
 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. Cincinnati Bengals  
12-23-18 

Cleveland Browns Players 
 
BROWNS PLAYERS 
 
RB Nick Chubb: 
On breaking the Browns’ rookie rushing record: 
“Someone came and told me, but it was not really on my mind. It comes with having great play from everyone on the 
field. Guys start breaking records and doing great things as a team. It is a team effort, and I think we do a great job of 
blocking up front and opening up holes for me to achieve these goals.” 
 
On the improvement of the team throughout the year: 
“What is in the past is in the past. I was never around with all the troubles and not winning so this is what I’m used to 
winning games.  I think everyone has a winning mentality and we’re just rolling with it.” 
 
On how close the game ended: 
“We made it a challenge and a little harder than it should have been.  We just have to execute on the offensive side of the 
ball. When you have a chance to close it out, you have to close it.” 
 
On how the team responded when QB Baker Mayfield was hit near the sideline: 
“You’ve got to protect Baker.  You’ve got to keep him safe and playing at a high level.  The whole team has his back.  It 
doesn’t matter who it was, everyone would have run over there and fought for the Browns.  We are a family now and we 
play for each other.” 
 
WR Rashard Higgins: 
On defending QB Baker Mayfield on the late hit in the fourth quarter: 
“I’ve got my boy regardless of anything. I would hope my teammates have my back, too. I’m not going to shy away from 
any defender. I only fear God. That is how it’s going to be.” 
 
On the Browns’ recent games: 
“We’re winning, and it feels so good.” 
 
On the Browns’ turnaround this season: 
“It has been a long time coming, and we were due for a winning team. (General Manager John] Dorsey did a good job of 
putting winners on this team, and that was the biggest part of turning this thing around. We have got a lot of teammates 
that believe that we can win, and when we are all on the same page, the sky is the limit.” 
 
On what makes Offensive Coordinator Freddie Kitchens good: 
“He is just letting us play. He is letting Baker do what he needs to do. (QB) Drew (Stanton) and (QB) Tyrod (Taylor) are 
doing a great job of helping Baker along that path, and I feel like that is the biggest thing.” 
 
On his touchdown: 
“It is hard to get into that end zone, and I’ll be damned if I let anyone stop me from getting into that end zone when I’ve 
only got one defender to beat. The end zone was calling my name the whole game, and I was feeling it.” 
  
 



 

 

 
DL Larry Ogunjobi: 
On the Browns’ turnaround this season: 
“It felt really good. We all came together and played a complete game. We cleaned some things up and guys had a lot of 
fun.” 
 
On the crowd atmosphere: 
“The stadium was rocking today. Everybody was into it, and it helped us on defense a lot so it was really exciting.” 
 
On the team having fun on the field: 
“We are having a lot of fun on the field. Everyone is going out there and balling with our brothers. We are just going out 
there and playing football like we should be.” 
 
On QB Baker Mayfield’s leadership in today’s game: 
“His energy that he brings to the field to the team, and how he gets the crowd involved is amazing. To me, he is like a 
match right now. Just to see how the crowd reacts to him and how he electrifies the field, it’s cool.” 
 
On sweeping the first division rival since 2002: 
“It’s just the next step. It’s what we have been talking about since we first got here, and I feel like we will just continue 
the progress that we have made.” 
 
WR Breshad Perriman: 
On the sell-out crowd: 
“Once we heard that the game was sold out, we talked about it as a team once or twice. The fans were absolutely crazy 
today. It was so loud and crazy. It was a great experience.” 
 
On being knocked out of the playoff hunt: 
“It sucks. That’s how we feel. We feel like we should definitely be in. It is what it is, but we have to focus on what is 
coming up next week and taking care of Baltimore.” 
 
On the pass from WR Jarvis Landry: 
“It was crazy, man. I was pumped for it. I think I was more pumped for him throwing the ball perfectly to me like that.” 
 
On if the Browns converted the trick play in practice a lot: 
“Nope. We actually talked about it before we went out on the field. We never hit it in practice, but thank God that it 
worked today.” 
 
