
 

Cleveland Browns vs. Atlanta Falcons 
Head Coach Gregg Williams 

11-11-18  
 
Opening statement: 
“Good team win. Played well in all three phases. Played in a good, synchronized, complementary fashion. 
Good to see a couple of young guys step up and do some good things. A couple of the new guys that came 
in off of the streets, (General Manager) John (Dorsey) and those guys did a good job. I think that the coaches 
did a really good job. They had hardly any sleep this week with catching up some people that were new to 
the team. I thought (QB) Baker (Mayfield) played well, ran the team well, ran the clock well and did a good 
job there. It was nice to see (RB Nick) Chubb get a franchise record with a pretty good run.” 
 
On offensive coordinator Freddie Kitchens mentioning earlier in the week about installing the 
wishbone formation: 
“I am glad. When he joked, I am thinking, ‘Oh, here we go’ because it was [in the plan]. He has experience 
in that area as I have experience in that area, too. We have a good package of things that we wanted that 
group of players to come onto the field. We also wanted to see how they would respond. How would they 
visualize or see the package? We had a good package of plays. We had a little no-huddle concept, also, if 
we needed to try to keep that package on the field. Very well-thought out on Freddie and the offensive staff 
on utilizing what we have here.” 
 
On if Mayfield cut it loose, given his message to Mayfield to do so: 
“The thing is that if you take a step back and watch how he managed the game in the huddle, how he 
managed the clock, how he managed the check systems and how he managed the overall communication 
on the offensive side of the ball, a good next step for him, yes.” 
 
On LB Joe Schobert returning from injury: 
“It was nice to see him back. I do not know if he ever wants to coach when he gets done – he has a lot of 
playing time, he is a young player – but he is that smart and that conceptual aware. That did help us there. 
I thought (LB) Tanner (Vallejo) stepped up and did some good things there. We packaged all of those guys 
in and out. The secondary, we packaged those guys in and out pretty well. We had a little bit more rested 
snaps with the defensive line because we were able to do that with how we were managing the clock with 
the offense, defense and special teams.” 
 
On Mayfield distributing the ball to multiple targets and the Browns offense’s weapons: 
“Won the day. That is the big thing. Without looking ahead, we won the day. They did a good job, and he 
did a good job on where you think he is going to go with the ball and how he was able to move things 
around and keep people open all over the field. He did a very good job with that.” 
 
On Mayfield completing his first 13 attempts and the importance of it: 
“[Very important] for his confidence, and it also goes back to show how he worked this week and the little 
nuances that he corrected this week was right. That helps the confidence on continuing to push that same 
way with a few little technique things that he had to do. If you have not played the positon, it is the balance 
of the throwing positon. He corrected his balance and was very accurate. It was good to see.” 
 
On DB T.J. Carrie’s forced fumble at the start of the second half: 
“It is not the first time that he has done that. He does that in practice. He has had several of those already 
this year. It was very big. We had to match the takeaway battle. That was good. Also, the fourth down stop, 
anytime you have fourth down stops, it turns over to takeaways the same way, especially a fourth down 



 

stop in the scoring area. That sends a lot of messages back across the field. It also sends messages to the 
confidence of your own team.” 
 
On the gameplan to contain Falcons WR Julio Jones: 
“The big thing was to try to understand conceptually what they were trying to do, stay on top of him and 
try to make it as difficult as possible to find him.  
 
On the significance of the win after coaching changes and losing consecutive games: 
“All wins are important. In all honest, all wins are important. We talked about that even in that last two 
weeks. How do you win today? How do you win this meeting? How do you win this argument? How do 
you win? It is a way that you understand that is important. This right here is the confidence that we have a 
long way to go yet and we have more games to play. They need to get fresh, they need to get rested, they 
need to get clear minds and get ready for the long haul when they get back.” 
 
On Mayfield’s success managing the clock: 
“The entire game. Opening kickoff. Opening kickoff on. I have been pretty fortunate to understand that, 
and I have been with really good people that understand that before on how we have done that before. We 
have done it well. For both games, we have done that well.” 
 
On earning his first win as head coach in a long time: 
“Take that away. Do not worry about that with me. I love it for them.” 
 
On the Browns defense’s goal line stand: 
“Showed tenacity. Showed a will to protect the goal line. We talk about it every single day in practice, 
whether it is a walkthrough or whether it is a practice or it is a game. That takes the next step in confidence, 
too. That is not the first time since I have been here that we have done that. That is something we have done 
quite a bit in practice and quite a bit in games and have to keep on doing it. It does help in the confidence 
factor that we know what we are doing.”  
 
On what Chubb has shown since taking over as starting RB: 
“The other day when we were talking about it – whatever the question was the other day, and again what 
do I do? Knock on wood. – protect the football. He is a good runner. He has good vision, and then once he 
gets out there, he is not easy to bring down and can run away from you. He showed his runaway ability, 
also, to separate and finish the play. That was excellent.” 
 
