
 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. Philadelphia Eagles 8-23-18 
Philadelphia Eagles Head Coach Doug Pederson  

 
Head Coach Doug Pederson: 
Opening statement: 
“Shoot. Go ahead. Let’s go.” 
 
On halftime reports of frustration over QB Nick Foles’ performance: 
“Not Nick – offensively. We had six possessions. We had two interceptions, two fumbles. We had a sack safety, 
and we had a turnover on downs. That’s an offensive performance, so I was displeased with what our first 
offense executed.” 
 
On not being able to convert on offensive yards: 
“Yeah, that’s the thing. We were able to move the ball. We got into some rhythm and did some really nice 
things. We just didn’t capitalize and finish the drive. That’s the part we have to look at, and I’ve got to 
obviously do my part to put us in situations from a play-caller standpoint, so that leans solely on me. Then, 
obviously, the players have to execute what we call.” 
 
On balancing disappointment with QB Nick Foles and the offense with understanding this is just 
preseason: 
“First of all, I’m disappointed in the offense. I don’t want to single out one player, so don’t put this all on Nick 
(Foles). I’m disappointed in the offense. It’s obviously not what you want in the third preseason week. Listen, 
it’s one of those things where we’re still keeping things very vanilla and we still want to evaluate and make sure 
we have the right guys in the right spots. Now, we’ve obviously got one more preseason game, and then we turn 
our attention to Atlanta in week one.” 
 
On defensive performance and shutting down the Browns on the 1-yard line: 
“It’s tremendous. I thought the defense played outstanding. They were flying around. They were making plays. 
To watch that was pretty impressive, and that’s what you want from a defense. They kept the offense in the 
entire game, and the offense just has to do their part and capitalize on those opportunities.” 
 
On missing five offensive starters: 
“Well, I think it’ll be different, just as you mentioned. We just have to make sure these guys are ready to go, 
obviously in a couple of weeks. We’ll take a look at this film and obviously evaluate the guys that played, and 
we will get them healthy and ready for Atlanta.” 
 
On the mistakes QB Nick Foles made tonight relative to his veteran status: 
“It can be a lot of factors. It’s hard to pinpoint one. I think sometimes you just put a little bit too much pressure 
on yourself, or you press to make a play – whatever it might be. I don’t know. It’s tough. Having been in those 
situations before, sometimes you feel like you need to make a play yourself when you’re struggling offensively, 
and then it doesn’t come. We can’t do that. We have to stick within our plan and stick within our means, and 
continue to execute.” 
 



 

 

On QB Nick Foles’ performance being attributed to not being “the guy” with respect to your experience 
not being “the guy”: 
“I don’t know. He finished the season pretty well last year. We know who he is and what we need to do to get 
him ready to go, and again, we’re still pretty vanilla offensively. We haven’t done any of our RPO game. Those 
are all things that are part of his strengths, too, so we’ve got to make sure that when we put game plans together 
moving forward, that we’re utilizing his strengths too.” 
 
On giving any consideration to playing QB Nick Foles in the fourth preseason game: 
“No. I know [other coaches have done it]. At this point, no.” 
 
On consideration playing QB Nick Foles in the second half tonight: 
“No. I mean, I thought about it just a touch, but I thought this would be a great opportunity for (QB) Nate 
(Sudfeld) to get back out there and get another good opportunity to see him and see some of those 2’s out 
there.” 
 
On C Jason Kelce’s status: 
“He’s fine. He’s good. Of course, I’ll a report here in a minute, and let you guys know in the next couple days, 
but he came off and he finished, so he’s fine.” 
 
On whether QB Nick Foles is trying too hard to follow his Super Bowl MVP performance: 
“I don’t know. I mean, I would say that you might want to ask him that question. Again, we’ve just got to make 
sure that as coaches and play-callers,that we put our guys in positions to be successful. The past is the past and 
we can’t rely on that. It’s a new season and a new team. We’ve just got to continue to work and get better.” 
 
On whether you vocalize disappointment in the locker room: 
“When you don’t score, and you played the way you play on offense, and me being an offensive guy, I’m not 
very jovial in there. I’m not patting guys on the back. I praised the defense. I think the defense played lights out 
and played like they should. The offense just didn’t do enough obviously, and they understand it, and I wanted 
to make sure they heard it from me. We just move on. We fix it and move on, and the season begins in a couple 
weeks.” 
 
On making sure this performance doesn’t linger into the regular season opener: 
“Well, the way the schedule is set up for us right now practice-wise, we get a chance to still work the starters a 
lot in the next couple of days, and get them mentally and physically prepared for that Week 1 opener. We still 
have to work and put in the hard work and preparation. They understand that and they know that. It’s a veteran 
group. They’ll bounce back and they’ll respond. They’ve always done that and this is no different.” 
 
On T Halapoulivaati Vaitai: 
“I mean, he’s another one that’s battling every single snap, and fighting and trying to work his technique and his 
fundamentals. He had a couple of plays tonight that I’m sure he would want back, but he’s another one that we 
just have to continue to build confidence in. We know what type of player he is and we have to continue to get 
him the reps and the work he needs in practice to be ready to go.” 
 
 



 

 

On G Isaac Seumalo and playing five positions tonight: 
“I thought he played well actually. We’ll evaluate the tape obviously. We’ll go home and get a chance to look at 
it. He’s one of those guys that is very versatile and can play all offside positions. He is smart and athletic, and 
overall I thought he did a very nice job.”  
 