On falling short of the playoffs: 
“It is a shame and kind of hurts, but at the same time, we can’t really control it anymore and we have to move past it. We 
are just trying to finish out the year with a winning season.” 
 
On if being a spoiler against the Ravens brings any extra motivation: 
“I don’t really pay attention to anyone else’s team besides our own. It is definitely exciting, though. Of course, we are 
trying to come out with a win, regardless of if we can knock anybody else out of the playoffs. I’m always motivated to 
win.” 
 
 



 

 

DL Chris Smith: 
On the team’s performance: 
“It was a great game. Having a sold out game, and the first [home winning season] since 2007, was a great way to get the 
fans into it and win a division game. I know things didn’t go the way we wanted them to this season, but we are finishing 
on a good note. It’s not about how you start but how you finish.” 
 
On the team having fun playing football: 
“When I stop having fun playing this game, then I am going to retire. That’s the thing about it though; you have fun in 
practice competing each and every day, and as we have said from the beginning, we know how good we are and how 
good we can be.” 
 
On what changed the season: 
“I think it was just us not worrying about what anybody else not worrying about anything that was going on around us and 
just worrying about the guys in this locker room. That’s where the focus is now. It’s not about who you play but how you 
play. Today, the ball rolled our way, and hopefully, we can finish it off next week with the Ravens.” 
 
OL JC Tretter: 
On offensive line coach Bob Wylie’s foot surgery: 
“Bob is one of the greatest guys I’ve ever met.  Him going down, we feel bad.  We’re actually going over there and 
stopping at the hospital right now after we leave to give him the game ball.  Bob means a lot to all of us.  The O line is a 
tight-knit group, both coaches and players so when you lose one of your brothers, it’s tough.  We feel bad, but we’re with 
him and he’s with us in spirit.” 
 
On RB Nick Chubb’s performance: 
“It feels great.  Chubb’s been doing a hell of a job for us.  We’re want to just keep it going.  We’re going to get him to 
1,000 (yards) next week and keep everything rolling.” 
 
On the atmosphere in the stadium today: 
“It was great.  Loud, a lot of crowd noise, everything you want.  They rallied behind his (Baker Mayfield’s) call.  They 
came out in droves and it was a great atmosphere.” 
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Cleveland Browns vs. Cincinnati Bengals  
12-23-18 

Cleveland Browns Players 
 
BROWNS PLAYERS 
 
WR Jarvis Landry: 
On sweeping the Bengals being a great development step for the team: 
“Absolutely. We wanted to win Ohio, and we did.” 
 
On completing the pass this week: 
“It felt great. It felt good. Good catch by (WR) Breshad (Perriman). Great designed play and good call.” 
 
On earning the opportunity to throw another pass: 
“It was just a call. We were giving them real fits, and we came out the first play of the next drive and decided to give it a 
call, and it worked.” 
 
On how fun executing the offense has been: 
“It has been good. We are trusting guys to make plays from QB to receivers to running backs. We definitely mixed it up 
today. I think everybody touched the ball on the offensive side of the ball. It was really big for us.” 
 
On the team getting closer and forming a brotherhood: 
“You just believe in each other. We have been through a lot. Each and every guy, whether it was just personal or 
individual or collectively as a team early on in the season, I think it has built us up. We have a whole different level of 
respect for each other and a brotherhood of what we can be here. It is something special.” 
 
On the atmosphere in the stadium: 
“Phenomenal. Everybody was here. Everybody was into the game. It was something that we definitely feed off, and we 
needed that energy.” 
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Cleveland Browns vs. Cincinnati Bengals  
12-23-18 

Cincinnati Bengals Head Coach Marvin Lewis 
 
Bengals Head Coach Marvin Lewis: 
Opening statement: 
“[We had] an opportunity there at the end of the football game to have a chance to get back and have a go at it at the end. I 
thought throughout the day early on we were playing back and forth. We gave up a couple of completions, particularly on 
3rd down, which ended up setting up plays, which made a difference. Conversely, on the other side, we weren’t converting 
any 3rd downs. That ended up, going into halftime, being the difference in the ball game. We just didn’t make some 
critical plays today in critical moments. When we are in coverage positions, we have to come up with the football. I think 
that’s important. That ended up being, unfortunately, the tale of the day. They made more plays in those situations than 
we did.” 
 