On if winning heading into the bye helps create momentum: 
“I will always say every win helps, but we are taking it one day at a time, one game at a time. Now when 
we get ready to come back the next opponent – the Bengals right? I have not looked that far ahead. We will 
be working all time as coaches and give them a little time off too, but we will spend very detailed work on 
self-scout work this week. We always do defensively. We always do that, but we will get ahead and try to 
get a jump on the Bengals, but we have to get refreshed.” 
 
On if Mayfield proving he could play with confidence and lead the team: 
“I believe it is important for the quarterback to have that, but more important I believe as important –for 
everybody else to see that he is charge and now the confidence that each person brings to him. They have 
to bring their own confidence to him.”  
 
On if he felt he had to work to convince himself this game was winnable: 
“No, every day is competition. My whole life every day. Wherever I have been at whatever level, it has 
been that as a position coach, as a coordinator as a head coach, and then that is what they have to understand, 
too. Every day, be on time. That is a winnable situation. Do not be the last in the meeting room. Do not be 



 

the last on the practice field. All of those little bit of things from a disciplinary and accountable things, that 
is how you take the next step or how I believe and now how we believe we take the next step.” 
 
On if OL Greg Robinson starting at LT was a coach’s decision: 
“Yes, it was and we made a decision all week long. Des (OL Desmond Harrison) was doing well, but it 
came down to me. The final trigger was that he would be better coming out of the bye, and let’s not push 
things too fast and felt comfortable with how we were doing last week. Felt comfortable with the plan of 
how we move people around on injuries – next man up this situation, and it worked out well.” 
 
On if there is still a competition for starting LT: 
“Yes it is, and really it is every day, and it is not only that position. It is the receiver position. It is tight end. 
It is linebacker and defensive back. That is how it is on all positions.”  
 
On if anything happened over the last couple days that gave him a hunch that they would win: 
“I thought all last week the way we focused in practice and I thought all this week, too, and that is the only 
way that I or any of us can feel good about is how you get out of each and every day. You do not want 
setbacks. You do not want setbacks in practice. You do not want setbacks and distractions. You do not want 
setbacks in those fashions. These guys, give them credit now. Seriously, give them credit. They have done 
a very good job blocking out lots of different things and doing what needs to be done to be in this position.” 
 
On Mayfield not having any interceptions or sacks after being told to play aggressively: 
“Excellent.” 
 
On the halfback pass that resulted in an interception: 
“We repped it all week long and conceptually, had that not been a zone [coverage], it could have been out 
the gate, but it is just one of those things and they happened to be in a zone coverage over a man coverage. 
Had it been the other one, it just is what it is and we will coach better off of that too in respect of throw it 
away. Maybe I need to have Baker teach (RB Dontrell) Hilliard about 7 on 7 drills or something. It was a 
good concept, and give the Falcons credit and the zone concept that they had. We just have to do better.” 
 

# # # 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Cleveland Browns vs. Atlanta Falcons 
QB Baker Mayfield  

11-11-18  
 
On if he knew he completed his first 13 passes or if it just felt like he was in a great rhythm:  
“I just felt like I was in a great rhythm. We were moving the ball well. I just felt like we were progressing 
as a team.” 
 
On Head Coach Gregg Williams and offensive coordinator Freddie Kitchens saying to cut it loose 
and that they had his back:  
“It comes down to just doing my job. Them saying they trust me enough to let the ball go, I was brought 
here for a reason so just go do my thing. That obviously makes me feel comfortable when they say that. It 
comes down to me doing my job, getting the ball out of my hands. We did a good job of having guys 
open, finding the holes in their defense and getting completions.” 
 
On if he felt like the team was coming together after last week:  
“We have been very close for a little bit. We just finally played well on all three phases. We played 
together, and the defense was getting stops. We complemented them and scored so that is the good part of 
what we are doing right now. We have been very close. We capitalized on it this week.” 
 
On the wishbone formation:  
“It was something, wasn’t it? (Laughter). It is just a different look. It is something that we worked a little 
bit. It was great. Even though we had a turnover, if we would have completed that ball, everybody would 
have been saying, ‘They are brillant.’ Since we had an interception, they are probably going to throw 
Freddie under the bus and say stuff like that. It is something different. We threw a different look. We 
moved the ball well. It was just a thing to switch up the tempo, and I think it was great for our offense.”  
 
On if RB Darius Hilliard through the pass in practice during the week:  
“[He threw the ball in practice] better than that, yes (laughter).” 
 
On the Browns’ offensive weapons: 
“We can do a lot of things. With a healthy (WR Antonio) Callaway and (WR) Breshad Perriman, we can 
do a lot of things. We have guys that can stretch the field. Then you have consistent guys like (WR 
Rashard) Higgins, and (WR) Jarvis (Landry) is one of the smartest players on the field so he is able to 
adjust and do things within our offense. We play off of that with the receivers. We have a lot of talent, 
and we are able to do that. That is why you guys have said that we might need receivers and all that, but I 
have trusted those guys and you saw it today. They were able to do their job. When they do that and when 
we do that, it is something special. When you add in our tight ends, we can be very explosive.” 
 
