
 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. Kansas City Chiefs 
11-4-18 

Cleveland Browns Head Coach Gregg Williams  
 
Head Coach Gregg Williams: 
Opening statement: 
“Played a good Kansas City Chiefs team today. (Chiefs Head Coach) Andy (Reid) is a really, really good football coach. I 
have known him for a long time. We have had some battles for a long time. We were not good enough in a few areas and 
improved in some other areas. We have to do better. We have to continue to help them better, have to execute better and 
continue to take the next steps. Go ahead, questions?” 
 
On the difficulty sustaining multiple injuries on defense: 
“Next man up. Can never make an excuse of that, but I did have to change conceptually to what our guys that went in there 
could do and could understand. Andy knew that, too. We still have to make plays. We have to tackle better, have to keep 
the ball in front of us better and have to keep on playing. Those guys did. They never blinked. I thought (LB) Jamie Collins 
(Sr.) did a really good job of continuing to keep people in the game that had to come in and out of the huddles. He did a 
really good job with that.” 
 
On the injury status of DB Denzel Ward and LB Christian Kirksey: 
“All of the updates are really all the same as what you guys [received] – the same thing. We will take the next step with 
them tomorrow.” 
 
On Chiefs QB Patrick Mahomes’ performance: 
“Played well. We forced him into a couple of situations that we normally have been pretty productive on, but give him 
credit. He made some nice plays. He really did.” 
 
On the tone he looked to set on the sideline as head coach, referencing that he looked ‘business like’: 
“Tried to be business like at all times. There are times where whatever my role is with the team, wherever I am positioned 
with the team throughout all of these years. The big thing was to be aggressive and to play aggressively. Our guys responded 
in that way. We have to play better in some situations, but we played aggressively.” 
 
On RB Duke Johnson Jr. being highly involved in the Browns offense: 
“(Offensive coordinator) Freddie (Kitchens) did a good job.” 
 
On emphasizing energy and focus this week, following coaching changes this week: 
“We really do that day by day by day. Seriously, it is not just in the game – every day in how you respond in a meeting, 
how you respond in practice. The philosophy that we have had and the philosophy that I have been raised with in this league 
being around some really, really good coaches on the staffs that I have been on is that is an everyday thing. You do not want 
to wait until Sunday and see it. You want to see it throughout the week. That is what they have been doing all week long.” 
 
On if the Browns attempted multiple fourth down and 2-point conversions due to the opponent: 
“Partially. Partially because of who we are playing from understanding the opponent and also understanding our team.” 
 
On being aggressive in offensive situational football opportunities: 
“It was good to see our team respond. We wanted to see our team respond and wanted to see (QB) Baker (Mayfield) respond, 
and he did a really good job with that and how he lead us in those situations. He did a good job.” 
 



 

 

On reports that DB Damarious Randall was a ‘healthy scratch’: 
“Not a healthy scratch, no. It was my call because I wanted to get him healthy. He has been battling. He has been battling. 
He has been battling, and I just wanted to get him fully ready to roll.” 
 
On if Randall attempted to convince him to play today: 
“That is always between me and him. I like the player. I do.” 
 
On the Chiefs converting multiple third-and-longs early in the game: 
“Have to get off of the field on third down. They made two really good plays on screens. We did not play those screens very 
well. We had some situational stops that are not normal for us – I am talking about on the production. Normally, we have 
been very good on those third down situations. We had a second down screen, and we had a third down screen. Those were 
two bigger plays, and then it pushed them into more first and second down opportunities and we did not respond. We have 
to help each other.” 
 
On Mayfield not wanting to come out of the game and if he saw Mayfield get hit into the head prior to the call from 
the medical spotter: 
“I saw the play, and that is their call. I saw the play, and if I felt there was something wrong, I would have been on top of 
it, but I did not see it that is what their job is. They have to do it. (QB) Tyrod (Taylor) is up, and Tyrod came in and did a 
good job. Freddie and the staff did a good job during that situation, too.” 
 
On if he was surprised there was not a penalty called when Mayfield was hit and ultimately evaluated for a concussion 
and cleared to return: 
“I do not know for sure on that one to tell you the truth. I did not see it that way completely, but we will see.” 
 
On positives for the rest of the season from today’s game: 
“Do not want to pick and choose all of the little things, but there is progress to be made in some areas and we have to get 
better in others. We fought through some of the health issues. We have to get some of the other guys – they have an 
opportunity to play – we have to get them to move up a little bit more. They have to step up a little more and do their job, 
and I have to help them do their job. That is what I have to do.” 
 
On Mayfield’s performance: 
“I have always been impressed with him. I like him as a player, and I like the way I saw on the field with him. I am anxious 
to hear how everybody says tomorrow, the responses and how he improved. You can see the guy belongs in our league. He 
led our football team. I am sure there will be things he says he will get better, he will get better and he will get better – 
seeing it before it happens.” 
 
On who he communicates with on the headset: 
“Everybody. Technology has gotten us to that point. In the old days, you did not have headsets, but I talk to everybody.” 
 
On if he communicates with more people in his role as a head coach: 
“There was just because offensively, they have more people on their line. Defensively, I do not have that many people on 
my line. They are there, they can hear me. It was very, very good communication. Freddie and his staff did outstanding on 
the process they were working with. I needed to hear that process and was good with it, and everything else was the same. 
(Special Teams Coordinator) Amos (Jones) was the same. All that kind of stuff was the same.” 
 
 
 
 



 

 

On the defensive effort today, given the multiple injuries sustained: 
“I am never going to be satisfied until you shut somebody out, but they played hard. We have to tackle better, and we have 
to produce a couple of other places on some pivotal play type things that could have forced them to have more third downs. 
We need to create more third down opportunities.” 
 
