
 

 

QB Baker Mayfield 
Cleveland Browns vs. New York Jets  

9-20-18 
 
QB Baker Mayfield: 
On how it felt to bring joy to the fans:  
“Any win feels great. It is hard to do. Having success at this level is hard to do. The best part about it was that we were 
here at home. You guys could feel the energy of the crowd and how badly they wanted it, as well. We have to play for 
each other, but at the same time, this city deserves it. We have to have that mindset, going to get it no matter what is 
happening. So it felt great.” 
 
On his mindset when entering the game: 
“Treat it like any other time. I have to go do my job. Don’t overthink it. Live in the moment. It is that time. I have to 
command the offense. I have to command the team. I have to bring a spark and give us a chance to win. That is my job so 
that is what I was focused on.” 
 
On if it felt like his ‘coming out party,’ given Head Coach Hue Jackson’s reference to it: 
“For everybody else to see around here. I feel like people have been talking about it for a while. I have just been waiting 
for my moment. I have been patient. I have been in a good opportunity, put in a good situation with the guys around me – 
veteran QBs and great coaches that I can learn from. I was never whining or complaining about playing time. I just want 
the team to win, no matter what the cost is.” 
 
On the sense of urgency entering the game trailing 14-0:  
“We had a whole half to play and some change in the second quarter. Just wanted to chip away. All points are good points 
at that point. You have to battle back and have to chip away at that point. There was a sense of urgency absolutely of 
Being the aggressive team and putting them on their heels. At the same time, we were not trying to push too hard.” 
 
On his mindset after the successful 2-point conversion:  
“Anytime you can get the crowd to be a factor, kudos to the crowd. They played a factor late in the game. Anytime you 
can get them to be your 12th man. As cliché as that sounds, it is the truth. Whatever we have to do to fire them up to affect 
the other offense, it is great.” 
 
On how this game ranks against his other big wins:  
“This one is definitely up there, being the first NFL game that I have played in. First regular season one that actually 
counts. It is definitely up there for me. I have had some great memories, but I am just getting started.” 
 
On the key to the spark he helped provide:  
“Just being ready to go. I think being decisive on where I wanted to put the ball, just attacking. Like I said, you want to 
put them on your heels. When you do that, the offense builds confidence. The defense will see that. They start to build 
that, as well. The crowd gets into it when you get all three phases like that, it is pretty tough to stop.” 
 
On keys to his quick release: 
“Seeing things, [releasing] quickly and just trusting your guys to be in the spots that they are supposed to be in.” 
 
On the lack of energy in the first half: 
“Anytime you are not having success, there is no reason to celebrate a bad play or when you are not having success. You 
want to have success. We talked about it. Football is hard to have success. It is tough to do your job.”  



 

 

 
On if felt he had to provide a spark due to the lack energy:  
“No, not right off the bat. I was never trying to put too much on my shoulders. Just trying to do my job and get the ball out 
in their hands. When you can do that, they are going to make plays for you. These guys are the best in the world at what 
they do. That was my mindset. That is where I was at. At the same time before I was even in, my job was to be there for 
the team and helping anyway I can to win. Just coaching the guys on different looks and being the extra guy when the 
coaches aren’t there or (QB Tyrod Taylor) Ty’s watching tape or looking at different defensive fronts or coverages. We 
all have a job here. Tonight, we did a good job and pulled out a win.” 
 
On the Bud Light coolers opening and snapping a 19-game losing streak:  
“Dilly Dilly! to the Cleveland fans (laughter). It comes with it. It is not the only win that we are going to celebrate. It is a 
building block for us. We did some good things, but there is still a lot that we can work on. That is the great part about it. 
We are nowhere near where we want to be, but we are in a good spot to build a foundation and keep going.” 
 
On if he spoke to NY Jets QB Sam Darnold after the game:  
“A little bit. It is pretty hectic right there after the game. I told him, ‘Good game. Keep playing well. Keep pushing.’ We 
are in the same spot – rookies playing in our first NFL games. He is playing well. He is leading his team. I am proud of 
him.” 
 