On RB Nick Chubb’s 92-yard rushing touchdown: 
“It was a great handoff (laughter). Other than, that I do not have… No, we made it look like a run that we 
ran on the last series to the strong side of the formation. When I handed it off, it parted like the Red Sea. 
The whole right side of the line did a great job. (OL) JC (Tretter) had a push-by block. He was in the clear 
after that. I had a pretty good view of it.” 
 
On how much the success of the passing game impacted the run game:  
“They help each other out. That is what we talk about. Being able to run the ball first because it opens up 
the passing game. Then when you do that, it just helps each other out. You have to play complementary 
football with all three phases – offense, defense and special teams. You have to do it on offense, as well, 
within passing and throwing.” 



 

 
On the direct snap to Chubb and if gadget plays make the game more fun:  
“If it works, nobody really questions it and they are like, ‘Wow that is a great scheme., great timing for 
it.’ You just throw mixes in there so you break your tendencies a little bit and do certain things to try to 
find an advantage. On that one, you are trying to snap the ball when they are not ready, thinking that we 
are trying to hard count them to get them to jump offside for a first down and then looking like we are 
frustrated. It is just different stuff.” 
 
On earning a win after a four-game losing streak and the next step: 
“We have to build on it. Like I said earlier in the week, we have to find the positives. We had a lot of 
positives this week. It is going to be about how we handle that – not realizing or thinking that we made it 
because we haven’t. We have a long way to go, but there are a lot of things that we did well today. We 
just need to consistently do that being able to look at this film and learn from the negatives that we had. 
The bright note on that is we did not have very many [negatives]. Learn from that. Eliminate those and 
get everybody healthy in a bye week and come back really strong after that.” 
 
On Chubb playing well after a slower start to the season:  
“He has been waiting for his time. He is a patient guy. He is not going to speak a lot anyway, but he has 
been waiting for his time, I can tell you that. I am very happy for him. He is playing at a very high level. 
The best part about it is he never expected anything else. He is happy with what he is doing. He is going 
to keep trying to do that and running hard for our team. He is getting extra yards. He is creating plays and 
breaking a lot of tackles.” 
 
On Chubb catching the ball out of the backfield: 
“That helps because we have thrown the ball to (RB) Duke (Johnson Jr) so whenever he is in the game, 
people are expecting us to throw it to him. Having Chubb and the ability to throw it to him, as well, mixes 
it up for us.” 
 
On if he knew during warmups that he was going to have a successful day: 
“No. Warmups, not really, but when I woke up this morning, I was feeling pretty dangerous (laughter). I 
just woke up feeling really dangerous (laughter).” 
 
On if he was thinking about scoring a touchdown when RB Dontrell Hilliard’s halfback pass was 
called: 
“I envisioned myself catching a one-handed pass over somebody, something spectacular like that, but the 
reality is I am not that athletic. It could have been big. It could have been a great play. It was taking a shot. 
You have to take your shot plays within the game. You have to be able to put yourself out there and just try 
to make a big play.” 
 
On capitalizing with a TD after a defensive takeaway: 
“Huge. We talked about how we scored late in the first half that last drive we had. Coming out and knowing 
that the defense would be out there first, if we can have a double score is what you call it. They get a 
turnover right there or stop them and then we go in and score right away. That is huge momentum, especially 
coming out of halftime. That was big for us just really taking advantage of the opportunity.” 
 
On managing the clock: 
“I have been used to playing fast and trying to be up-tempo. When we are doing that, we are playing 
aggressive and we are really good when we are doing that. At the same time, when you are playing an 
offense like they have, you have to be able to eliminate some possessions. Take time off of the clock. Be 
able to keep them on the bench and keep them cold to where they are not in a rhythm. We were able to do 



 

that today. Use some clock. I am not sure exactly of the time of possession, but we were able to do that a 
little bit better today.” 
 
On Chubb’s comment about respect for his leadership and the significance of the team believing in 
him: 
“To me, there is nothing better than that. As a quarterback and as somebody that wants to be a leader of this 
team, it does not get better than that.” 
 
On if the Browns rookie class is starting to come into its own: 
“I feel like we have had guys making plays. Obviously, (DB) Denzel (Ward) early on in the year was 
making a ton of plays for us. We knew the potential that we had, but now that Nick is in there starting and 
I am playing a lot more, as well, it is just that we have guys that are doing their job. We were all brought 
here for a reason and being able to have the opportunity to do it and showcase what we are capable of 
doing.” 
 
On his mindset when the Browns were up 28-10: 
“Managing the clock but also not playing too conservative. If you get up another score, then it is really out 
of reach. Trying to find the happy medium within that. Not give them too many opportunities to score. Just 
put it away.” 
 
On not surrendering a sack or turnover: 
“It is huge. Obviously, I am very happy about it, but those five guys in front of me are a lot happier, too. 
They played really, really well today. We are pretty happy about that. I think (offensive line) Coach (Bob) 
Wylie is going to take them to Hyde Park and out for a meal because they had no sacks and 150-plus rushing 
yards. Like I talked about last week, that was one of the positives was the offensive line play. We built on 
that this week. They played better. We have to continue to do that.” 
 
