
 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. Pittsburgh Steelers  
9-9-18 

Cleveland Browns Players 
 
BROWNS PLAYERS 
 
OL Joel Bitonio: 
On being part of a tie: 
“Tying in the NFL is really weird. I never even thought I would be a part of it. To have a tie the first week of 
the year, it is weird. I know we need to improve on offense, and I know the defense played well and helped 
force a lot of turnovers. We just need to come back, get better next week and go against the Saints. Hopefully, it 
will be an improvement.”  
 
On if today’s game was a confidence boost: 
“Yeah, we moved the ball well, but there are just so many things that we can improve on. There was definitely a 
confidence, of ‘Hey, we can keep up with these guys,’ but there are definitely a lot of things we can get better 
at.” 
 
On the offense not scoring more points off of turnovers: 
“The defense did a great job of getting us the ball, and we did not do enough to score. When you get six 
takeaways, you expect to win the game and the turnover battle. That is something we have to improve on. It is 
hard to tell now what broke down on every play, but it is something that we will definitely be working on.” 
 
On the weather conditions: 
“Oh, it was fine. I had a good set of cleats on and I don’t feel like I ever slipped out there. I know it was wet, 
your hands are wet, the balls were wet and a couple of guys slipped, maybe the receivers, but for me, I felt 
pretty good on my feet.”  
 
On if he thought the Steelers were offside on the field goal in overtime: 
“I had a few guys on me, and I did not get to see the instant replay so I’m not sure exactly how it went, but we 
have to be better than that. I am not sure if they were offside or not, but they did not call it so we have to live 
with that and swallow that one and try and be better next week.” 
 
 
DL Myles Garrett: 
On the Browns fighting back despite not getting the win: 
“It was a thriller. It was fun. The whole game going back and forth, I know they had the momentum going into 
basically the second half and much of the third quarter. We fought back and tied it up. That is just a credit to the 
perseverance and the toughness on this team to not give up.” 
 
On his performance and impacting the game: 
“I am being the person they got from the draft. I am finally healthy, and I am just trying to be the guy to make 
the plays when we need them.” 
 



 

 

On if he thought his plays were enough to help the Browns get the win: 
“I was hoping, but it is not enough until all zeros are on the clock and we win by one, three or six, seven. It does 
not matter, but we did not get that done.” 
 
On what went through his mind when the field goal got blocked at the end: 
“I was for sure he was going to make it so I was excited. Then you see a block, and you are kind of like ‘Well, 
you know we got them again,’ so have to beat them next time.” 
 
On if it feels like a loss to him: 
“Does not feel like a win.” 
 
K Zane Gonzalez 
On the blocked field goal: 
“He broke through so there was not much we can do about it.” 
 
On his range today, considering the weather conditions: 
“Going into that direction was 50 yards. We felt good about it. When we went out there, we had confidence, but 
it just did not work out the way we wanted it to.” 
 
On the field conditions during his field goal attempt: 
“It was the same as it was the whole game. We kicked two extra points early in the fourth quarter.” 
 
On if he had time to realize the defenders were that close to blocking the field goal: 
“Our job is to look at the spot and kick it. I felt like I hit a great ball, but when I looked up, it was a boom-boom 
situation. It kind of sucked.” 
 
On if he was disappointed with a tie: 
“Yes, nobody wants a tie. Everybody plays to win. A tie sucks. At the end of the day, we played a great game. 
We came back and showed a lot of grit.”  
 
WR Josh Gordon:  
On his fourth quarter touchdown reception:  
“We have been practicing fade balls all week, the offseason and training camp. It was called multiple times 
throughout the game. We had enough time in the pocket and he (QB Tyrod Taylor) was able to get it up in the 
right spot. I felt my feet get down. I just was not sure if I was in the end zone or at the one yard line.” 
 
On what he felt when the game was over:  
“It’s disappointment. Real disappointment. That’s a tough way to end the game. Nobody wants to do that with 
as much work as everyone puts in with the changes that have been made here. It’s better than a loss, sure, but 
we came in here ready to win. Anything less is not good enough.” 
 