On whether it was too soon to onside kick: 
“Yes. We did what we wanted. We blocked the punt. We got the ball. Then, we got another chance to do it again. We had 
to get a stop. With two minutes, we can get the ball back with 1:50, or make them throw it, one or the other. They helped 
us the first time.” 
 
On the possibility of LB Vontaze Burfict being disciplined for actions toward Bengals Trainer Paul Sparling: 
“He just has to go through the protocol. Sometimes guys don’t want to hear that [they can’t reenter the game]. They say 
they’re fine, but they still have to go through the protocol. They settle down, and then they go do it.” 
 
On the number of head injuries LB Vontaze Burfict has sustained is cause for concern: 
“You’re not a doctor. I’m not a doctor, either.” 
 

# # # 



 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. Cincinnati Bengals  
12-23-18 

Cincinnati Bengals Players 
 
BENGALS PLAYERS 
QB Jeff Driskel 
On the Brown’s commitment to “stump and run”: 
“They came out in the first half and played a lot of single safety and blitzes. We expected that. That’s been their M.O. 
over the past few games. We just didn’t do a good enough job of making plays in the first half. We just never really got 
anything going. We didn’t get into a rhythm. During the first half, we didn’t do much offensively. Then, we came out in 
the second half, and they still had their same game plan. We were able to move the ball and find some guys down the 
field. It was just one of those deals where it was just too little too late. We got rolling in the 4th quarter, but we were 
fighting against the clock, and we came up short.” 
 
On not being able to capitalize offensively: 
“It’s tough. It just comes down to execution. Whether it’s me getting under the right protection, throwing accurate balls, 
or just being able to hit them whenever they’re bringing one more guy than we can protect. There’s a lot of space out 
there, and we weren’t able to capitalize off of what they were doing. It wasn’t a shock. We knew what they’ve been like 
the last few weeks. We just didn’t do enough to make enough plays to win the football game.” 
 
On what to take away from today’s game: 
“We lost the game. That’s obviously what we’re playing for, to go out and find a way to win no matter how you do that. 
In the second half, we moved the ball, we scored, and the two-point-conversion was huge to come within striking 
distance. At the end of the day, we didn’t do enough to win. Because of the character of the guys, you couldn’t tell that we 
were losing. The character of the guys said ‘We’re going to go out there and we’re going to score on this next drive.’ And, 
I think that’s my takeaway: the character of the guys in that huddle.”  
 
On the play call for the two-point conversion: 
“It was a play action. A play action pass.  We had guys, (WR) John (Ross) and (WR) Cody (Core), who were running 
away from man coverage.  Cody did a really nice job of extending the play. The DB had his back to me, so, I gave him a 
high-ball, and he went up and made a good play. That was a really big play to come within one score.” 
 
On the Bengals finishing fourth in the AFC North this year: 
“I don’t think you look at the roster. I think you have to look at yourself. ‘What can I do better to prevent this in the weeks 
and seasons to come?’ Obviously, we came into the season thinking that we were going to be able to win this division.  
We go into every game thinking that we’re going to win the football game. So, we have to find a way to win tight football 
games. We have one more this season, and we’re going to do everything we can to get a win so we can end the season on 
a win.” 
 
On Bengals RB Joe Mixon: 
“He’s a great running back. He’s a guy who can hit the holes when they’re there. When there’s nothing there, he can 
create. He’s tough and he’s going to keep running hard. He’s done that all season long. He’s been very consistent for us 
and, I think he’s just going to keep improving. He’s tough. I love playing with that guy. He has a ‘next play’ mentality. I 
think he’s probably looking at the game just like everyone else.  ‘What could I have done more?.’ He’s not out there 
getting frustrated or pointing fingers. He’s putting his head down, running the football hard and doing what he can to help 
us score points.” 

# # # 



 

 

Cleveland Browns vs. Cincinnati Bengals  
12-23-18 

Cincinnati Bengals Players 
 
BENGALS PLAYERS 
 
S Jessie Bates: 
On finishing last in the AFC North: 
“I do not think that really matters. I just think we have to win.” 
 