On if Collins is going as hard as he can: 
“Jamie is doing a lot of things. Jamie is handling a lot of things for us. He is being the vocal person on the field. He is the 
quarterback on defense, and he is playing like our quarterback” 
 
On how Browns players responded to adversity this week, referring to coaching changes and injuries: 
“In all honesty, [they responded] each and every day. I addressed that with them each and every da. Every day, I never saw 
any flinch. Never saw a flinch today. Never saw body language poor today. You have to build on that. This is the National 
Football League. There are no excuses. You have to continue to get better. You have to. We all have to.”  
 
On Kitchens’ offensive gameplan: 
“It was really good. It was based upon what the guys we had here that are up and ready to roll. They are based towards those 
kinds of guys. I am sure that he will have some things that he wants to improve on and everything, but it was very organized 
and there was no flinching at all. Like I said before, it is not that hard. You have to stay on time. You have it down. He did 
a really good job too involving other people – from the quarterbacks and involving their processes and their ideas and their 
thoughts which is good. I do the same thing defensively. We always do it that way, but I thought he did a good job with 
that.”  
 
On if Mahomes will be a great quarterback for a long time in the NFL: 
“It is hard to predict that. It is about through an evolution, but for a young guy, he has come a long way in a quick amount 
of time.” 
 

# # # 
 
 



 

Cleveland Browns vs. Kansas City Chiefs 
QB Baker Mayfield 

11-4-18  
 
QB Baker Mayfield:  
On if the changes made on offense were effective:  
“We are still running the same offense, but I think we just tried to do what we are best at. Offensively, I 
think there was a lot more good in this game than we had in the past. I think there is a lot to build on, but 
there is obviously so much more room for improvement. When you are playing a team like that, you have 
to stay in the game. You have to give yourself chances. You have to do the little things right. You have to 
chip away, take time off of the clock just because of the offense that they have. There was a lot of good 
on offense, but we just have to keep getting better.” 
 
On keeping focus, given coaching changes:  
“We had to block out the outside noise. We had to focus in and had to do our job on Sunday. All of the 
distractions could have been an excuse, but I do not think any of the guys handled it that way. They 
handled it in a professional manner. They handled it the right way. They came out, and we just have to be 
better. We have to do everything right. We have to focus in. When stuff goes wrong, you have to play the 
next play.” 
 
On RB Duke Johnson Jr.’s performance: 
“Duke made a bunch of plays for us today. Obviously, he is one of our playmakers. Whenever we get a 
chance to get him going… Those are the types of plays we expect him to have. That is what he is capable 
of. That is what he has shown time in and time out when you get him involved that much. We have to 
continue to build on that. I say there is a lot to build on, we had (OL) Greg Robinson start at left tackle. 
He played well. Stuff like that. There is positive right there. We just have to see that positive because you 
could very well throw in the towel at this point, but that is not what we are going to do. That is not what 
we are about.” 
 
On if he believed the whistle blew before being hit on the sack when he ultimately left the game for 
a few plays after the medical spotter called for him to be evaluated for a concussion:  
“I would have to look at it. I really do not think so. I think the rule is if they see me messing with my 
helmet, they are going to take precaution. When you get hit in the head, your helmet moves around so I 
am going to shift it so it fits correctly. They are going to take the precaution. It is just interesting how it 
works. I had to come out of the game and take the exam. It takes a couple of plays.” 
 
On the officials not throwing a flag after he was hit in the head:  
“I will have to look at it.” 
 
On if the Browns need to aspire to be like the Chiefs offense to be successful in the NFL: 
“No, I think that we do is perfectly fine. We just have to be better at it. They have guys who are making 
their plays. Their quarterback is putting it in the right spot. He is giving them a chance to win. We just 
have to be better. We are not going to abandon ship with what we are doing and try to do the Chiefs 
offense. We just have to trust our guys, trust our playmakers and do our job.” 
 
On if the Browns need to adjust to be more like the Chiefs offense in the long term:  
“They are not doing anything unbelievable that they invented. They are getting their guys in good 
positions. They are running screens and executing them. They are getting one-on-one matchups and 
taking advantage of mismatches that they like. That is the type of thing that you are seeing. That is what 
every offense tries to do is put them in a good position to win.” 



 

 
On offensive coordinator Freddie Kitchens calling plays and if it was a point of emphasis to involve 
Johnson more: 
“I would say that the only difference with Freddie and everything is there was so much more 
communication during the week. We wanted to make sure that everyone was on the same page. He was 
very vocal about if we are not comfortable doing something as players, then we are not going to do it. 
There was a lot of back and forth throughout the week, talking about the little details and things here and 
there. I think that is why we played better on offense today. It was we are going to do what we are best 
and continue to get better at that. We said we were going to get the ball in our playmakers hands, and that 
is why you say Duke more involved. It was good to see some of those other guys involved, too.” 
 
On if he liked the aggression attempting multiple fourth down and two-point conversions: 
“Yeah, I loved going for it on fourth down, especially when we are getting it. That definitely helps. I do 
not think I would answer it that way if we did not get those. When it comes down to the two-pointers, that 
was one of those things that we talked about. We were going to go for it on that drive when we scored. 
After that, you are kind of playing catch up, but we were also playing catch up over all in the game so 
trying to earn points back.” 

On moving around more inside and outside the pocket today: 
“We moved the pocket a little bit. We got the ball out fast. They have some pass rushers that they speed 
rush off the edge so anytime you have guys like that, you are getting the ball out quick and that frustrates 
them. We did that, moved the pocket, some boots and some different stuff here and there. On the 
scramble drill late in the game, the interception, I just have to have vision of the whole field. The corner 
has his eyes back inside because he is playing Cover 2. We have what we want. We just have to be able to 
execute.” 
 