On if there was additional satisfaction out-dueling Darnold:  
“No, it is never about playing one person. It is about getting a team win.” 
 
On if he expects to be the starting QB and his reaction if he goes back to backup QB:  
“Not focused on that. Singular focus. Going to enjoy this one. (Offensive coordinator) Coach (Todd) Haley said, ‘It is like 
winning twice. You win on Thursday, and then you get to watch everybody lose on Sunday.’ (laughter). I am going to 
enjoy it right now and then we will see how it goes next week. That is the mindset that you have to have. You have to hit 
the reset button when the weekend is over and we are back to work. That is all that matters.” 
 
On if he told WR Jarvis Landry to throw him the ball on the 2-point conversion:  
“I think that is how the play was drawn up.” 
 
On Landry saying that he told him on the sidelines: 
“We knew we were going to call it. I was the first read so I was hoping he was going to throw it to me.” 
 
On why it was not called on the first 2-point conversion attempt:  
“Not in the right spot.” 
 
On OL Joel Bitonio saying that the play was made toward the end of training camp but Taylor always ran the play 
and his confidence in the play given his lack of practice with it: 
“Never taken a rep of it, but watching Ty do it all through practice, it is not too hard to walk up to the line and call a 
cadence and kind of  just stand there.’ 
 
On ever envisioning his first NFL game to go this way: 
“The result – a win, yes. That is how I have always wanted it, but the circumstances of what I was going in with, you 
never want to go in after one of your captains gets hurt. You never want that but the result is what we wanted. We will 
watch the tape. The thing about it is, you are never as good as how it feels after the game and it is never as bad. I will be 
excited to get to the tape and see what we can build on.” 
 



 

 

On receiving a game ball and sensing how much this means to the team: 
“For starters, the first game ball he gave was to the Haslam family. The thing was he talked about was they stuck with 
them through thick and thin. It’s been tough for him so it meant a lot. There is a lot of pressure on him, and he’s put a lot 
of it on his shoulders. What we need to realize as a franchise now is that everybody has their job. It’s not all on one 
person. It’s not all on me right now. It’s everybody. You have your 1/11th on offense, and you have special teams and 
defense as well. We have to work each day to have success and that’s just the way it goes.” 
 
On if he has talked to QB Tyrod Taylor yet: 
“No, I have not.” 
 
On his message to the guys in the first huddle: 
“Just do your job. I’m not going to try and overdo it. I’m going to be myself and lead with a fire and passion.” 
 
On trying to get Browns players fired up before entering the game and how that translated on the field: 
“I have always been like that. I have always been a guy to keep positive energy on the sideline. The most important play is 
the next one no matter what happens. Before the game, getting guys in the right mindset and confident, you play well 
when you’re confident. People can say cockiness or whatever, but there are results when you play with a confidence and 
you believe in yourself. That is what I always try to do with my guys and it’s what I’ve always done. I just tried to carry 
that over when I was in.” 
 
On his statements at the Cabout being the one who can turn the Browns around: 
“It might have been it (laughter).” 
 
On his message to people listening to the press conference on the radio: 
“Cleveland deserves a win, but we are not done yet. Don’t break the Dilly Dilly coolers too hard (laughter). Just enjoy it. 
We deserve it, but at the same time we’re just getting started.” 
 

# # # 
 
 



 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. New York Jets  
9-20-18 

Cleveland Browns Players 
 
BROWNS PLAYERS 
 
OL Joel Bitonio: 
On QB Baker Mayfield’s performance: 
“It was awesome. He came in after we were struggling a little bit in the first half and rejuvenated the offense. 
He got us moving a little bit. He got us some points before half. He came back in the second half and led some 
drives for us. His energy was awesome. He took care of the ball and did some good things out there.” 
 
On QB Baker Mayfield’s demeanor when he got in the game: 
“Confident. He was talking [noise] to the defense, and he was ready to go.” 
 