On playing against the creative plays by the Browns: 
“That has nothing to do with us. We just have to do what we have been coached to do and continue to work hard.” 
 
On attempting to intercept Browns QB Baker Mayfield’s 66-yard pass to TE David Njoku: 
“That is what I have been taught. That is what I have done my whole football career. I did not make it. It is what it is.” 
 
On if he agreed with RB Joe Mixon saying he is not used to losing: 
“Exactly. I am sure that is everyone’s in this locker room mentality. Like Joe said, hopefully we can turn it around next 
year.” 
 
DE Sam Hubbard: 
On the physicality throughout the game: 
“I mean, it’s the ‘Battle of Ohio.’ We’re both out of the playoffs, but we’re playing for a lot of pride. We’re competitive 
teams and we’re definitely out there getting after it.” 
 
On his reaction to Browns QB Baker Mayfield’s post-touchdown celebrations: 
“I’ve been playing Baker for years. He’s a competitive dude and he talks a lot, but obviously he backs it up. The way to 
get him to quiet down is to beat him, and that’s what we have to do.” 
 
On Mayfield’s development from the teams’ previous matchup: 
“[Mayfield’s] decision making. We were rushing hard, and he was getting the ball out fast. He knew where he wanted to 
go with it before it was even snapped it seemed like. He was just slinging it, and that’s the sign of a good quarterback. I 
just think he’s come a long way in that respect.” 
 
On adjusting to Mayfield during the game: 
“You just have to keep rushing. We got some stops there, and had a chance to come back and win the game.  It didn’t go 
our way. We didn’t make the plays we needed to, but you just have to keep chipping away. Towards the end there, we 
were getting closer and closer, getting our hands on him, but credit to [Mayfield] and his offensive line.”  
 
RB Joe Mixon: 
On finishing last place in the AFC North: 
“To me, it is what it is. People can make a lot of excuses on why we finished last. It is what it is. At the end of the day, we 
have to come to work every day to work. If you are not doing that, you are not going to get the results you want. For me, 
I’m going to keep on coming, ready to play for 60 minutes each and every week and finish this last week strong.”  
 
On if the loss diminishes reaching 1,000 yards rushing on the season: 



 

 

“I told you all that I do not care about the individual stats. If we did not get the win, I do not give a damn. It is cool, but at 
the end of the day, we have to keep on getting ready to work. (We) have a big week coming up and we have to finish 
strong.” 
 
On how the Browns held him under 100 yards rushing: 
“You saw how it was. There were nine, 10 in the box and I was still busting out there. It is hard to get through that, but 
you can only hope to contain me, you are not going to stop me at the end of the day. They did a good job containing.  Hats 
off to them. They beat us twice. I do not have an excuse for our performance out there. At the end of the day, we are just 
going to keep on coming out, ready to work. Like I said, we have to finish this week off strong in Pittsburgh.” 
 
On the frustrations this year with the losses: 
“It is very frustrating. I have never been a part of a losing program. I am never going to get comfortable with being part of 
it. At the end of the day, I am going to take it for what it is this year, build, and try to get better and get ready for next 
year. We still have another week coming up. It is a big one. I promise you, we are not going to be in this for long and that 
is a fact.” 
 
LB Chris Worley: 
On playing in his hometown: 
“It was great. I just went out there to compete, and it was great to have an opportunity to play the game of football again. 
We didn’t capitalize as a team and we didn’t finish the deal, so it’s kind of bittersweet.” 
 
On physicality in the game: 
“It was a division game, and the AFC North is the most physical division in the NFL.  You know it’s going to get chippy 
when you get two AFC North teams playing each other. It was a physical game for sure, and guys just got a little heated.” 
 
On the renewal of the “Battle of Ohio” rivalry: 
“It always is [a great rivalry]. You have teams that are three things: in the same state, in the same division, and in the same 
conference. That ramps it up even more, and it’s the ‘Battle of Ohio,’ so it’s always going to be a little crazy when you 
add that in as well.” 
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