On General Manager John Dorsey helping build the Chiefs and if that offers hope for the future of 
the Browns: 
“Absolutely. We believe in what he is doing. We believe in the guys that he has brought in here and 
everything they are about. It is about building culture. That is where it starts. He established a culture 
there. He brought in the right pieces. You have to get people to believe in that. It doesn't matter who you 
have if you have that fixed, then you can go a long way. We are working on that. Like I said earlier, we 
have to keep getting better.” 
 
On if there were fewer plays in the gameplan:  
“No, I think we had just about similar if not a couple of more. You have to be able to execute it. We can’t 
change what we are doing. We just have to do it.” 
 
On if he feels extra pressure when playing against a high-power offense:  
“When we get the opportunity, yes. There were some open plays that we just have to take advantage of. 
You feel pressure because of the score in the game but not that we need to earn it all back on one play. 
We just have to do our job. Some of those plays that we had open guys, I have to hit them. Just have to 
take advantage of the opportunity.” 
 
On Chiefs QB Patrick Mahomes’ performance: 
“He threw for a lot of yards. I think he played well. Obviously, they came out with a win. I know Patrick 
well enough to know that even if he did not play well individually, a win is a win. You have to see the 
positives in that. I was able to see some of the times that he was stepping up into the pocket extending plays. 
It is what we all know that he can do. He just does it every day.” 
 



 

On Head Coach Gregg Williams’ approach to leading the Browns: 
“Trying to block all of the distractions. We have to stay together as a team. To not use it as an excuse. To 
get better each week, to realize that there is a lot of ball left in this season and to see where we can take this 
thing. Like I said earlier, it is about the culture, and he is continuing to do that. Right now, it is more 
important than ever.” 
 
On if RB Nick Chubb is starting to settle into his role as starting RB: 
“Absolutely. I think that the more carries that you get him, the more that he gets going. He is a physical 
runner. Very rarely is it one person that brings him down. He just keeps those legs churning and gets the 
extra yards that make a difference.” 
 
On if losing is starting to wear on him: 
“No.” 
 
On how to keep losing from wearing him down: 
“Have to go to work tomorrow and have to get better. That is why I said that there were a lot of positives. 
You have to find those positives. You have to build on it to where eventually the positives outweigh the 
negatives and you are not dealing with losses, you are dealing with wins and then you are trying to eliminate 
the negative stuff. Right now, we are at a point where we need to keep getting better at what we are good 
at and go on from there.” 
 
On positive takeaways from the game: 
“(OL) Greg Robinson starting at left tackle and playing well. In the first half, we had four drives – two 
touchdowns and a field goal. That is better than what our first halves normally have been. That is a positive. 
I just think we did our job better today but not good enough. We have to keep getting better.” 
 
On if there are positive takeaways from his individual play: 
“Absolutely. I think that I took a big jump from the past weeks to today. I have to continue to do that.” 
 
On the feeling when the he and the offense are establishing a rhythm: 
“It is just exciting for the team. Whenever I get going, normally everybody else gets rolling, as well. It is 
football. If your quarterback is playing well, normally the rest of the offense is, too. It is a great feeling. 
That is the consistency that I am trying to find so that we can find that.” 
 
On if sees himself achieving the same accolades in his future that Mahomes is currently 
accomplishing: 
“I do not think I am watching him directly comparing myself to him. I have always respected him and his 
game. We do some things similar, but at the same time, we are different players. I do not know. He is 
making a lot of great plays so I would love to do that, too.” 
 
On biggest area of improvement for him today: 
“I think just communication on all fronts. We were all on the same page more. We were able to use a little 
bit of cadence. We were able to push the ball down field. There were still shots to be had. I will continue 
to learn these guys and put it in the right spot for them.” 
  

# # # 
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Cleveland Browns Players 
 
BROWNS PLAYERS 
 
OL Joel Bitonio: 
On the Browns’ performance: 
“I thought we had a good plan on offense. We wanted to control the clock, maintain possession and keep their offense off 
the field for as long as possible. I think there were a few opportunities between the 2-point conversions, the field goal and 
the punt where we wanted to keep those drives going. It’s tough, though. We try to do our part, the defense does their part 
a lot and it’s a tough game. We couldn’t find a way to put it all together today.” 
 
On trying to keep pace with the Chiefs offense: 
“With them being the highest scoring team in the league, you have to find a way to put as many points up as possible. We 
were close at halftime, and we thought that if we could get a stop early in second half, we could run down there and 
maybe take the lead. That did not happen for us, but we kept fighting. They are a good team, one of the best in the league, 
and we tried to be right there with them for as long as we could.” 
 
On the offensive gameplan today: 
“I thought we had a good mix of run and pass. We kept running the ball, and we were successful at that, along with (QB) 
Baker (Mayfield) taking his shots when he needed to. Baker had some check downs and got (RB) Duke (Johnson Jr.) the 
ball a little bit, who made some plays for us. I know there were a few plays that we wanted back, but we were calling all 
the plays that we have had in our playbook before. I think we executed a little bit better as an offense, and that is part of 
it.” 
 
On Head Coach Gregg Williams being aggressive on offense and going for 2-point conversions: 
“Coach mentioned it this week. We did not practice it too much, but we mentioned that we were going to take our chances 
when we got them. Then before the game today he told the captains that if we are in this situation, we are probably going 
to go for it. Baker Mayfield and (Offensive Coordinator Freddie) Kitchens knew so the guys that were calling the plays 
knew that on Third-and-9, we did not need to get all of it on this play.”  
 
On the mindset on going for 2-point conversions: 
“I think the stats show that more chances you can go for it on Fourth-and-short, it helps extend drives, maintain ball 
control, and gives the offense more chances. If you are punting from the defense’s opposing 40-yard line and it’s a 
touchback, then that is only a 20-yard difference compared to if you go for it on Fourth and don’t get it. It is something we 
like as an offense, though. We get more plays out there and it shows that he has trust in us. Coach knows that we have the 
chance to make something happen, and it is cool that he has faith in us.” 
 