On the successful 2-pointer conversion and how long the Browns have had that play: 
“Probably since the end of training camp. We call it the ‘Philly Special.” I think we saw the Philadelphia 
(Eagles) run it in the Super Bowl and they said, ‘Hey, we can do that.” The funny thing is that (QB) Tyrod 
(Taylor) has taken every rep on it so Baker has not ran it at all. First rep was a perfect rep, though. He did 
good.” 
 
On the team’s emotions on ending the streak and getting the win: 
“People were saying it is a new year and it is our first win this year. For me, it has been a heck of a long time, 
and it felt really good. Now, I can just play football and I do not have to worry about winning that next game. It 
is a pretty awesome feeling. We have a day or two to celebrate; then we have to get on to Oakland.” 
 
On the difference with energy and rhythm when QB Baker Mayfield entered the game:  
“He did a good job. There were some good rhythm throws. He got to his point. He threw the ball and got it out 
of his hands. The crowd fed off it for sure. You could tell they were excited to have him out there. We got some 
first downs and moved the ball. That had an avalanche effect and got us moving on offense” 
 
On winning for Head Coach Hue Jackson: 
“He has been through it. It has been a rough first couple of years for everybody who has been part of the 
organization. He has fought tooth and nail to try to those wins. To take one early in the year is big. We have his 
back. We have to build on it though. It is one win. We have to get our next win.”  
 
On the feeling during victory formation: 
“It was pretty cool. I have not had that in a long time where it meant something. We have done it before 
halftime, but to actually win the game on a victory knee it felt special.” 
 
On how many Bud Lights he is going to drink: 
“I do not know. I can’t go too crazy because my stomach is empty right now. We’ll see. Luckily, the wife can 
drive.”  

# # # 



 

 

 
Cleveland Browns vs. New York Jets  

9-20-18 
Cleveland Browns Players 

 
WR Antonio Callaway 
On what changed when QB Baker Mayfield came in: 
“That juice. That fire. He is always fired up. He gave us a spark.” 
 
On the description of the locker room after the victory: 
“It felt good to go out there as a team and fight all the way to the end. We said we needed to work on and do 
better finishing. We came out in the second half and finished strong.” 
 
On the change of rhythm when QB Baker Mayfield came in: 
“He was just confident. He is used to throwing to us. We throw with him every day. He was just confident.” 
 
On the importance of the 2-point conversion: 
“That is what we needed. We needed that 2-point conversion. Baker Mayfield and (WR) Jarvis Landry 
connected to help us get in position.” 
 
On the team’s confidence level in the fourth quarter compared the previous two games: 
“When we are put in tough situations, we have to overcome those situations so we stick together and put our 
head down and work.” 
 
DL Myles Garrett: 
On winning at home: 
“It is a weight off your shoulders, but you know that you have to do it again. It is not the only one and you have 
to put in the work week after week to make sure that you keep having this feeling.” 
 
On the feeling in the fourth quarter: 
“We knew that we had to make a big play. We were getting stops, but we had to get a big takeaway and that is 
what we did. We were consistent with it and we came up big.” 
 
On how the offensive performance helped out the defense: 
“It is a relief. You get your breath back. You get your wind and you can get some momentum going. Once the 
offense keeps on driving, moving the ball and scoring, you know that they’re going to have your back. When 
you are able to take the ball away or force a three-and-out, you know that they are going to put it in the end 
zone. We just felt that momentum that they were giving us and were moving with it.” 
 
On tonight’s atmosphere: 
“It was a hell of an atmosphere. Especially when things started to get rolling in the second half, tt was fun to be 
out there and getting after the quarterback. Once we were making plays, you could sense the crowd getting 
more excited after each play.” 
 



 

 

On QB Baker Mayfield’s performance: 
“Of course I wanted to watch, but I see it almost every damn practice. He is a winner. That guy has a chip on 
his shoulder and none of this surprised me. I knew he was going to go out there and have a hell of a game 
whenever it was.” 
 
On the atmosphere at halftime: 
“Absolutely, we were very confident. We knew we had a couple of adjustments to make. After we got that 
finished, we knew we had them right where we wanted them to.” 
 