# # # 
 
 



 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. Philadelphia Eagles 8-23-18 
Philadelphia Eagles Players 

 
EAGLES PLAYERS 
 
QB Nick Foles: 
On not feeling like himself: 
“There’s time when I feel good and times when I’m making mistakes. It’s as simple as that. I just have to keep being 
critical of myself, keep watching the film and understanding what’s going on. I have to keep playing, keep going through 
it. Obviously, I haven’t been myself and I expect a lot of myself, but I have to keep learning. I’ve played this game a long 
time, I know how to address this and keep moving forward while keeping that positive outlook.” 
 
On what the issue is with his recent performance: 
“I’m just making mistakes. I have to go look at the film, for me it’s just getting back into rhythm. We had an opportunity 
today, and it’s on me. I made too many mistakes during critical times that hurt us as a team, so if I clean that up, we win 
this game. I thought the Browns they played really hard. They’re improving that team, you can tell by how they are flying 
around and what they are doing. They played real well, but I have to continue to keep working.” 
 
On his pocket presence: 
“That’s football. I have to do a better job of stepping into the pocket, moving around, protecting the ball on the pocket. 
That’s on me helping those guys out.  They fight for me every single down. That’s where the feel and rhythm of the game 
come into play.” 
 
On preparing for next few weeks: 
“Go see my daughter and my wife.  I do what I always do because you can sort of get entrapped into this game.  It’s part 
of it. But for me right now, that’s the most important thing I’ll do. Then I’ll go back to the film and back to work. I’ll be 
critical and I’ll keep working day in and day out with these guys to improve and fix what’s going on. That’s the challenge 
of sports, its facing that adversity. We’re facing a lot of adversity in the preseason right now. We’re trying to figure out 
our DNA on offense, and I have all the confidence in the world in everyone.  I have confidence in myself to improve. 
That’s the great thing about this team. We’re going to continue to work together and lean on each other and we’re going to 
be better for it.” 
 
On if he’s the starter in Week 1, is it as easy as snapping your fingers and they’ll start clicking: 
“I don’t think you can just snap your fingers.  That’s where we’ll get back to work.  We have a lot of work to do.  It’s not 
going to be easy, but that’s why we are here.  That’s why we’re a part of this team and in the NFL – we know that we 
have to be critical of ourselves and get back to work.  Get back to the basics and play our kind of ball.  That’s moving the 
ball around, running the ball, throwing deep, throwing short, screens – executions.  We weren’t clean on executions 
tonight and haven’t’ been as clean on executions throughout the preseason.  All the guys in the locker room, we are going 
to get back to work like we always do and continue this bond we have.” 
 
On Coach Doug Pederson’s message to the offense at halftime: 
“We have to pick it up.  We know that, he shouldn’t have to say that. We have to clean it up, pick up and we have to put 
points on the board. We have to help our defense out.  They played lights out tonight and they kept us in the game so  we 
have to do a better job of  putting points on the board.” 
 
 
 



 

 

On living up to his play from last year’s postseason: 
“I know that this game is a process and I’ve played this game my whole life. I haven’t always played great games.  These 
are the toughest ones.  When you have to keep battling, it really shows you what you’re made of deep down inside. I was 
going to keep firing it, no matter what. I didn’t want to throw anymore picks, but I was going to keep firing the ball. You 
can’t play with fear.  I didn’t play as clean as I wanted too. Knowing me, knowing this team, we’re going to learn from it 
and move forward. There’s a lot of great stuff to learn from this game. It’s an emotional game.  It’s not fun playing the 
way I did. I really hurt us tonight, but I know that I can improve and I will improve.” 
 
On bouncing back from a poor performance: 
“When you play this game, you’re going to be analyzed. Everyone is going to analyze your every move.  Everyone is 
going to analyze and look for perfect. We’re not perfect people, I’m not a perfect player.  I’ve not had a perfect game and 
I never will. That’s just how it’s turned out. That’s where I can lean on those experiences and continue to improve, not be 
too hard on myself, while being hard on myself. If you’re too hard on yourself all the time, you’re going to crumble. I’m 
excited to get back to work with the guys in this locker room. I’m optimistic about it.  There was a lot of learning tonight. 
I was learning, I built a database of information that I can pull from, and it only happened in a half.” 
 
On offense missing top players: 
“We had opportunities tonight to score and we made mistakes. We hurt ourselves.  Obviously you want those guys to be 
healthy and be out there, but there’s no reason we couldn’t put points on the board tonight. We had a turnover in the red 
zone, I threw a pick and that hurts us. We can’t have that.  We can’t expect to win with that many turnovers. We have to 
play a lot cleaner.  I thought there was a lot of good stuff tonight.  It was a tough game, but there was a lot of great stuff. I 
thought a lot of guys played well. We were able to move the ball on a couple series and sort of got things going. We shot 
ourselves in the foot a couple times but I think that’s where we’re going to look back, improve and be critical of ourselves 
in those moments.” 
 
On mindset preparing for Week 1:  
“We get ready as a team. I’m going to do what I’ve always done and prepare to play. Obviously there’s a lot going on 
with in the last couple weeks, but I go study film, I do my prep work, get the body right and continue to bond with the 
guys in the locker room and get ready to roll.” 
 
On WR DeAndre Carter performance:  
“I think (WR) DeAndre (Carter) played really well. He’s played well throughout the preseason, for a guy who is newer to 
the team.  I think he does a lot of great things. He has a wide range to catch from, he uses his hands well, runs well and 
I’ve been really impressed with how he’s played.” 
 
On being sacked in red zone: 
“My foot got caught and I was trying to get up, so it’s unfortunate.” 
 
On offense being vanilla/ game plan:  
“It’s preseason, but we still have plays ready to roll. It’s my job to make sure that they are executing it right and I didn’t 
do my job the last couple weeks to make sure of that we executed plays at the highest level.  That’s something that for 
next week, I have to get ready to roll.” 

# # # 
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