 
DB TJ Carrie: 
On the Browns’ defensive struggles today: 
“The biggest thing that really affected us was that we lost two of our starting corners in the first drive. That definitely put 
us in a different situation. We practice with those guys throughout the week, and when those guys go down, it changes the 
gameplan. They are a high-powered offense, and I don’t think we did a good job at all stopping their momentum.” 
 
On the Chiefs scoring 37 points today: 



 

 

“The Chiefs have done it for so many of their past games, and I felt like we had a great gameplan going in before 
everything happened. That’s this league and things happen. You have to be able to adapt and have players come in and 
make plays, but that did not happen at all.” 
 
On the difficulties of multiple injuries on the defensive side of the ball: 
“It’s a tough one. Especially with the talent of the guys that went down, it is very hard to replace those. We have already 
had a couple of corners go down as well so your depth can only go so far. Now it is going to be time for all of us to step 
our game up, myself included. We have to coach everybody up so our guys can all be on the same page, and we can gel 
together to finish out the season.” 
 
On Head Coach Gregg Williams’ gameplan today: 
“I think the biggest difference was that he was more aggressive. There were more Fourth downs that we went for, a lot of 
2-point conversions and switching the gameplan up to give the offense as many opportunities as they can have to continue 
to make plays. I think the offense did a really good job. I don’t think we helped them at all defensively of keeping their 
offense off the field and giving our offense more possessions.”  
 
On the Chiefs running backs’ performance: 
“This league is turning into a lot more running backs being able to be more than just a one-dimensional type of player. 
Being able to catch the ball out of the backfield and becoming receivers has become a standard and a transition that is 
really switching over in the NFL. You are starting to get running backs that can not only run, but they can catch screens, 
they can catch passes and you can put them out against linebackers and have those guys run routes. In their offense, they 
have great backs that can do that and make people miss.” 
 
 
DL Myles Garrett: 
On the performances by Cleveland natives Chiefs TE Travis Kelce & RB Kareem Hunt: 
“They’re good players.  It doesn’t matter where you are from, you can be good from any state.  They just went out there 
and did what they’ve done all season - make plays when they need to be made.” 
 
On the impact of the injuries on the defense: 
“It didn’t really change [the gameplan]. We ran the same things we would have if everybody was out there.  We didn’t 
execute as we should have.” 
 
On if it hurts to see those injuries to the defense: 
“It hurts to see anybody or any group that wounded, but we have to keep going – next man up.  We have to do the best 
with what we have up there.  Everybody is quality and capable of making plays back there on any part of our defense.  We 
just need to make more plays.” 
 
On if there was a different feel under Head Coach Gregg Williams: 
“A little bit.  Felt like people were a little more confident.  He was going for it every time.  On those fourth downs, we 
were going for it, too.  He’s just trying to build a different atmosphere around here, and people are liking it.” 
 
On if there are some things missing on defense: 
“I don’t think things are missing.  I think we ran into some good offenses, guys who can throw the ball and run the ball 
well.  It’s hard to stop both.  We have to make sure we can execute the plan and do what we need to stop them.  We 
haven’t, and it’s on to next week.” 
 



 

 

 
 
WR Jarvis Landry: 
On the offensive game plan today: 
“The offensive gameplan was not any different today. We ran most of the same plays. They were just called differently in 
situations.” 
 
On the Browns going for more 2-point conversions today: 
“It is a real positive thing to have those opportunities. We have to find a way to convert all of them.” 
 
On (RB) Duke Johnson Jr.’s performance: 
“I loved it. We need to get him the ball even more. I know (Offensive Coordinator) Freddie (Kitchens) did a good job of 
obviously trying to get him the ball as much as we can, and that is what this offense has to be.” 
 
On if the Browns have the offensive weapons to compete with the Chiefs: 
“I am not worried about them. I think it comes down to us executing the gameplan, not hurting ourselves on offense by 
getting behind the chains or turning the ball over.” 
 
On the Browns’ injuries on defense: 
“It sucks to see so many guys go down with injuries. Our guys stepped in and tried to do their best to make plays for this 
team, but that is the mentality we need. You never know what the situation is going to be.” 
 
 
QB Baker Mayfield:  
On if the changes made on offense were effective:  
“We are still running the same offense, but I think we just tried to do what we are best at. Offensively, I think there was a 
lot more good in this game than we had in the past. I think there is a lot to build on, but there is obviously so much more 
room for improvement. When you are playing a team like that, you have to stay in the game. You have to give yourself 
chances. You have to do the little things right. You have to chip away, take time off of the clock just because of the 
offense that they have. There was a lot of good on offense, but we just have to keep getting better.” 
 
On keeping focus, given coaching changes:  
“We had to block out the outside noise. We had to focus in and had to do our job on Sunday. All of the distractions could 
have been an excuse, but I do not think any of the guys handled it that way. They handled it in a professional manner. 
They handled it the right way. They came out, and we just have to be better. We have to do everything right. We have to 
focus in. When stuff goes wrong, you have to play the next play.” 
 
On RB Duke Johnson Jr.’s performance: 
“Duke made a bunch of plays for us today. Obviously, he is one of our playmakers. Whenever we get a chance to get him 
going… Those are the types of plays we expect him to have. That is what he is capable of. That is what he has shown time 
in and time out when you get him involved that much. We have to continue to build on that. I say there is a lot to build on, 
we had (OL) Greg Robinson start at left tackle. He played well. Stuff like that. There is positive right there. We just have 
to see that positive because you could very well throw in the towel at this point, but that is not what we are going to do. 
That is not what we are about.” 
 
On if he believed the whistle blew before being hit on the sack when he ultimately left the game for a few plays 
after the medical spotter called for him to be evaluated for a concussion:  



 

 

“I would have to look at it. I really do not think so. I think the rule is if they see me messing with my helmet, they are 
going to take precaution. When you get hit in the head, your helmet moves around so I am going to shift it so it fits 
correctly. They are going to take the precaution. It is just interesting how it works. I had to come out of the game and take 
the exam. It takes a couple of plays.” 
 