On the biggest difference in the second half: 
“We couldn’t let them get to the outside. They were getting a lot of plays on the sidelines and the perimeter. 
They were trying to stretch us out and then cut back into the A-gap or the C-gap and try to get a big chunk play. 
Once we got that over with and cut most of those out, it was a different ballgame.” 
 
On getting the first win of the season: 
“It’s amazing. We can finally have people quiet down about that and now we can get to business. That is how it 
should be. It has been a while since we have had a win, and now that we got it, it is onto the next one.” 
 
On the feeling of getting his first NFL win: 
“It feels damn good, but I know that next one will feel even sweeter so we have to keep the ball rolling.” 
 
 
K Greg Joseph: 
On his first game as a professional: 
“(P) Britton (Colquitt) told me to just take it lightly so I had a laugh with him.  That was pretty cool.  I’m here 
to do a job and glad we got it done.  It was a great team win and ecstatic for the guys in this locker room.  
Everyone in the city has been long awaiting this.  The fans are awesome.  They were loud.  They were cheering 
after every kick I made in warm ups.  It felt surreal.  I made sure I just walked out there and take a lap.  It was 
amazing.” 
 
On the trajectory on his first field goal: 
“I was talking about a bottom line the other day in that interview.  I did not hit that ball clean; however, three 
points is  three points.  I’m not worried about that kick.  You make your next kick your best kick.” 
 
On being a part of this win and what it means to the team: 
“I know that I was shocked at how bad the guys in this locker room wanted it.  It inspired me to give them 
everything I’ve got.  I’ll do this every game – leave everything out there.  I’m just happy for the guys in the 
locker room, especially those who have been through a lot here.  They deserve it more than anyone.” 
 
 
LB Joe Schobert: 
On his fourth quarter interception: 
“It was the same play as before.  Technically, I’m the middle runner – the middle read so if that guy goes 
vertical, I have him.  I thought they’d do the same thing so I tried to bait it and jump.  All they did was flip 



 

 

formations.  When I caught it, I just cradled it up.  I wasn’t getting up.  I wasn’t trying to fumble or anything.  I 
just cradled it until I heard the whistle.” 
 
On his immediate reaction to if the game was over or not: 
“Immediately, I thought it was over, but as soon as we got to the sideline, the defense was talking about the fact 
they had three timeouts left and if we didn’t get a first down, we’d still have to go back out there.” 
 
On his emotions once the game was over: 
“It was just happy.  This is why we play the game.  As a competitor, you want to win.  Obvsioulsly, we’ve done 
stuff in the preseason and have been successful.  We felt we would translate that to the regular season and 
things didn’t quite go we wanted, but we knew we were right on the cusp.” 
 
OL Kevin Zeitler: 
On QB Baker Mayfield: 
“I’m proud of (Browns QB) Baker (Mayfield).  He came in, whether he was expecting it or not, and did the 
things he was supposed to.  He made plays.  In the end, we came out with the victory, and we’re happy about 
that.” 
 
On the reaction of Head Coach Hue Jackson after the game: 
“Hue was real happy.  It’s been a long process for everyone.  This is the first mini-step, and we have a lot of 
season left.  We want to do a lot more than just one win.” 
 
On parenting advice to RB Carlos Hyde: 
“That is pretty crazy.  Today of all days, but I’m thankful he was here.  He balled out today, ran hard and got 
the tough yards and made some big plays.  With him here, he sacrificed a chance, but I’m sure all his teammates 
were glad he was here.” 
 
 
 
 

 
# # # 

 
 



 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. New York Jets  
9-20-18 

New York Jets Head Coach Todd Bowles  
 
Head Coach Todd Bowles: 
 
On whether the momentum shifted when Browns QB Baker Mayfield took over: 
“No.  I felt the same as soon as we committed two penalties before halftime, and we gave them life with the 
penalties. I don’t think it had to do with the quarterback.” 
 