On if OL Greg Robinson’s play at LT gives him extra confidence: 
“Yeah. I think when you are not having to worry about the rush as much, you are able to get comfortable 
back there and just I was able to be decisive and get the ball out quickly. It helps having Greg in there. He 
played great again.” 
 
On how the Browns offense has changed over the past two weeks: 
“Guys believing in themselves, not hesitating and not flinching, just going out and doing your job and doing 
it as fast as you possibly can.” 
 
On being on the positive side of a Chubb explosive performance, referring to facing Chubb and 
Georgia in the Rose Bowl last year: 
“OK, alright (laughter). Sorry, I just starting seeing red (laughter). It is a lot better when he is on my team. 
He is a physical runner. He is able to impose his will. The runs that sometimes end in just four yards, he is 
turning them into six and seven-plus. It hurts a defense. It does. It takes a toll on them late in the game when 
they are realizing they have to gang tackle, they have to bring more people in and they have to swarm to 
the ball. It is really good to have a guy like that on your team.” 
 
On where he sees himself next Sunday during the bye: 
“Healthy and on my way back to Cleveland.” 
 

# # # 
 
 
 



 

Cleveland Browns vs. Atlanta Falcons 
RB Nick Chubb 

11-11-18  
 
On if today was special playing against the Falcons, given his Georgia roots: 
“That is the same game we always play no matter who the opponent is. I know that is my hometown and 
all, but I just prepared like any other game.” 
 
On the 92-yard TD run: 
“Just a great job up front. Those guys blocked hard the whole game, and it was wide open. I remember 
running through and seeing the safety left, and then after that, I see (WR Antonio) Callaway blocking the 
corner, which he did a tremendous job of that. He always does. After that, I am just wide open to the 
house.” 
 
On breaking the Browns record for the longest rush in franchise history: 
“It definitely is very special just being in this place with so much history and so many great running backs 
and to be a part of it breaking records it is a great feeling.”  
 
On how he and QB Baker Mayfield complementing each other, given Mayfield’s 13 consecutive 
completions: 
“I did not know that, and that is what you expect from Baker. He does a tremendous job for us coming in 
here and being a leader stepping up big anytime we need him, and it starts in practice every week. He 
leads us and does everything right.” 
 
On if he saw Callaway waving him to a side on the 92-yard TD rush: 
“Yeah, I did. I almost did not take it (laughter). I am glad I trusted him and took it because after that it 
was wide open to the house.”  
 
On contributing to the win after a slower start to his rookie season: 
“It is always great to win no matter what it takes. I am willing to do anything they ask me to do and I was. 
Not getting many carries, I still took advantage of the ones I got just to help this team anyway I could. 
That is still [the same]. Now, I am getting more carries, and I am going to make the most out of all of 
them.” 
 
On how important it was to win after the four-game losing streak: 
“It is great. It definitely helps the team’s spirit and gets the momentum going into the bye week and just 
build on it and keep going. Like you said, it has been a rough past four weeks with consecutive losses. It 
is great to get this win to keep moving forward.” 
 
On Mayfield’s personality and why teammates would follow him anywhere: 
“He is just a great leader, and you know no matter what is going on around us or outside noise just the 
bad stuff that has not gone well for us, he is going to give us all 100 percent and he is not going to let it 
affect him. Guys, we like that we like that in our quarterback and our leader, and he is fiercely 
competitive. He gives 100 percent every play. Just being on the team with him, everyone just likes it and 
loves him and loves who he is.” 
 
On if having to be patient at Georgia helped him remain patient in the NFL: 
“It is funny you say that because this is the same pattern my freshman year at Georgia was waiting behind 
(Rams RB) Todd Gurley and then getting my chance taking advantage of it. I think that is kind of 



 

repeating now. I just learned a lot from that situation, and I learned when you do get that chance you have 
to take advantage of it.” 
 
On offensive coordinator Freddie Kitchens implementing the wishbone package: 
“It worked well. We were moving them, and we had a bad play call and also a bad throw I guess 
(laughter). You can tell that Coach Freddie loves his running backs because he had us all involved in that 
package.” 
 
On if he was ready for RB Duke Johnson Jr. to pitch the ball on the option play in the wishbone: 
“Yeah, that is tough. It is very hesitant because I am not sure what is he going to do. He can pitch it or 
keep it, and then he kept it and almost pitched it then. Then he finally pitched it the second time so I have 
to be ready at all times.” 
 
On if there is a name for the wishbone package: 
“No, I do not know the name of it. It is a personnel [package].” 
 
On his 13-yard TD reception: 
“It was wide open. It was a screen pass, and I was very patient. I hid behind my blockers, and I caught the 
ball and it was to the end zone wide open.” 
 
On the 13-yard TD reception taking time to develop: 
“That is how it is supposed to be. Just kind of get their eyes and make a diversion and just pop up open.” 
 
On if the key to the play was misdirection: 
“Yeah, pretty much. Just get their eyes somewhere else and not notice me. It worked (laughter).” 
 