On the officials not throwing a flag after he was hit in the head:  
“I will have to look at it.” 
 
On if the Browns need to aspire to be like the Chiefs offense to be successful in the NFL: 
“No, I think that we do is perfectly fine. We just have to be better at it. They have guys who are making their plays. Their 
quarterback is putting it in the right spot. He is giving them a chance to win. We just have to be better. We are not going 
to abandon ship with what we are doing and try to do the Chiefs offense. We just have to trust our guys, trust our 
playmakers and do our job.” 
 
On if the Browns need to adjust to be more like the Chiefs offense in the long term:  
“They are not doing anything unbelievable that they invented. They are getting their guys in good positions. They are 
running screens and executing them. They are getting one-on-one matchups and taking advantage of mismatches that they 
like. That is the type of thing that you are seeing. That is what every offense tries to do is put them in a good position to 
win.” 
 
On offensive coordinator Freddie Kitchens calling plays and if it was a point of emphasis to involve Johnson more: 
“I would say that the only difference with Freddie and everything is there was so much more communication during the 
week. We wanted to make sure that everyone was on the same page. He was very vocal about if we are not comfortable 
doing something as players, then we are not going to do it. There was a lot of back and forth throughout the week, talking 
about the little details and things here and there. I think that is why we played better on offense today. It was we are going 
to do what we are best and continue to get better at that. We said we were going to get the ball in our playmakers hands, 
and that is why you say Duke more involved. It was good to see some of those other guys involved, too.” 
 
On if he liked the aggression attempting multiple fourth down and two-point conversions: 
“Yeah, I loved going for it on fourth down, especially when we are getting it. That definitely helps. I do not think I would 
answer it that way if we did not get those. When it comes down to the two-pointers, that was one of those things that we 
talked about. We were going to go for it on that drive when we scored. After that, you are kind of playing catch up, but we 
were also playing catch up over all in the game so trying to earn points back.” 

On moving around more inside and outside the pocket today: 
“We moved the pocket a little bit. We got the ball out fast. They have some pass rushers that they speed rush off the edge 
so anytime you have guys like that, you are getting the ball out quick and that frustrates them. We did that, moved the 
pocket, some boots and some different stuff here and there. On the scramble drill late in the game, the interception, I just 
have to have vision of the whole field. The corner has his eyes back inside because he is playing Cover 2. We have what 
we want. We just have to be able to execute.” 
 
On General Manager John Dorsey helping build the Chiefs and if that offers hope for the future of the Browns: 
“Absolutely. We believe in what he is doing. We believe in the guys that he has brought in here and everything they are 
about. It is about building culture. That is where it starts. He established a culture there. He brought in the right pieces. 
You have to get people to believe in that. It doesn't matter who you have if you have that fixed, then you can go a long 
way. We are working on that. Like I said earlier, we have to keep getting better.” 
 



 

 

On if there were fewer plays in the gameplan:  
“No, I think we had just about similar if not a couple of more. You have to be able to execute it. We can’t change what we 
are doing. We just have to do it.” 
 
On if he feels extra pressure when playing against a high-power offense:  
“When we get the opportunity, yes. There were some open plays that we just have to take advantage of. You feel pressure 
because of the score in the game but not that we need to earn it all back on one play. We just have to do our job. Some of 
those plays that we had open guys, I have to hit them. Just have to take advantage of the opportunity.” 
 
On Chiefs QB Patrick Mahomes’ performance: 
“He threw for a lot of yards. I think he played well. Obviously, they came out with a win. I know Patrick well enough to 
know that even if he did not play well individually, a win is a win. You have to see the positives in that. I was able to see 
some of the times that he was stepping up into the pocket extending plays. It is what we all know that he can do. He just 
does it every day.” 
 
On Head Coach Gregg Williams’ approach to leading the Browns: 
“Trying to block all of the distractions. We have to stay together as a team. To not use it as an excuse. To get better each 
week, to realize that there is a lot of ball left in this season and to see where we can take this thing. Like I said earlier, it is 
about the culture, and he is continuing to do that. Right now, it is more important than ever.” 
 
On if RB Nick Chubb is starting to settle into his role as starting RB: 
“Absolutely. I think that the more carries that you get him, the more that he gets going. He is a physical runner. Very 
rarely is it one person that brings him down. He just keeps those legs churning and gets the extra yards that make a 
difference.” 
 
On if losing is starting to wear on him: 
“No.” 
 
On how to keep losing from wearing him down: 
“Have to go to work tomorrow and have to get better. That is why I said that there were a lot of positives. You have to 
find those positives. You have to build on it to where eventually the positives outweigh the negatives and you are not 
dealing with losses, you are dealing with wins and then you are trying to eliminate the negative stuff. Right now, we are at 
a point where we need to keep getting better at what we are good at and go on from there.” 
 
On positive takeaways from the game: 
“(OL) Greg Robinson starting at left tackle and playing well. In the first half, we had four drives – two touchdowns and a 
field goal. That is better than what our first halves normally have been. That is a positive. I just think we did our job better 
today but not good enough. We have to keep getting better.” 
 
On if there are positive takeaways from his individual play: 
“Absolutely. I think that I took a big jump from the past weeks to today. I have to continue to do that.” 
 
On the feeling when the he and the offense are establishing a rhythm: 
“It is just exciting for the team. Whenever I get going, normally everybody else gets rolling, as well. It is football. If your 
quarterback is playing well, normally the rest of the offense is, too. It is a great feeling. That is the consistency that I am 
trying to find so that we can find that.” 
 