On a penalty on a two-point conversion try: 
“It’s inexcusable on a few penalties we had. We gave them life before the half. We had two of them. We had 
one there on the two-point conversion that we had no business having, and we let them back in the game with 
some key penalties and it cost us. We lost our composure. I told the team that we lost our composure and we 
should be pissed off up until we play the game next weekend.  That’s the way it’s going to be. We’ll get back. 
We’re going to have a good football team, and we’ll get back to work on Monday and we’ll get ready for 
Jacksonville.” 
 
On the cause of the continuing penalties: 
“Everybody gets penalties – you don’t want them at crucial times. We got them at crucial times and we let them 
back in the ball game. We gave them life and that can’t happen.  We’ll address it on Monday.” 
 
On the hurry-up offense from QB Baker Mayfield being a problem: 
“I don’t think it was a hurry-up at all. I thought guys got gassed in the second half. They were the same plays. I 
give the guy credit – he played well. We didn’t do the things in the second half that we did in the first half.” 
 
On whether there was a game plan for QB Baker Mayfield: 
“They were the same plays. We knew what the quarterbacks were. We knew one ran more than the other. He 
just did a good job and we didn’t.” 
 
On where the blame falls for the loss of composure: 
“I’m taking the whole ball game. This whole ball game falls on me.” 
 
On whether the shortened rest caught up to the Jets in the second half: 
“No it didn’t. I thought we lost our composure.” 
 
On whether the Jets are a good football team: 
“I said we will have a good football team. We do some good things. We just have to be consistent.” 
 
On Jets QB Sam Darnold: 
“I thought he battled. Obviously, the two interceptions at the end of the ball game when they knew we were 
going to pass and the game was on the line – I don’t really look at that. I thought he battled. I thought he took 
care of the football for the most part. He gave us a chance and we have to help him out more.” 
 



 

 

On whether the loss of composure just means the penalties: 
“No, not even the penalties. I just thought we lost our composure.  The things right we did in the first half, we 
didn’t do right in the second half. There was a guy here or there, and they were the same plays.  We were out of 
the gap, out of position in the zone, or we didn’t block the right guy or do the right thing all the way around.” 
 
On whether the Jets thought the game was over at 14-0: 
“No they didn’t.” 
 
On players reportedly not wanting to be the team that loses to the Browns: 
“I don’t want to lose to anybody, so the fact that we lost to them is no different than losing to New England or 
anybody else. I don’t like to lose games, period. They don’t either, so it didn’t really matter who we lost to. 
We’re pissed that we lost.” 
 
On RB Isaiah Crowell’s penalty after the touchdown: 
“That was inexcusable. We addressed it and it will never happen again.” 
 
On QB Sam Darnold not being able to get the ball downfield: 
“You have to have time to get the ball downfield, and they had it covered at times. I thought he made some 
good decisions most of the way. We just have to help him out more.” 
 
On concerns over the offensive line protecting QB Sam Darnold: 
“I’m not worried about the offensive line. I thought those guys battled. I thought they opened up some holes 
around the ball well. We just have to be consistent.” 
 
On WR Robby Anderson fighting for extra yards on the fumble: 
“He made a cut and they made a good play. We have to learn when to get down when we’re in traffic and they 
made a good strip on him.” 
 
On whether there can be preparation for a razzle dazzle two-point conversion play: 
“It was more the coverage than the play. We were on different pages and the coverage was blown.” 
 
 
 

# # # 



 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. New York Jets  
9-20-18 

New York Jets Players 
 
JETS PLAYERS 
 
QB Sam Darnold: 
On first interception: 
“I tried to force it in there to (WR) Jermaine (Kearse). I have to watch the tape and learn from it.” 
 
On comfortableness throughout entire game: 
“I felt really comfortable throughout the whole game.  I just made stupid mistakes in the fourth quarter and some missed 
opportunities throughout the whole game. I just have to play better, and that’s on me.” 
 
On second to last interception (3rd and 10): 
“I saw a cornerback reading my eyes.  When you’re rolling back its easy for those guys to come from the right side of the 
field and back to the middle. I felt like the best thing to do was throw it away.” 
 