On if he feels everything makes more sense compared to the beginning of the season: 
“I feel more comfortable. My eyes are getting better. I am seeing everything up front at first, but the game 
is still fast in every one we play. Just a great defense and great players on the other side of the ball and it 
is always tough, but I am always up for the challenge.” 
 
On if he has seen growth from the Browns OL during the past couple weeks: 
“I definitely have. Those guys are doing a great job for us. I think they have been great the whole year. It 
is just little complications here and there, a little missed assignments that as a whole we had to get better 
at. I think the past two weeks of practice has just kind of settled down and playing for each other. Having 
good practice just kind of simplified things for us.” 
 
On if the most challenging part of his NFL transition is behind him: 
“Yeah, exactly. It is like everything that happened at Georgia is happening here. I had a coach get fired, 
but he got fired at the end of the season. It is tough because you come in with a certain guy as your head 
coach and you become fond of him and learn his ways of coaching, and then you have to just go a 
different way. At first, it is tough. You have to get used to it. It happens to all of the guys to kind of 
switch their mindsets and bond to the new coach, but it takes a while. When everyone finally buys in and 
resells, great things start to happen.” 
 
On if he could feel the energy of the stadium on his long TD run: 
“It was a blur. I did not know what was happening (laughter).” 
 

# # # 
 
 



 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. Atlanta Falcons  
11-11-18 

Cleveland Browns Players 
 
BROWNS PLAYERS 
 
 
OL Joel Bitonio: 
On the running game: 
“It was good. I thought we were running the ball well. Then, that 92-yard run was huge. It really gave us a lot of 
momentum. It was a great offensive game. It was one of those games where everything was working.” 
 
On what the win means: 
“It shows that we’re not dead. It shows that every week, we’re fighting. Coach has been talking about executing. And, 
that’s what we tried to do. We went out there and executed on offense. The defense made some huge stops. And, we got a 
win.” 
 
On how fun it was to win: 
“Sometimes the ball bounces your way and sometimes it doesn’t. Today it bounced our way a little bit. It was fun, though. 
It was fun to get a win in front of the home crowd. They were electric again. Running off the field after a victory is—I  
haven’t had too many of those, and it’s fun when it happens.”  
 
DB T.J. Carrie: 
On covering one of the league’s best in Falcons WR Julio Jones: 
“When you get elite wide receivers like that, the only thing you can do is frustrate them.  Try to get them off 
their game and thinking about why the ref isn’t calling calls or why the offense coordinator isn’t calling the play 
for him.  You do as much as you can to frustrate them.” 
 
On the offense capitalizing on the Falcons WR Mohamed Sanu fumble: 
“Turnovers are a big part of this game.  As many as we can get to the offense, it’s going to be successful for us.  
We try to go out there and get turnovers.  I feel like the last couple of weeks, we’ve slid down from our average.  
We normally average two to three turnovers a game, but it was a big momentum shift in that game.  We came 
out of the half, get the ball for the offense and they go down there and get points.” 
 
On the Falcons entering the game having committed only five turnovers all season: 
“We are the No. 1 turnover defense in this league.  As far as our gameplan, it’s always going and getting the 
ball. Something we hadn’t thought about was the lack of turnovers that they’ve given.  Every day, we feed off 
of getting the ball in practice and making sure that correlates to game day.  Unfortunately today, we only had 
one, but we count those fourth down stops as well, so we had a couple.” 
 
WR Rashard Higgins: 
On his touchdown catch: 
“The play was designed to go to (WR) Jarvis (Landry). Everybody wanted to put an eye on Jarvis, and I was the X-factor. 
They saw me scramble and then, touchdown.” 
 



 

 

On the play calling and execution: 
“It’s been good. Everyone’s had a positive mindset throughout everything. Although a lot of stuff has gone on, it’s a 
player’s game and that’s how we went about it today.”  
 
On his chemistry with QB Baker Mayfield: 
“It’s been good. Everyone’s had a positive mindset throughout everything. Although a lot of stuff has gone on, it’s a 
player’s game and that’s how we went about it today.”  
 
On how nice the win is: 
“We have a lot of momentum. We have to keep our bodies right going into the Bye Week. We have to make sure we’re 
still on top of our game, but, we have a lot of momentum going into the next game.”  
 
On expectations of the team: 
“Last week, when you asked me how we lost that game, I told you ‘it was us.’ Fortunately, today, we came out and 
executed.” 
 
RB Duke Johnson Jr.: 
On if he’s ever run an option before: 
“I knew it was coming. This whole week in practice they were trying to teach me how to lean into the pitch. I wasn’t 
going to mess the pitch up.  I told (RB Nick) Chubb that he needed to be aware because if I take a shot, I’m still going to 
pitch it.” 
 
On RB Nick Chubb’s 92-yard run: 
“That was nothing that I didn’t expect. The moment he broke out, it looked like he was going. I just knew to meet him in 
the end zone. That couldn’t have happened to a better person. He deserves it.” 
 
On putting the ball in his hands: 
“I’m getting there game by game. I think making my plays and catching all of the passes that I’m catching allows me to 
gain that trust from play callers. I’m just going to continue to make plays for my team and help us win.” 
 