On if there are any positives to take away from this game: 



 

 

“Yeah, it shows we are a resilient team. If we didn’t know it already, we know it now. Against one of the best 
teams in the league – best team in this division – if we can stand toe-to-tow with them, we can stand toe-to-tow 
with anybody.” 
 
On if there is disappointment on the offense not capitalizing on all of the turnovers by the defense: 
“There were a lot of misses, and that’s the unfortunate part. That’s what we have to get back to work on 
Monday, practice on Wednesday and make sure we keep this thing rolling and build on those misses that we 
had.” 
 
DB Jabrill Peppers: 
On frustration with a tie: 
“We know what we have to do. There is no way that we should not have won this game. We just have to clean 
up the mental errors and make the plays that we are supposed to make.” 
 
On if he has ever been part of a tie game: 
“No.” 
 
On the reaction to the outcome: 
“It is not winning. You all take that how you all want to.” 
 
On the general feelings of a tie: 
“You either win or you lose. I asked coach, ‘We are going into a second overtime, right?’ He said, ‘Not in the 
regular season.’ I am like, ‘Ah [man]. We have to pull something out.’ (LB Joe) Schobert comes out with a 
pick. A couple of calls happened, backed us up a little bit. Just do what we are supposed to do. Stand firm on 
special teams. Make the plays that we are supposed to make on defense and on offense, then we would have 
come out with this one.” 
 
On coming off of 0-16 season with today’s game: 
“It is a whole new team. Nobody thinks about that. What was their record when they came in today? What was 
our record? That is all it is.” 
 
On calling for a fair catch on a punt in the fourth quarter: 
“Honestly, I looked – did not really get a good glance. The ball was kind of up there. I was just like, ‘Let me 
secure the catch and try to save field position.’ I had a lot of those last year. I was disappointed in myself 
because I made the same mistake twice. I secured the catch and got the offense the ball in rough conditions. I 
think that is the main thing, try to save field positon.” 
 
On if he wishes NFL regular season games could not end in a tie: 
“I wish it was like how it is in college –somebody has to win. Who knows how this is going to affect things 
down the line? They say that they do that in the playoffs. That is our goal. At the end of the day, we did not win. 
That is how I feel. We did not win.” 
 
On takes away from not losing the game: 



 

 

“We did not win. It is all about winning. Nobody cares about draws or ties, whatever you guys call it. We were 
in a condition to win this game countless times. We just have to make the plays.” 
 
LB Joe Schobert 
On how encouraging it was to cause six turnovers: 
“That’s what we have been preaching all offseason so it’s good to see that. What we have been talking about 
and preaching about, we are putting into action. We just have to keep it up and try to lead the NFL in turnovers 
this year.” 
 
On DB Denzel Ward getting two interceptions in his first NFL game: 
“It’s crazy. He has all of the talent in the world. He was out there making a lot of plays. If he can keep it up, he 
can be a special player.” 
 
On if he thought he was going to score after his interception: 
“I was trying to score. When I started getting tripped up, I didn’t want to go down. If I didn’t take those couple 
of choppy steps, I think I would have gotten it in. As soon as I got the ball in my hands, I was trying to score.” 
 
On his emotions at the end of the game: 
“A little disappointed because it was right there in the bag for us. We had our chances to win multiple times, but 
we just weren’t able to pull it off. There is a lot for our team to be proud of, but there is still a lot of stuff we 
need to work on and correct. We need to be able to take these kinds of games and win them.” 
 
DB Denzel Ward: 
On Steelers WR Antonio Brown’s touchdown catch in the first half: 
“I just didn’t get the ball out. It was a great catch by him, and next time, I have to get the ball out.” 
 
On the defense forcing six turnovers in the game: 
“It is very frustrating. You always go into a game expecting to win so it is frustrating. Anytime you have a tie, 
you have to try and win the game.” 
 
On if the speed of the game was fast as a rookie: 
“The speed of the game is a little faster, but I do not pay attention too much to that and I do not think it really affected me. 
I was fine.” 
 
On being down 21-7 at halftime and making a comeback: 
“There is definitely a lot of heart in this locker room. Players go out there and are just never giving up and always 
fighting. There are still a lot of things we have to work on so that we can finish next time.” 
 