 

 

On if sees himself achieving the same accolades in his future that Mahomes is currently accomplishing: 
“I do not think I am watching him directly comparing myself to him. I have always respected him and his game. We do 
some things similar, but at the same time, we are different players. I do not know. He is making a lot of great plays so I 
would love to do that, too.” 
 
On biggest area of improvement for him today: 
“I think just communication on all fronts. We were all on the same page more. We were able to use a little bit of cadence. 
We were able to push the ball down field. There were still shots to be had. I will continue to learn these guys and put it in 
the right spot for them.” 
 

# # # 
 
 



 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. Kansas City Chiefs  
11-4-18 

Kansas City Chiefs Head Coach Andy Reid 
 
Head Coach Andy Reid: 
Opening statement: 
“That was a nice performance. I don’t really have too much on the injury report. (WR) Sammy (Watkins) banged up his 
foot a little bit, but it looks like he should be fine. (LB Anthony) Hitchens and (WR) Tyreek (Hill) did a real nice job of 
playing today. They were tender coming in, but they pushed through and all that, and did a nice job of playing. Overall, I 
thought it was a good game. I thought the guys came out and fought. These are tough – these kinds of situations – it’s a 
unique situation. It’s a tough thing to fight through and I thought the guys came out and played hard. We had too many 
penalties. If there’s a negative, we had 86 yards off 11 penalties, which is ridiculous. You can’t do that. That’s like a full 
day of hard work right there and going backwards. You don’t want that. There were some great individual performances. I 
should probably start with 15 (QB Patrick Mahomes). I thought he did a nice job of working things. I thought the 
offensive line gave him an opportunity with time to be able to throw the ball. Then, his guys on the outside I thought did a 
nice job too. Then (RB) Kareem (Hunt) just continues to pound. I thought he was well over 100, but he wasn’t. He sure 
had some nice hard yards there, and was just an inch under 100. I keep saying I have a hard time believing anybody is 
playing better at that position than he is right now. (TE Travis) Kelce again in front of his home crowd here, I thought did 
a nice job with his execution. I think he had a couple of touchdowns, and that’s tribute to him and his hard work. It was 
good to see some of these guys from Cleveland to have an opportunity, not only from the Browns but also from the area 
here, to perform well. I would tell you that the three offensive linemen that were here have done a real nice job for us. 32 
(RB Spencer Ware) played a heck of a game. He’s a running back from Cincinnati, but it’s close enough. Then the 
interception – our defense, at opportune times, steps up and makes plays. You saw that on the fourth down. You saw it on 
the interception by 20 (CB Steven Nelson). Stevie (Nelson) made a nice play right there. Then with the blocked punt – I 
thought that was unbelievable. 26 (RB Damien Williams) did a nice job blocking that thing. About 90% of the time, that 
ball bounces right back to you, and it didn’t bounce this time for him, but he got a lot of rhythm for that. Also, it was great 
to have as many fans here as we had. You go under that tunnel after the game, and what a great feeling.” 
 
On Travis Kelce and Kareem Hunt coming home: 
“Well, all those guys. They don’t need much to get them going, but that little extra doesn’t hurt. They were excited to be 
here. They get to play in front of family and friends. It can get expensive at times, but it’s worth it.” 
 
On Travis Kelce’s second touchdown and his ability to run that route: 
“He did a great job. I haven’t seen that since Mike Bartrum was playing for me. He did a nice job right there. A very nice 
job. A great job actually. Kelce has a great feel for the game. It’s not just running routes; there’s more to it for him. He’s 
very smart and a very smart player.” 
 
On the precision of Patrick Mahomes second touchdown pass to Travis Kelce: 
“It was great trust right there. That’s phenomenal trust. There’s a lot of hours that go into that and then for Travis (Kelce) 
to go up and pluck it and set it the way he did. There’s a lot of trust between those two right there.” 
 
On Spencer Ware’s ability to catch the ball in the backfield on third down: 
“Huge. Those were huge. The screen to start it off because it was third and a zillion, and he makes it and cuts back on it 
and did a great job. Again, we’re fortunate to have him, whether he’s been a quality starter for us, a backup or a special 
role that he has, but the unique thing about these guys is that they never complain. No one ever says anything about 
someone else. If someone else gets the ball and makes a play that all cheer, and that’s a neat deal.” 
 



 

 

On still learning new things to create screens: 
“I’ll tell you one fun thing about this. To be 60 years old and still do this and be excited about it is that every day is 
different. It comes down to those types of plays. There’s also something new that you can work with and do, or that you 
see other people do. That’s what keeps it exciting. Everyday I’m learning and I love that part of it.” 
 
On his favorite part of the screens: 
“My favorite thing is the one like Kareem had where he scores. Those are the ones.” 
 
On Kareem Hunt improving in his second year: 
Yeah, he’s better. I would say he’s better in the second year. He has a better feel for everything, including the protections, 
which is the toughest thing for these guys to know. If we can keep them in on third down to know that we have the 
confidence. If we don’t, then 32 (Spencer Ware) can step in and do it, but for Kareem – he could easily be the guy there, 
but that’s the toughest part of it. Then setting up routes is the second thing, and he does a great job of that. Being patient 
in the run game – he’s a lot more patient with things. Then, when he goes – he’s going to punish you when he goes.” 
 
On Patrick Mahomes’s start to the season: 
“You appreciate it when you’re around him every day, just the spirit that he brings, and the attitude that he has. You don’t 
even worry about him having a big head or getting complacent. It’s a weird deal – he just goes out there and plays. He 
works hard. He loves doing it. He just goes about his business the way that you’re supposed to do it. I’m sure it’s 
something he learned from his mom and dad, and my hat goes off to them.” 
 
On Patrick Mahome’s waving for the medical staff for Cleveland DB E.J. Gaines: 
“I did, yes I saw that. I saw the kid get hit too. That was a cruncher. It was a loud one. He was worried about him. You 
could hear that one. It was a violent blow right there. That’s all part of Patrick.” 
 