On the offense starting quickly: 
“That’s what we need. We always talk about starting fast. We came out to a good start. That’s the best way to start a 
game. It’s about going down, converting when we can and putting it in the end zone.” 
 
On Freddie Kitchens: 
“He’s going to run it. He’s going to run it in different ways and options. Whatever his flavor of the week is, he’s going to 
run it. He just trusts us to go out and execute it.”  
 
On if this was a complete game: 
“I’d have to watch the film. I’m pretty sure that there’s a lot more we can do better. I know there were a lot of times we 
could’ve broken a tackle and created a big play. It was a great game. As far as going out there, competing and executing at 
a high level, it was a great game.”  
 
OL Emmanuel Ogbah: 
On the importance of stopping the running game: 
“It was very important. We pride ourselves on starting fast. That was the main goal this week—slow them down and start 
fast.” 



 

 

 
On how special the win is: 
“It’s very special. I know the guys fought hard. We practiced hard this week. We had a winning mindset that we had to 
win this game going into the bye week.” 
 
On turning turnovers into points: 
“Everything works hand-in-hand. Our offense, special teams, everything works hand-in-hand. We corralled together. We 
affected the quarter-back as he tried to get the ball out so that we could give ourselves a chance to score.”  
 
On what was key on defense to get the win: 
“We needed to be aggressive and to not give them easy catches. Contest all of the catches. We did a good job. We just 
came up with the win so I’m glad about that.” 
 
On goal line stands: 
“It’s man on man. This is my blade of grass. I’m not going to let you cross it. That’s the mindset of the whole defense.” 
 
DB Damarious Randall: 
On if this was a statement win for the team: 
“We just finally put four quarters of football together, just to show what we can do.  That was good football.” 
 
On why it’s been difficult to put four quarters together in the past games: 
“We try to do it each and every Sunday.  Just to see us put it together now shows where this team is pointing 
and the direction we are going.  We are going to keep on building on that and keep fighting.” 
 
On the importance of having himself and LB Joe Schobert back on the field: 
“It is very important just from the communication standpoint and the confidence level that the younger guys 
have in us. I think for them to look back and see us on the field, it just does wonders for the team.” 
 
DL Chris Smith: 
On today’s win being a signature win this year: 
“Putting everything together – (QB) Baker (Mayfield) was on fire, (RB) Nick Chubb was on fire and I go back 
to saying that it’s complementary football.  The offense was doing their thing, and we helped them out.  That’s 
how you put a complete game together, and that is what we did today.” 
 
On trying to keep Falcons QB Matt Ryan on his heels throughout the game: 
“One thing we had to do was stop the run game. I feel like we did that today. They were screening us, drawing 
us and trying to do boots.  That’s one thing we had to do was make them one-dimensional.  Our offense was 
doing their thing – they did last week, too – and we have to help each other out.  We put the complete game 
together. 
 
On the goal line stand in the fourth quarter: 
“That’s big.  That’s one thing that (Head Coach) Gregg (Williams) always preaches is no one crosses our goal 
line.  That’s the mindset and mentality the guys have.  We should have had the other one, too, but we did a great 
job.” 

# # # 



 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. Atlanta Falcons  
11-11-18 

Atlanta Falcons Head Coach Dan Quinn 
 
Head Coach Dan Quinn: 
Opening statement: 
“I told the team I thought we took a step back today. That’s tough to see and tough to say. I also told them we must 
regroup. We’re trying to fight our ass off for consistency, and we certainly made improvement over the last three weeks, 
and we didn’t get the job done today. We certainly lost some of that consistency that we’ve been building towards. For us, 
it’s 100% time to get back to it, watch it tomorrow, regroup, and then right back to the NFC starting this weekend back at 
home.” 
 
On an explanation to the defense coming out flat: 
“No. None. I wish there was. I thought at the half that, just overall as a team, it was 14-10 coming out. We had the 
turnover and they ended up scoring.  Then on the next drive, we didn’t score, but we pinned them deep.  Then to have the 
long run – that was tough to overcome for sure. But no, [there was] no reason why we didn’t play with the effort and 
intensity, and energy I should say, that normally characterizes the guys.” 
 
On the defense not being able to handle the different things the Cleveland offense was trying: 
“That’s part of it, with un-scouted looks, but at the end of the day, still we have rules that we trust and play by.  For us to 
not have that kind of consistency on those, that was for sure a factor on the game, especially in the third quarter.” 
 
On Cleveland’s defense: 
“We knew they were really good at the ball. They had a good turnover margin. They had led the league in takeaways, and 
so we made that a real emphasis for us during the week. We thought we would have some opportunities to create some 
plays in space, and get some explosives, and we didn’t do that to the level that we needed to today.” 
 
On Browns RB Nick Chubb’s long run and how many chances there were to bring him down: 
“I’m not sure. It looked like one, maybe two [chances]. I’ll give you a better assessment on it tomorrow.” 
 