On the team’s composure: 
“There were a couple plays, but for me I just have to play better. It is as simple as that.  It’s not acceptable the way I 
played. I know that, and I have to take it like a man.  I feel like I’m responsible for the stagnant offense we had.  I just 
have to play better, that’s it. Find completions and continue to do what I’ve been doing.” 
 
On trying to stretch the field more:  
“I think continuing to play consistent football and take shots when they are there.  At the same time be able to find open 
guys and keep the chains moving.”  
 
On short week of preparation: 
“It’s just a shorter week, but they had just as short of time to look at us, so that’s not an excuse. I feel like I have to play 
better and make clearer reads.” 
 
On what he can improve on: 
“Be more decisive. I felt like sometimes I was hanging in there, looking at one guy and trying to wait for him to get open.  
I just have to move onto my next progression and move on from there.” 
 
On the lack of deep shots taken: 
“We always have shots in our offense.  We are always trying to take shots but they were keeping the ball in front of them 
tonight. With that being said, we have to make them pay. Put the ball in our playmakers hands and let them do work.” 
 
On RB Isaiah Crowell’s penalty: 
“He has to be smarter, but at the same time he will learn from it. He’s a veteran.  He knows not to do that, so nothing 
really needs to be said. You just have to be smarter.” 
 
On momentum shift when Browns QB Baker Mayfield checked in: 
“I know (Browns QB) Baker (Mayfield) is a great player. He’s done some great things at Oklahoma and he continued to 
do great things tonight. I felt the crowd rallied pretty well around him.  At the same time, I have to continue to do my job 
and keep the offense rolling.  I’m not worried about that.” 



 

 

 
On handling Browns defense:  
“I felt from that aspect I did pretty well tonight. I thought the way we prepared for some of their pressure allowed us to 
have some success. Again, I just have to stay in the pocket, make my reads and find the open guy.”  
 
On facing Baker Mayfield in the future:   
“Hopefully.  Baker is a great competitor. I loved playing against him tonight.  Obviously you wish you could win those 
games but he’s a great competitor and is going to play in this league for awhile. I’m looking forward to every single week.  
Baker is a great competitor and every time I get a chance to play against him I’m going to look forward to it.” 
 
 

# # # 
 
 



 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. New York Jets  
9-20-18 

New York Jets Players 
 
JETS PLAYERS 
 
CB Morris Claiborne: 
On adjusting to Browns QB Baker Mayfield: 
“Our adjustments were just to keep our poise, continue to go out and play and continue to get three-and-outs. As a 
defense, when you get those second chances, you don’t have time to think.  You just have to go out there and do your job.  
That’s to get that stop no matter where the ball is.” 
 
On correcting mistakes: 
“It’s one of those things you have to stay on. Penalties, they’re part of the game. I feel like the calls are a little bit ticky-
tacky here and there, but those are the rules. Certain things you can’t do. You see a lot of flags being thrown. The game is 
changing right in front of our eyes, and you either change with it or you get losses.” 
 
On how the Jets rebound after losing: 
“We just have to shake it off. We’ve got some time off here to relax and get away from football and then we have to get 
back to it. We can’t lose like this, especially the ones you have. Those are the toughest ones. You have a team on the 
ropes and you have a 14 point lead.  That’s enough points to win the game.  That’s all you need your offense to do.  As a 
defensive unit, we didn’t come through and get those big stops that we needed to get when we needed to get them. We 
didn’t get our offense back the ball and in a sudden change, we gave up a touchdown. We can’t do that. We have to stand 
up no matter what the call is.” 
 
RB Isaiah Crowell: 
On him playing back in First Energy Stadium: 
“Passion definitely played a part in my performance, but I play with passion every game. I always play with passion and I 
do not think that playing here changed my passion.” 
 
On his second touchdown celebration: 
“I didn’t think about the touchdown celebration before the game. It was just the spur of the moment, but I need to control 
myself. I don’t think it had to do with the stadium I was at, I just feel like it was spur of the moment.” 
 
On if the celebration was a message to the Browns: 
“Not really. It was just passion and it wasn’t a message towards anybody. You have to play the game with passion and 
that is the way I play. I did it so I have to accept whatever punishment comes with the celebration. I know that I can’t put 
my teammates in that position.” 
 
