,000-200,000 or whatever 
that number is of out of town football fanatics that are coming to Cleveland for the draft, we will make it 
as much as we can every bit of an experience for them also to spend that extra day to go.” 
 
On if Cleveland can expect an economic impact like larger markets such as Philadelphia or Las 
Vegas: 
Gilbert: “Absolutely, and I will tell you two reasons. One, we have a longer lead time than other cities 
have had. The NFL has now really spread that out, and we have an enormous marketing plan with the 
Browns and Sports Commission, Destination Cleveland of heavily marketing in those NFL cities. I think 
that is going to help us. The fact is that when we were down in Nashville, we were talking to a lot of people. 
It was interesting how many people we have talked to from all over the country who flew to Nashville or 
drove to Nashville to be at the draft. It did not matter to them that it was Nashville. It mattered that it was 
the draft. It just shows the popularity of the NFL and the power of the NFL. The fact that that power is 
going to be in Cleveland, I think it will be what it takes. The other thing I just wanted to spread is what 
Peter has talked about is the incredible rabid fan base of the Browns. The locals coming to the draft doesn’t 
add to the economic impact because it is locals spending money locally, but it will absolutely make the 
experience that much better. You just look at the excitement around the Browns over the last year of 
elevating the team to a .500 level. We know what an incredibly rabid fan base we have in this town, and 
they will also help make this an amazing experience for everybody who is here. We are extremely confident 
in every way, shape and form, including the impact. It is going to be a phenomenal event for Cleveland.” 
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