On not getting enough pressure on Browns QB Baker Mayfield: 
“I thought they did a good job. It was more play action, it seemed like. He certainly had some completions, but I came 
into the game knowing that he was an accurate thrower, a tough guy. Even at the end on the 3rd and 1, to go scramble for 1 
– there is a lot of things that we need to work on. That’s what we’re going to get right back to and get it right.” 
 
On whether there was any indication that the Atlanta performance would go this way: 
“No, I certainly didn’t. Every time we go, it’s 100% the same mindset and attitude to go fight for it. Coming into the 
weekend, from a planning standpoint of what they were and how they were going to attack, it was the right way. But like I 
said, we’re fighting for consistency, and we didn’t get that done today. We certainly had a chance, with coming out and 
having the ball in the second half. Like I said, it started with the turnover and kind of went worse from there. I thought 
we’d have a chance at the end of the two-minute at the half to go for one. We always like deferring at the start so that we 
have a chance to go on those, but today we didn’t get that done. That’s been a strong part of our team.” 
 
On struggling on short yards: 
“Number one – yeah it’s disappointing. To be that close to the end zone and not convert and score, that’s discouraging for 
sure. We had our chances for it. We didn’t get the job done.” 
 



 

 

On not running it on the 4th down inside the inch line: 
“I think we had run it on a previous play, so we thought we had a chance either way. In hindsight to look back, I’m not 
going to say it would have been better to run it in that spot, I’m just going to say we had the right call and we thought that 
would get the execution we want.  We didn’t get it.” 
 
On TE Austin Hooper’s near catch in the end zone and the decision not to challenge: 
“We couldn’t tell. We obviously don’t have the view that you guys have at it, so I couldn’t - from my standpoint - say for 
sure that it was in. If it’s not really clear, it’s hard for me to say to go with the challenge. It seems from a league 
standpoint that it better be really clear that he was all the way or was all the way in bounds. When it’s not that way, we 
have a tendency not to go and challenge it. I thought from that spot, honestly, that we had a good chance at the next play.” 
 
On today’s performance and a loss like this and how to handle it from a coaching standpoint: 
“Well number one, when you’re fighting, you’re 4-4 and just trying to keep going and keep digging to battle for it, you’re 
looking for consistent performances. I thought we had made some improvement and some progress, so it’s a setback. I 
like the fight of our guys. I know we’ll come back to fight. When you miss an opportunity, whether it’s a team that people 
on the outside say you should win or one people think the other way, I go into it and think you can get them all. When you 
don’t get that done, for sure it stinks.” 
 

# # # 



 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. Atlanta Falcons  
11-11-18 

Atlanta Falcons QB Matt Ryan 
 
On the difficulty of the loss after a three game win streak: 
“It was disappointing. Obviously you have to give credit to Cleveland. I thought they played really well and made a lot of 
good plays. We fell short and did not make enough plays when we needed to. We didn’t play up to the standard that we 
are capable to playing. We need to do that as we move forward and get ready for next week. We have got to play better.” 
 
On if the Falcons took the Browns lightly after their struggles this season: 
“I don’t think so. I think we have a group of guys that prepare really well week in and week out. We just did not play well 
enough. The mindset was there throughout the week, the execution on Sunday and the performance was not what we 
needed.” 
 
On if the setback surprises him after recent success: 
“It is disappointing because we have been playing better than this the last couple of weeks. We are better than what we put 
out there today. But, you are what you put out there week in and week out, and you are only as good as your last 
performance, and this week it didn’t work out for us.” 
 
On the Falcons struggles in the red zone: 
“I’ll have to take a look at it tomorrow to take a look at why our execution wasn’t good enough. Regardless, we have to 
find a way to score.” 
 
On WR Julio Jones breaking more records and Matt’s experience playing with him: 
“He (WR Julio Jones) is amazing. He really is. He is a unique and special player. He is as talented as probably any player 
that has ever played. His skill-set is phenomenal. He works extremely hard and has been awesome to be around for his 
entire career. I admire the way that he prepares and gets himself ready to play year in and year out - week in and week out. 
It is fun to have been a small part of what he has done.” 
 
On the mentality after this loss: 
“There are seven games to go, and we are right in the mix. Probably the most important part of being a professional is 
being able to move on. That includes being able to move on from both positive experiences and negative experiences. 
Today was disappointing, but we can’t begin to start feeling sorry for ourselves or anything like that. We have to get back 
to work tomorrow to ensure that we play the type of football that we are capable of playing next week. That has to be the 
mindset. That has to be the mindset of our coaching staff and our players. We have to put the work in and try to play 
better next week.” 
 
On the lack of a run game: 
“I’d have to watch it tomorrow, but we got behind which makes it difficult to put up the same type of numbers compared 
to when you are ahead.” 
 
On him providing words of encouragement to WR Calvin Ridley during the game: 
“I don’t remember doing it, but all of that stuff is just encouraging our guys to make plays as we keep going forward. 
(WR) Cal(vin) (Ridley) has done a great job of that for us, and he will do that for us moving forward. It was just 
words of encouragement.  
 