On the end of the first half and the intentional grounding call: 
“Listen, I take pride in knowing the rules, and this one must have been in the archives. Whoever created it, I need to talk 
to him. I’m not sure I understand the logic behind it. (Line Judge) Mark (Steinkerchner) would know it, he’s been around, 
he did our Super Bowl game a long time ago, and he’s a pretty sharp guy, but he pulled that one out of left field on me.” 
 
On Cleveland’s new play-calling and Cleveland OC Freddie Kitchen’s aggressiveness: 
“I wasn’t surprised at all. By the way, I thought that (OC Freddie) Kitchens did a nice job. We knew they were going to 
do everything that they could do to win the football game. If it meant going for it on 4th down, they would go for it on 4th 
down. If it was doing a few razzle dazzle things, they were going to do it. Whether it was defense, offense or special 
teams. That’s what you get when you get into that situation, but yeah there were some nice plays.” 
 

# # # 
 
 



 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. Kansas City Chiefs  
11-4-18 

Kansas City Chiefs QB Patrick Mahomes 
 
On his precision of Chiefs TE Travis Kelce second touchdown reception: 
“We knew if we got that wide Cover 2, red zone-two coverage that I was going to give (Chiefs TE) Travis (Kelce) that 
check. He ran a great route and I knew that if I just put it up there and give him a chance, he can go get it. I threw it up top 
and he made a great play on the ball. He made me look a lot better that he caught it.” 
 
On the play where he hit Kelce on the run: 
“Yeah, it was right after we had third-and-long the play before.  I kind of let the ball go a little early. He opened up and I 
threw the ball behind him. He made another great catch and got the first down that got the chains moving.” 
 
On what happened at the end of the first half:  
“Yeah, we’ve been over that situation. That was on me.  The penalty no matter if we except or decline it, the clock stops. 
So technically, me spiking the ball like that is almost an intentional grounding penalty. At the same time, the refs said they 
hadn’t seen that happen in 40 years.  I just thought, decline the penalty, the clock was going to roll, so tried to spike it and 
save the time out. (Chiefs T Mitchell) Schwartz actually told me you can’t do that, but I just thought we could get away 
with it, and we didn’t. It made a difference for sure at that half.”  
 
On RB Kareem Hunt’s excitement to play at home; 
“Yeah, I thought he played really well catching and running the ball. He is a pivotal point in this offense. When he’s 
running the ball like that, and catching out of the backfield, it makes it that much harder for defenses to stop us. I feel like 
when you have guys like that at every position, trying to do their role and being the person that they are, is when you have 
those good offenses. ‘ 
 
On having multiple weapons: 
“It’s a lot of fun and makes my job a lot easier knowing that I can trust that these guys are going to be in the right spot. 
They are taking care of their business. They are running their routes, making adjustments on the fly because they have 
looked at the film, and they know how to do those things. So them having that much talent as well as studying the film 
that much, that’s what makes our offense so good.” 
 
On Chiefs TE Travis Kelce’s and RB Kareem Hunt’s excitement: 
“I mean Travis is always excited. But, yeah I knew they wanted to play well and win here in Cleveland. They love it here 
in Cleveland so they wanted to play well in front of their families. It was cool for them to have a combined five 
touchdowns between both of them.” 
 
On checking on DB EJ Gaines after rough hit: 
“Football is family. Everybody knows what we all go through, nobody wants anyone to be injured. I knew we had the 
touchdown, so I wanted to make sure that he was all good. Hopefully he’s healthy.”  
 
On whether or not he had an opportunity to speak to Browns QB Baker Mayfield: 
“Yeah, I talked to (QB) Baker (Mayfield) before and after the game. He’s a great guy. He has a ton of talent and he’s 
going to keep getting better every single week. He played well today and the future is bright for him and the Cleveland 
Browns as quarterback.” 
 
 



 

 

On Hunt’s performance: 
“I feel like he’s been the same guy since last year.  He led the NFL in rushing yards last year. I feel like he can go every 
aspect of the game. At the beginning of the season when the other guys were going off, I think we said it as an offense, 
every other game can be your game. So as long as you are doing your job, you’re going to get your chances, and the last 
few weeks it’s been him. He’s been the guy that’s really been carrying the load on this offense, and as we go through the 
season, we are going to keep going through the process and keep getting better.” 
 
On what his improvements can be:  
“On some of the pre-snap situational reads, they have to be the cover-zero late in the game. I knew the pressure was 
coming but I kind of had my eyes down at the last second and didn’t make the proper check. I ended up almost throwing a 
pick. I knew at that time, it didn’t really make that much of an impact on the game, but whenever you get into close ball 
games and playoffs you can’t make those mistakes.” 
 
On the difficulty of the screens:  
“Yeah, but with how well (Chiefs Head) Coach (Andy) Reid explains it, everything goes off of each other.  I think we had 
a screen and it went off of the shovel pass to Kareem the week before.  Things like that, we build on top of each other 
every single week. We are never set in our way, we always want to make the plays better.”  
 

# # # 
 
 



 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. Kansas City Chiefs  
11-4-18 

Kansas City Chiefs Players 
 
CHIEFS PLAYERS 
 
WR Chris Conley: 
On if the Browns defensive game plan surprised the Chiefs offense: 
“Yeah, a little bit. I don’t know if there were some injuries that took place, but they were pretty cover-two 
heavy for the majority of the game. It wasn’t until late in the fourth quarter that they started disguising things 
again. They ran a little bit of man, but mostly cover-two today.” 
 
On playing against the Browns defensive scheme: 
“I’m not really sure what it was. They got guys with spots, and just lined up. We knew what they were going to 
play, and we just had to win.” 
 