On the team’s composure after taking the lead: 
“I really don’t know what changed. I have not watched the film, so I can’t really say. I trust what coach said, but I haven’t 
watched the film. When I’m out there, all I can do is give it my all.” 
 
 
 
WR Jermaine Kearse: 
On Jets QB Sam Darnold’s play after losing the lead: 



 

 

“He was the same guy. It’s not just on him, it comes down to the offense as a whole. We can’t put too much on him and 
worry about what he’s doing. We’ve got to do our job too. I think that’s the best way to help him out.  To just be where 
we’re supposed to be, block who we’re supposed to block – and that’s what it comes down to.” 
 
On having extra rest before the next game: 
“Three games in 11 days is tough. We have a couple days off to reflect, watch the film, and see where we want to move 
from this. We come back on Monday and start heading on the right track.” 
 
On the state of the locker room: 
“I believe in every guy on this team. Every guy has the ability to go out there, make plays and do their job. The biggest 
thing moving forward is knowing who we are.” 
 
LB Darron Lee: 
On adjusting to Browns QB Baker Mayfield: 
“There were really no adjustments we needed to make, just keep playing penalty-free football.”  
 
On avoiding penalties in the future: 
“We just have to pay closer attention to detail, especially on longer drives. We started to curve off on the back end of 
longer drives. We just have to pay more attention to detail and focus.” 
 
On differences in QB Baker Mayfield from Browns QB Tyrod Taylor: 
“He just made a couple throws. Looking back on it, from what I recall, I am just really frustrated in the fourth [quarter] 
with all the penalties.” 
 
DL Steve McLendon: 
On the loss: 
“First off, we have to tip our hats to those guys. The biggest thing right now is that it hurts. Like I told the guys, I have too 
much pride, and we have to stop the run. We let those guys dictate what we do and I’m a part of that front seven. I’m 
going to take it upon myself. I’m going to work hard and I’m going to do whatever it takes to make sure that we stop the 
run against Jacksonville. We understand that Jacksonville is a good team, a playoff team. This is one that we just took on 
the chin and I want to congratulate those guys on the win and we just have to look forward. The mission doesn’t change. 
The goal doesn’t change and I still love this team.” 
 
On the team’s penalties: 
 “We just need to play smart football. It’s that simple. Coach talks about it all the time. He knows we’re going to play fast 
and hard all the time. The biggest thing is that he wants us to play smart football.” 
 
On the adjusting to the quarterback change by the Browns: 
 “We knew both guys. There’s just no excuse. We had a great game plan and I don’t want the coaches to feel like this is 
all their fault. It’s the players fault.  We gave up way too many rushing yards up front.”   
DL Leonard Williams: 
On if the loss stings more than others: 
“It is definitely disappointing, but not just because it’s the Browns. It’s because we lost the last one and this was the next 
one. We were already excited that it was a Thursday game instead of a Sunday game, so we could get last week’s bad 
taste out of our mouth as soon as possible. We were definitely planning on going to the game and trying to win, then have 
a good few days off before going to Jacksonville. It is going to be a bad weekend for us.” 
 
On if the energy changed once Browns QB Baker Mayfield came in: 



 

 

 “I’m not sure. I think (QB) Baker (Mayfield) just came in and was on a pretty good roll. I don’t know what changed. It 
was just different people and different results. I just think Baker came in and did a really good job.”  
 
 
On why the Jets defense wasn’t able to finish the game: 
“Penalties. That killed us because we weren’t able to get stops when it mattered most. Hats off to [the Browns]. They 
haven’t won a game in God knows how long, but they’re still an NFL football team, so hats off to them.” 
 
On making adjustments during the extended time before Jacksonville: 
“We’ll definitely take a look at the film and get ready for Jacksonville.” 
 
On takeaways from the game: 
“We definitely have to look at ourselves in the mirror and we have to get better. It’s a long season for sure, so it’s not 
over. It’s not the end of the world, but we’re just going to look forward to get better.” 

 
# # # 
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