 



 

 

On not calling any quarterback sneaks on the goal line: 
“We had one called, but it took a while for them to set for whatever reason. We did not substitute, but it took a little while 
for them to get set. We had one called but then they jumped offside.” 
 
On passing the ball at the goal line instead of running: 
“I think that was probably the mindset that they had done a good job against the run.” 

 
# # # 

 
 



 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. Atlanta Falcons  
11-11-18 

Atlanta Falcons Players 
 
FALCONS PLAYERS 
 
G Ben Garland: 
On how it felt to play on Veterans Day: 
“It meant a lot.  We really appreciate the sacrifice that the armed forces make for us. Anytime you have the opportunity to 
recognize and thank them, is a good day.” 
 
On what wasn’t working on the field: 
“We have to be able to move the ball and limit the mistakes that we can’t have. 
 
On difficulty of moving the chains on first and second down: 
“It’s always a tough.  Anytime you are behind the chains or third and long, it’s just a tough position.”  
 
On the snap of the winning streak: 
“You have to take it one game at a time, we are going to learn from our mistakes here, get a little better and focus on what 
we need to do to move on.” 
 
DT Grady Jarrett: 
On locker room vibe after the loss: 
“Disappointing, we didn’t put our best foot forward. We can’t do anything about it, but move forward.” 
 
On the Browns success in rushing the ball: 
“We have to be more disciplined upfront.  Giving up 200 (yards) is not something we are proud of. We have to be better, 
there’s no way around it.” 
 
On the Browns ability to scout against the Falcons: 
“Whether they scouted or not, there’s no excuse. You don’t let anyone run the ball on you like that.” 
 
On the possible return of LB Deion Jones next week: 
“It would mean a lot, but at the same time we have to be smart. That’s on him and his foot, that’s his career to think about. 
It is what it is.” 
 
WR Julio Jones: 
On losing momentum with a loss: 
“No, we have to do a better job offensively. They played a lot of two-high the whole game, and we just have to go out 
there and find ways to attack cover two. We know we’re going to see it for the remainder of the season, so it’s up to us to 
go out there and make something happen.” 
 
On coming out flat: 
“No, I wouldn’t say we were flat, we just didn’t attack cover two the way we were supposed to today. That’s all. We went 
out there and competed; they were the better team today, but we’re a better ball club than that.” 
 
On snapping a three-game winning streak: 



 

 

“All of those games are behind us. This one was most important because it was next on the schedule for us. We just have 
to do a better job. That’s it.” 
 
On the loss: 
“At the end of the day, it’s all on us. We’re not looking at other people’s expectations of how we should have played or 
what we should have done different. This is the result of the game. We’re a better team, but we have to fix us, bottom 
line.” 
 
On Falcons Head Cocah Dan Quinn’s message after the game: 
“It’s always tough when you lose. We can make up stuff here and there, but on the end of the day it’s on us. I’m going to 
keep saying that we can play better and we can do better, but with opportunities and things like that, we have to do better. 
That’s it. That’s the bottom line.  We just have to get back to work.” 
 
On reaching 10,000 career receiving yards: 
“I was out here trying to get the win today. I’ve been playing okay, but that’s not anything that’s in my head right now. 
We’ve got to find a way to win ball games.” 
 
T Jake Matthews: 
On rivalry with Browns DE Myles Garrett: 
“I said ‘hi’ to him. He’s had a really good year, so it was good to see a fellow [Texas A&M] Aggie doing well. It was 
nothing too crazy and we went after it, so it was good.” 
 
On the Browns rhythm disrupting the Falcons offense: 
“I felt like we were really prepared for today. We had a really good plan and felt good coming into it, but we just didn’t 
execute as well as we’d like to – as well as we had been doing the last three weeks. So, we have to learn from it and 
bounce back.” 
 
On improvements for next game: 
“I think it’s just taking advantage of opportunities. We obviously got stopped on the goal line, and I think we turned the 
ball over.  We can protect better. There are a lot of things to work on, but there are a lot of good players on this team, so 
we’re going to bounce back.” 
 
LB Duke Riley: 
On how the 92-yard run by Browns RB Nick Chubb impacted the defense: 
“It’s ‘next play’ when a good play happens and ‘next play’ when a bad play happens. It doesn’t bring us down, we just 
have to go to the sideline and get it corrected.” 
 
On how you re-group after this loss: 
“Keep doing what we have been doing. Keep working and grinding.  It wasn’t the outcome we wanted and worked for but 
we can’t dwell on it. We have to move forward like we did with the first couple of losses.” 
 
WR Mohamed Sanu: 
On mentality moving forward: 
“We’re just going to watch the film, go back and fix our mistakes.” 
 
On what the Falcons offense can improve on: 
“We’ll see. We just have to take better care of the ball and see what mistakes were made on the field.” 



 

 

 
On the Falcons offensive performance: 
“We didn’t play like our standard. We have to do better.” 
 
On getting behind the chains early: 
“You saw it out there. We didn’t do our jobs the way we were supposed to, and you saw exactly what happened.” 
 
On his fumble: 
“I mean, you saw. I reached [the ball] out and they knocked it out. It’s simple.” 
 

# # # 
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