On if he felt any pregame jitters in his first regular season home game: 
“No, I was only a little nervous. I was more excited than anything going into it.” 
 
On being apart of a tie: 
“It is just frustrating. I always expect to win the game. I would have rather had another overtime, but that is the rules, and 
we just have to get them next time.” 
 



 

 

On the Browns defense:  
“Like I said, we still have a lot of things we need to work on, but we made a lot of plays out there today. We all just have 
to go watch film and get better next time.” 
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Cleveland Browns vs. Pittsburgh Steelers  
9-9-18 

Pittsburgh Steelers Head Coach Mike Tomlin  
 
Head Coach Mike Tomlin: 
Opening statement: 
“It’s an awkward feeling after a game like that. You don’t know what to feel or to say or think. I’m appreciative 
of the efforts of the men. Obviously, it was some extraordinary effort at times. We have to play better. We have 
to play better to ensure victory. That’s what we talked about in there – that’s what I told the group. [If] you turn 
the ball over the way we did and you don’t get turnovers, particularly in a hostile environment, you don’t have a 
very good chance to win. It’s because of those efforts we were in the game but not enough to win today. We 
take responsibility for that. We tip our cap to the Browns. They played tough competitive ball. We have to be 
better, and we intend to be, but today was what it was. We’ll analyze tomorrow and move forward.” 
 
On whether there has been a similar situation of coming off the field in a tie: 
“Yes.” 
 
On the impact of not taking care of the football down the stretch: 
“We didn’t make enough plays to win. We didn’t. The big picture element of it obviously is the turnover 
margin, but we just didn’t make enough plays. We had our opportunities. Even with the turnovers, we had our 
opportunities. I don’t want to put it all there, but obviously, it was a significant component of the game.” 
 
On the run game: 
“I just appreciate the efforts of everyone. We just didn’t take care of the ball enough. We didn’t make enough 
significant plays at the moments to get out of the stadium.” 
 
On the weather being a factor with the turnovers: 
“It was weather in the game for them, as well, so we don’t seek comfort in that regard. They did a better job of 
dealing with it, if it was a factor, than we did. That’s where our focus always is.” 
 
On whether the weather affected Steelers K Chris Boswell’s field goal attempt in overtime: 
“Again, football is an outdoor game, guys. We can talk about the weather until the cows come home. That’s 
how the game is played.” 
 
On the disappointment of ending in a tie after having a fourth quarter lead: 
“I don’t get into all of that. We play and play to win, and we didn’t win today.” 
 

# # # 
 
 



 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. Pittsburgh Steelers  
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Pittsburgh Steelers Players 
 
STEELERS PLAYERS 
 
WR Antonio Brown 
On the feeling of an ending the game in a tie: 
“It doesn’t feel good any time you don’t get the job done. Our business is winning and we didn’t get it done today.” 
 
On the frustrations of losing the lead: 
“That’s the frustrating part.  When you’re on top the whole game and you get into the fourth quarter, then things don’t go 
our way. We didn’t play the situation to make things go our way. We have to get better from it.” 
 
On effects of the weather: 
“Conditions can never be a factor for us. Today we just didn’t get the job done.” 
 
On the turnovers: 
“Obviously, if you want to win the ball game, you can’t turn the ball over. We have to find a way to be better our next 
time out.” 
 
On Steelers RB James Conner: 
“He did some really great things. He ran well and brought great energy all day. I was excited to see him make some plays, 
not only in the run game, but in the pass game as well.” 
 
RG David DeCastro 
On the turnovers: 
“I don’t know.  We’ve got to go back and look at them. The game took some turns here and there, but it’s usually a team 
effort.” 
 
On the performance of Steelers RB James Conner: 
“I thought (Steelers RB James) Conner played really well. I liked what I saw, and hopefully we can keep it going.” 
 
On pressure without having Steelers RB Le’Veon Bell: 
“I’m so tired of Le’Veon (Bell). I’m so tired of it. Let’s just worry about the guys that are here. I know you guys have 
stories to write and what not.  I love Le’Veon, but we have to worry about the guys that are here. That’s the only people 
that matter.” 
 