On Browns General Manager John Dorsey: 
“John [Dorsey] has always done a really good job of finding talent. He did that in Kansas City, and he’ll do that 
here. He knows what he’s talking about, he knows football, and he can sense things that some other people can’t 
see in people. He’s seen potential and ability in some of the people in this locker room that before they played, 
people wouldn’t really attest to.” 
 
 
LB Dee Ford: 
On the Chiefs strong defensive performance: 
“That’s what we needed today. That’s well-deserved for those guys, and that’s what we need on defense, 
especially when we consider what the ultimate goal is for this team. It’s very important.” 
 
On Browns QB Baker Mayfield: 
“He played well. I don’t really measure what he’s doing, I just want to get the win. I think he did well. He’s 
amazing outside of the pocket and today I don’t think he scrambled that much, which was shocking for us. He’s 
going to be a great player in the league, and I’m just happy we were able to get the win.” 
 
On his feelings on the win: 
“I’m very excited. We’ve got to carry this momentum and keep it going. That was a hard win because 
complacency is an issue when you’re heading into a situation where the team has fired their head coach. You 
kind of expect to win, but not really.  We all get paid and they’re a great team. That was an important win for us 
to not get complacent and we were able to get the job done.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

RB Kareem Hunt: 
On having the opportunity to play in his hometown and in front his High School football team he bought 
tickets for: 
“It’s a dream come true that I’m able to do something like that for my high school, the program and the 
coaches. I really wanted to go out and win this game, because it means more to me than a lot of the other ones.” 
 
On containing emotions playing at home: 
“I was definitely excited coming into the game.  It’s a stadium I used to drive by almost every day. Now, 
actually getting to play on this field, in the NFL, is really honoring.” 
 
On giving first touchdown of the day ball to kid in stands:   
“I was looking for a fan or a little kid.  It’s my hometown. I wanted to give back, so I found a kid who would 
really appreciate it.”  
 
On experiencing playing at home with TE Travis Kelce and getting a win: 
“We were very tight all week.  We knew we were coming home. Travis is one of my best friends on the team 
for sure. We can both relate because we came from this area and we know everything about it. It’s kind of 
special that we are on the same team and can go out there and have a big game for both of us. He had a big 
game and I had a big game, I think only Cleveland people scored today, so that’s a good thing.”  
 
On how much he and Travis talk about home: 
“We talk about home a little bit, but when you are at work, you have to focus on work and the next game. We 
are going to move on from this game and get our mind right for the next one.” 
 
On if he expected OB Patrick Mahomes to have this kind of year: 
“Yeah, I did. I know what type of player he is and how competitive he is. He’s going to take chances and most 
of the time they are good chances.” 
 
On seeing family while in town: 
“Yeah, I got to see my mom, step-dad and brother.” 
 
On QB Patrick Mahomes TD pass to Travis Kelce over the top of defender in back of end zone: 
“I just knew only Travis could get it and Travis did a great job of that.” 
 
On improving on his receiving going into this year: 
“I was looking to get better, I’m always going to try to work on something, even if it’s my cuts or something 
like that. I feel like I have to get better all the time.”   
 
On his feeling when Head Coach Andy Reid calls a screen play that is designed for him: 
“He believes in me.  If I get the ball in some space, I can make the play to get whatever yardage we need.” 
 
On being able to represent the Toledo Rockets: 
“It just shows that you can get players from anywhere. I went to a small high school, a small college and it 
definitely shows there is good football around. You can’t always look at the big time schools and recruits. I was 



 

 

a three-star recruit and those schools believed in me. They were able to give me an opportunity, and I tried to 
take advantage of it, even right now.” 
 
On the screen passes difficulty:  
“Yes it’s a lot of timing and you have to make sure you don’t get grabbed by the defensive line.” 
 
 
TE Travis Kelce: 
On playing well in his hometown: 
“It feels amazing. I was a kid that grew up right down the street in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, dreaming of one day being 
able to play in this stadium in front of these fans. It’s a dream come true. It’s a cool feeling. Browns fans, I’m sorry we 
had to do it, but we’re about business over here in Kansas City. It’s fun playing with these guys in this locker room.” 
 
On how many people came to see him play today: 
“A whole lot.  I couldn’t even count them.  I love every single one of them for coming out and showing support, and 
wearing the red 87 instead of their usual Brownies jerseys.” 
 
On he and RB Kareem Hunt’s five touchdown performance in Northeast Ohio: 
“That just tells you the type of special place that lies here in Northeast Ohio. I give it my heart, man, I love it to death.” 
 
On Kansas City’s offensive success: 
“We got presented another challenge by the offensive coaching staff. (Offensive Coordinator) Coach Eric Bieniemy keeps 
dialing up these plays, and (Head) Coach (Andy) Reid are putting together these unbelievable packages where the ball is 
being fed all over the field to everybody. 15 (QB Patrick Mahomes) is doing an absolutely unbelievable job of finding 
everybody, while the big [offensive] line is keeping him clean.”  
 
 
RB Spencer Ware: 
On the Chiefs success with screen passes: 
“It’s a timing thing. We have to be in-sync with our [Offensive Line]. Our releases are a big part of it – how we 
escape. The downfield ball with (WR) Tyreek (Hill), (WR) Sammy (Watkins), (TE) Travis (Kelce), and (QB 
Patrick) Mahomes throwing it opens it up for us. Then when you have (RB) Kareem Hunt running how he’s 
running, they come up and play the run, and it’s like ‘No – it’s not run, it’s pass – you better get back.’ That 
kind of gives us some cushion right there.” 
 
On his confidence on third down: 
“I keep saying, each week I’m just getting better and better, so I’m just taking it one day at a time. I’m going to 
do what my team asks me to do and just go out there and compete and have fun.” 
 
On if winning a game in Ohio was significant: 
“Not really. It’s okay, but I never was a Bengals fan or Browns fan, so I came in here – another game, one of 
the 32 (teams) – we had to come and handle business.” 
 
 

# # # 
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