On the result of the game: 
“We’ll look at the tape. It’s still early on. I mean, we’re still trying to process what kind of game that was. It was 
interesting to say the least.” 
 
On if this was the strangest game he’s played in 
“Yeah, I’d have to say so. The back and forth, the swings. To have a 14-point lead like that and have the ball, we can only 
blame ourselves. We give them credit for making the plays.” 
 
On the feeling of the locker room post-game: 



 

 

“It’s weird. I think everyone’s a little spent, tired and kind of wondering what the hell happened.  We’ll watch the film 
and get better. It’s just one week.” 
 
DT Cameron Heyward 
On if the game feels like a loss: 
“Hell yeah it feels like a loss. I’m sorry for using that kind of language, but if we settle for those, we’re going to be an 
awfully pissed off bunch. We didn’t get the job done. I credit (Steelers LB) TJ (Watt) for getting that block, but the 
outcome was already decided. It just gives you a sick taste in your mouth.” 
 
On if the Browns offense surprised them: 
“No. We did some things different, and (Browns QB) Tyrod (Taylor) did some things that were good for them. He 
extended plays.  They did QB runs and put us in bad situations, but that wasn’t anything we didn’t expect.” 
 
On moving pieces influencing today’s performance: 
“No. We didn’t get the win. We didn’t get it done, and that’s as a collective whole. There are things we’ve got to improve 
on, and I think we’ve got Kansas City next, so we’ll be onto them tomorrow.” 
 
On containing Browns QB Tyrod Taylor: 
“We were just doing some different things. We wanted him to escape, and we had him in some down-and-distances where 
we should have won – 3rd and 13, 3rd and 15.  Those are advantageous situations where we didn’t get off the field. We had 
a 21-7 lead at one point, but they clawed their way back. We didn’t get the plays done. Hats off to them. They may look at 
it as a win, but we look at it as a loss.” 
 
QB Ben Roethlisberger 
On the first interception: 
“I thought they made a good play. I rolled out and I thought he was still on the short guy and he came back and made a 
good play.” 
 
On Steelers RB James Conner: 
“I thought he played well. Ran hard, caught the ball well. Made plays for us. I’m proud of the way he played for this 
team.” 
 
On Browns DE Myles Garrett and the Browns defense: 
“We expected him to mix things up and bring some pressure when dropping back. They did a little bit of all that. I give 
them credit. They made plays today especially with the turnovers. You can’t win a football game if you turn the football 
over that many times.” 
 
On if he has confidence in Steelers K Chris Boswell: 
“Of course. I have all the confidence in the world that he was going to hit that. He’s our guy. The next time he goes out, 
I’m going to have all the confidence in him.” 
 
On not closing the game in the 4th quarter: 
“It felt like we had a chance. Our defense did a great job of giving us that chance. It’s just frustrating that we can’t make 
the plays down the stretch. We just didn’t make them.” 
 
LB TJ Watt 
On the defense: 



 

 

“I think we’re jelling really well as a defense and that just shows you all the hard work that we’ve been putting in at this 
point. We’re going to keep going and keep getting better.” 
 
On the Browns missed field goal: 
“Yeah, I got my left hand on that. I treated it as I was just trying to make a play.” 
 
On if last year’s defense is similar to this year’s defense: 
“A little bit. The thing about defense and the thing about the NFL, is if you do something wrong they’re going to inspect 
you. Everything is going so fast. They’re trying to make corrections just like we are. If we make one mistake they’re 
going to find a hole and I think we need to be more consistent. At the same time, I think we did a good job throughout the 
game.” 
 
LB Vince Williams 
On if the tie feels like a loss: 
“Absolutely. We’re not here to have ties. We’re winners. That’s what we’re here to do. If you’re not winning you’re 
losing.” 
 
On the weather impacting the game: 
“No. We like the weather. We look forward to bad conditions. We just have to play better.”  
 
On feeling good about the Steelers defense going forward: 
“No, I don’t feel good about it. I just feel like we have to have come out and get better. We have to secure victories. 
That’s what we have to do. We have to go back to the drawing board and do whatever we have to do to do that next 
week.” 
 

# # # 
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